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another Place. In these circumstances. the CONTENTS-continued.
legislation must be more beneficial than if
conferences had been held.

During the intervening period before the
House is brought together again, I hope
you will all have happy associations and
that the Christmas period will bring every
happiness to you in your homes. In con-
clusion, I wish to thank every member of
the staff and all hon. members for the
service and courtesy which has been ex-
tended to me.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (Min-
ister for Railways--North): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till a date to be fixed.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.22 am. (Saturday).

?rilatiur Arn'rmblgl
Friday, the 5th December, 1958.
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SWAN RIVER CONSERVATION
BILL.

Council's Amendments.
Returned from the Council with amend-

ments.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

LOCAL AlUTHORITIES.
Grants in South-West Land Division.
1. Mr. NALDER asked the Minister for

Works:
What have been the separate amounts

paid to local authorities In the South-
West Land Division of Western Australia

from grants and special grants for each
of the previous three years ended June,
1958?

2r. TONKIN replied:-
There is so much labour involved in

providing the information asked for by
the hon. member that it is not possible
to supply all of it before this session ends.
It is hoped therefore that the information
attached, which covers the Eunbury,
Northam, and Metropolitan Main Roads
Divisional Districts, and which represents
a fairly good cross-section of the local
authorities in the South-West Lend
Division, will suffice.

BUNISURY DISTRICT

1966-66 1955-657 1957-68 Totals

Alloca- Ote o adl c- G01 r oa Alloca- Alloca-Toa
Gene ra ts eneral Othe Gen ra te Gn ra te o ta

hoesI Crniions OrnI tioms Grants ImGat

A nra-Mrae 3,807 13,579 17,'386 4,699 10,626 16,324 0,058 14,459 20,525 14,572 38,863 53,23 8
Balingup 2,640 3,800 8,440 2,808 2,852 680 2,432 2,088 4, 518 7,880 8,738 16,638
BIdg etown 1,855 8,627 8,462 2,905 4,174 7,169 5,05 5,020 10,715 10,525 15,821 20,348
BunbnryMunldpallty 2,528 177 2,702 ... 052 652 4,021 93 i 41,6 8,548 024 7,470
Burtelton......3,378 20,866 24,244 8,12 9,822 12,464 5,389) 18,219 20,608 11,800 45,407 57.108
Vapel 2,871 6,218 8, 889 18,388 7,068 11,854 2,887 6,316 9,202 8,940 20,49D 29,446
Collie Coalfields * ,6 171 238 3,761 100 3,61 2,384 100 2,464 8,192 371 8,58
Durdanup......2,730 1,06 3,786 1775 1,000 2,775 2,110 .-. 2,110 8,616 2,056 8',071
Drakesbrook 2,540 .5.002 7,832 3130 3,531 6,865 3,149 5,980 9,120 8,819 1.4,807 25,426
Oreenbuehes 2,570 2,816 5,386 2,422 3' 284 5,586 3,544 1,800 5,344 8,638 7,355 18,410
harvey.......2,728 13,078 15,802 4,040 10,492 14,532 3,735 8,175 11,'010 10,501 31,741 42,244
3njlnrp-------,796 10,524 14,810 0,741 12,199 18,940 8,380 11,814 17,004 16,91.0 34,%37 51,263

Nannup.......2,298 2,48 4,762 2,804 2,182 4,498 2.758 1,898 4,451 7,353 8,378 13,729
Preston 874 4 559 5431 4210 2,188 6,598 4,750 715 6,471 9t0 7,462 17,302
Upper Blackwood ... ,917 9,108 13, 025 4,889 7,782 12,871 8,078 3,928 10,006 14,884 20.818 35,702
West Arthur .. 3,350 2,868 6,218 6,060 2,950 8,010 2,5401 3,650 8,190 10,950 9,485 .20,418

45,721 103,021 140,742 55,354 81,203 138,61471 85,899 80,854 144,753 10,97 4 26,0 428,142

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

195&-56 10-57 1957-58 Totals

enel General
1  

Generall t, General
Allca-Ole Tol Al o th ler Total A lloca- Ohr Total ,Alltas Other .Totel

tione Grant tions Mts tlona Grants ions Grants

I £t £ £ I I

Arreadale-Kelmscott 2,440 2,635 4,975 3,794 5,770 9,575 3,054 6,804 10,848 10,188 15,208 25,390
tasseadean 4,275 5,027r, .. .... .... .... 4,275 4,275
Bayewater ................ 9,018 0,018 ., 7,773 7,773 .. . .. . 16,791 18,791
Belmont Park 234 2S4 4,000 4,000 .. ... .. ... 4,234 4,234
Canning..........,0 2,700 3,851 3,851 ... 8,955 8,955 ... 18,505 15,508

Obttr n......,784 2. 6,379 3,403 1.0 4,528 368 30 4,048 10,890 4,065 14,5
Cotteslot ... 200 3,000 5,200 4,700 3,00 8,508 3,200 2,930 6,130 8,100 9,738 1,38

Ity .384 334 534 334
Darling Range 4,229 8,494 19:723 2,700 3,092 8,800 3,492 4,791 8,283 10,429 15,177 25,606
Eremanntle Cty 845 3465 1,000 1,000 .. ... .. ... 1,545 1,345
Gosntells....... .. 2460 8,500 7,960 5,00000 00 8278 7,000 13,278 878 17,500 26,230
Swinana.........250 4,541 4,791 5,691 4,074 9,665 3,220 2,600 5,620 9,51 1,21.5 20,376
Mandeurah......2,882 800 31,182 ... ... 1,730 1,635 $33 4,598 2,936 6,533
Midland Mnnlclpality 1,304 1,394 .. ... .. ... 1,394 1,394
Melville ......... 300 300 .... 300 300
Munang......4,254 12.509 15,753 3,569 3,602 7,171 2,285 2,593 4,859 10,089 18,704 28,793
Mf: ay 2:898 2,300 5,196 1,.3 .12 .... 1,31 2 5,025 587 5,612 3,255 2,87 12,122
Peh x Cl .ty.. 302 302 .. .... .... .... 802 302
Perth .. ..... .. . .. 5,226 6,228 5.. ,226 5,228
Rtockinghamn .... 1,043 7,170 9,113 1,740 10,329 18,069 4,798 8,373 13,169 8,479 31,S72 40,351
Untnest Island ............ 787 787 ".. 1,100 1,100 ... ' 184 184 .... 2,061 2,051

dae......2,280 8,812 11,092 2,881 12,251 15,092 4,311 7,881 12,102 0,422 V1,954 38,378
South Perth Mkunlel.

paly.. .. 6,8;63 8,863 ... 6,653 6,863paniy . 860 2,075 2,936 1.0 6,075 7,935 8,680 1,775 5,455 6,880 9,926 15, 305
Wannercoo . 1,57 8087 4,844 8,677 1,081 4,858 4,588 148 4,785 9,772 4,318i 14,088

30,017 79,953 109,970 936,00 81,079 1118 5,7 89051,391,81 j20 1 n
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NORTHAM DISTRICT

105"o5 1958-57 1057-58 - Totals

Geerl thr otlGeneral General GneaGealtoa. Tta Alloca- outer Total TOW ter TtlAma te

ticns ooNUs tiona Grants lons Grants a0

"Moce Rock 7,240 16,371 82,811 4,873 12,893 17,786 5,776 9,487 15,2"3 17,880 37,71 6.640
Cunderdlo 8,497 6,000 $,497 8,88M 5,140 8,82 8.878 9.387 18,285 17,056 18,527 5$,582
Dowerti n ... 8 ,6 ,084 4,40 6,2 95 4,00 200 ,9 11,500 11,279 292679

5 0k o 160 .280 4.340 $,282 7.022 4,840 2.200 7,040 12,840 7,082 19,022
8~leb 8 35 515 8,380 2,M8 8,3M8 6,170 1,500 080 15,240 5,823 20,583

E~oorda.........2,808 2,813 5,470 5,031 4,837 9,888 2,588 5,086 8,553 10,285 18,635 22,0
Kanuaoppiu-Traya-

1bg S,989 3,253 7,242 3,158 2,709 5,887 3,870 1,500 4,870 10,517 7,482 17,979
Slerredin.........4,9W0 5,00D09,960 5,41.0 5.500 10,910 5,020 11,80 17,570 16.200 22,150 38.440
311.Marshall .2000 1,189 3.189 3r883 878 4,581 4,235 3,65 7,893 10,118 6,525 15,843

M ulnhdla .. 3,255 75 3,330 8,500 971 4,471 3,312 4,552 7,865 10,068 .5,598 15,808
Nag~rbeen .. 6,600 4,950 11,550 8,250 2.280 10,510 7,430 2,438 9,888 22,280 9,888 31,928
Norgham......3,5863 59 3,802 3,310 1,801 4,811 8,310 4,551 10,891 13,183 5,921 19,104
Nungarlo......2.508 2,460 4,90 3,558 5,285 8p801I 3,530 i3,208 6,788 9,572 10.953 20,505
Qualeading . 4,380 5,587 10,087 0,380 5,273 10,853 5,7 2,814 8 188 5,132 13,574 28,906
Tammin..... .0.29 3,470 7,9 6091 2,991 8082 1,8602 4,:16168 5,828 10,68 10,029 21,309

t69s . .. 210 8,4 ,22 4,571 8,702 8,273 2,93 4,882 7,845 9,734 14,708 24,440
Wongan-BallIdo 5,998 4,987 1093 7,527 4,055 11582 0,777 6,148 12,925 20,800 15,190 35,490
Wysikatehemn .... 3,784 4,60 8,394 3,6 1,782 5,53 4,760 4,132 8,S92 1,4 054 2,9
York 3,610 3,200 0,710 4,300 5,836 8,130 14,100 4,017 I8,117 11,910 11,053 22,903

75,155 73,98r, 149,140 92,351 71,588 103.9391 89,292 88U,98 117a,277 258,798 234,558 491,358

MURCHISON SCHOOLS.
Renovations.

2. Mr. O'BRIEN asked the Minister for
Education:

How many schools in the Murchison
Electoral District have received renova-
tions since 1952?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
Thirteen.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS.
installations in Schools.

3. Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Education:;

(1) What amounts were spent, or are to
be spent, In the five years up to. and in-
cluding 1958-59. for septic installations in
schools. other than new schools?

.(2) How many such schools were so
provided in each of the above years?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
£

(1) 1954-55 .... ... .... 26.751
1955-56 .... .... .... 8,666
1956-57 ... .... .... 4.854
1957-58 ... ....I .... 4,538
1958-59 .... .... .... 3:448

Total .... .... .... £48,257

(2) 1954-55
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58
1958-59

9
5
3
3
4

In addition to the above, which were
separate contracts for septic tank instal-
lations and new latrines (where required).

there have been a good number of contracts
for additions and renovations to schools
which have included septic tanks.

To obtain the required information for
these installations would involve the exam-
ination of possibly 500 contracts and dis-
section of costs in cases where septic tanks
were included.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
Extension to North flandalup-Keysbrooc

Area.
4. Sir Ross McLARTY asked the Minis-

ter for Works:
Taking into consideration the fact tha t

the North Dandalup-Keysbrook area is the
only one between Perth and Bunbury that
Is not supplied with electricity, can he give
an indication when extensions will be made
to this increasingly productive area?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
it is not possible to predict when devel-

opment will be sufficient to justify elec-
tricity extensions. However, the position
will be regularly reviewed.

WATERLOO-DARDANUP ROAD.
Bridge Over Ferguson River.

5. Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Min-
ister for Works:

(1) Is he aware that because of im-
provements to the Waterloc-flardanup
road, the narrow bridge over the Ferguson
River Which is situated on a sharp bend,
now represents a greater road hazard than
previously?

(2) Is it the intention of the main Roads
Department to straighten the road and re-
place the existing bridge with a wider one?

(3) If so, when will the work be under-
taken?

2934 CASSEMLY3
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Mr. TONIN~ replied:
(1) The bridge should now be approach-ed with greater caution. To this end ad-

ditional road signs indicating "CAUTION.
BRIDGE AHEAD" have been erected.

(2) Plans are being prepared for widen-
ig the existing structure, and at the same
time the alignment of the road will be
examined.

(3) Financial provision for the work is
Proposed for the 1959-1900 Programme of
works.

LIBRARY BOARD.
Government Subsidy.

6. Mr. ANDREW asked the Premier:
(1) Did he see an item in "The West

Australian" of the 4th December headed.
"Fnds for Library Pall Short." in which
Cr. Harris made a statement, the last
paragraph of which read as follows:-

This year there has been an £18,000
cut in the £118,000 made available by
the Government the year before. It
meant the book fund had £18,000 less,
as salaries had to be Paid as usual,
and no additional books were bought.

(2) As he had informed me in reply to
a question last week, that the subsidy paid
to the W.A. Library Board was £58,680 for
the Year ended June, 1956, and increased
to £100,000 for the year ended June, 1958.
and as there is £100,000 placed on the
Estimates for this year, can he explain
the statement by Cr. Harris?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No. If the newspaper report in

question is accurate, it is to be regretted
Cr. Harris has been responsible for Pub-
licising a misleading statement.

MANDIIRAH ROAD BOARD.
Reconstitution and Ward Boundaries.
7. Sir ROSS McLARTY asked the Mini-

ister representing the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) When is it proposed to reconstitute
the Mandurah Road Board?

(2) When the board is reconstituted.
will members be elected on present ward
boundaries, or will consideration be given
to creating additional wards?

Mr. MOR replied:
(1) On the 21st November, 1958, the

Mandurah Ratepayers' and Progress Asso-
ciation was advised by the Minister for
Local Government that consideration to
the reconstitution of the board would be
given In a further 12 months' time,

(2) No approach has been made for the
creation of additional wards; but should
such be made, it will be given every con-
sideration.

ABORIGINES.
Approach to Commonwvelth for Special

Grant.
8. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister

for Native Welfare:
(1) On what date did the Government

approach the Commonwealth Government
for a Special grant to assist aborigines In
this State?

(2) Was the application for assistance
made by letter?

(3) Have any further representations
been made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment since the original request?

(4) Which department submitted the
request to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment?

(5) Has the Commonwealth Government
reached a decision in respect of the re-
quest?

(8) If no decision has been made by
the Commonwealth, does the Government
contemplate taking any further action to
impress upon the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the neccessity for immediate
financial aid?

(7) Was a specific amount of money
requested in the application to the Com-
monwealth Government; and if so, what
was the amount?

(8) Did a full report of the special
committee which made recommendations
in respect of the finance required accom-
pany the application to the Common-
wealth Government?

Mr. B3RADY replied:
(1) The 30th July, 1958.
(2) Yes.
(3) Yes by telegram on the 22nd Octo-

ber, 1958.
(4) The Hon. Premier personally.
(5) No. The Prime Minister replied by

telegram on the 23rd October and advised
that the matter was receiving urgent
attention.

(8) Yes,
(7) Yes, £2,398,600 spread over a period

of three years.
(8) Yes.

POLICE.
Station for Carey, Park or South Eunbury.

9. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
for Police:

(1) Has consideration been given to the
establishment of a police station in either
the Carey Park or South Bumbury areas
since my question on the matter on the
26th. August, 1958?

(2) If so, what was the decision arrived
at?
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Mr. BRADY replied:
(1) No,
(2) Answered by No. (1).

BUNBURY HIGH SCHOOL.
Proposedt Alterations.

10. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) Are tenders to be called for the
proposed alterations and additions to
classroom accommodation at the Bunbury
High School?

(2) if so, when?
(3) If not, Is it the intention of the

G0overnment to do the work by day
labour?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The 15th January. 1959.
(3) Answered by No. (1).

WELSHPOOL MARSHALLING YARDS.
Commencement of Work.

11. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

(1) is it now Intended to proceed with
any work in connection with the Welsh-
pool marshalling yards this financial
year?

(2) If so, what work is to be under-
taken?

(3) If not, could any indication be given
when work will commence on this project?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1)-
(3) No definite indication can be given.

The work is largely dependent on drain-
age of the area and the availability of
funds for this department's work in
1959 -60.

HIRE-PURCHASE CONFERENCE.
W.A. Represent ati on, Agenda, etc.

12. Mr. JOHNSON asked the Premier:
(1) Has he seen Press reports of a pro-

posed conference of Premiers in Sydney
next year to discuss hire-purchase?

(2) Has an invitation to such confer-
ence been received?

(3) Has any Indication been given of
the agenda of such conference?

(4) Will consideration be given to credit
sales legislation as well as hire-purchase?

Mr. HAWKE repied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The conference is to be a confer-

ence of ministers and not Premiers, and
is to be preceded the day before by a con-
ference of State officers.

(3) No; each State has been Invited to
submit items for discussion.

(4) See answer to No. (3).

LAKE MONGER.
Effect of Improvements on Midge Plague.

13. Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) Will the proposal to fill portion of
Lake Monger and to create an island
therein, have any effect on the Midge
Plague in that area?

(2) Will the destruction or disturbance
of wild life on Lake Manger result in any
change in this plague?

Mr. NULSEN replied:
(1) The proposal should result in a

cleaning up of the lake and a reduction in
the amount of organic material in the
water. This should effect some reduction
in midge breeding.

(2) There would probably be no material
change.

WANDARRA SCHOOL.
Accommodation and Additions.

14. Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) Will the number of schoolrooms at
Wandarra be sufficient, for the expected
intake in 1959?

(2) Are further rooms planned for this
school for-

(a) 1959;
(b) 1960?

(3) Will such rooms be of a temporary
or permanent type of structure?

Mr. W. HEONEY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not at the moment.
(3) Answered by No. (2).

POLICE.
Building of Station on Leederville Site.
15. Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister

for Police:
When is it planned to build new police

premises on the site reserved for this pur-
pose at Bourke and Oxford-sts., Leeder-
vilie?

Mr. BRADY replied:
This matter will be considered when

the land on which the present police sta-
tion is situated is required by the Educa-
tion Department.

BUILDING TRADES HIGH SCHOOL.
Extensions at Leedenville.

16. Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) What building programme is plan-
ned for extension of the Leederville Build-
ing Trades High School ip the next two
years?
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(2) When is it anticipated that all trades
in the building industry will be accom-
modated at this school?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) Plans have been prepared for exten-

sions to Leeden'ille Technical School In
order to accommodate the following
trades-

Plumbing.
Cabinet making.
Upholstery.
French polishing.

(2) When these extensions are com-
pleted, all trades in the building industry
will be accommodated at Leederville Tech-
nical School.

BOVUP BROOK JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL.

Septic Tank Installation,
17. Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister

for Education:
In connection with the installation of a

septic tank at the Junior High School at
Soyup Brook, is he aware that at a meeting
of the Upper Blackwood Road Board on or
about the 19th November, a decision was
made to write to the Education Depart-
ment or the Treasury, offering financial
assistance to enable an immediate installa-
tion of a septic systemi to proceed at the
junior school at Boyup Brook?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
No. As yet no letter has been received.

BRIDGETOWN JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL.

Ground Improvements.
18. Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister

for Education:
(1) In connection with improvements to

the Junior High School grounds at Bridge-
town, what proposals have been received
from the local parents and citizens' asso-
ciation?

(2) Is any finality likely to be reached
in negotiations with the parents and citi-
zens' association which are likely to lead
to improvements to this ground?

C3) Will he table correspondence between
his department and this association in con-
nection with these ground improvements?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) An offer to provide labour and plant

and £200 in cash towards carrying out
grading and paving of portion of the school
grounds.

(2) There are no funds available at the
present time for ground Improvements but
a design and estimate are being prepared so
that the matter can receive further con-
sideration when funds are available.

(3) The hon. member may peruse the
relevant file if he cares to call at the de-
partment.

[1001

BRITISH BREED RAMS.

Number Imported and Prices Paid.
19. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister

for Agriculture:
(1) How many British breed rams and

how many of each breed were imported
into this State from-

(a) Eastern States:
(b) overseas;,

by the Government, or any Government
instrumentality for distribution among
soldier settlers?

(2) What was-
(a) the highest price paid;,
(b) the lowest price paid;
(c) the average price paid;
(d) the average cost per head landed

on the settler's property for the
imported rams?

(3) Were similar breeds available for
sale by breeders in this State?

(4) If so, what are the reasons for the
importations?

(5) Were any ewes imported?
(0) If so-

(a) how many;
(b) what breeds;
(C) the highest price paid;,
(d) the lowest price paid;
Ce) the average co&t per head landed

on the settler's property for such
ewes?

Mr. KELLY replied:
(1) (a) 208-In 1957, 100 Romrney

Marsh rams; in- 1958, 108 Rom-
ney Marsh rams.

(hi Nil.
(2) Ca) 1957-20 gulneas-price for the

line.
(b) 1958-19 guineas-price for the

line.
(c) Answered by (a) and (b),
(d) Approximate average 29J guin-

eas.
(3) Yes.
(4) The necessity for guaranteeing sup-

ply of rams to settlers at time of allot-
ment.

(5) No British breed ewes were im-
ported.

(8) Answered by No. (5).

NORTH-WEST.
Establishment of Meatworks at Broome and

Derby.
20. Mr. COURT asked the Minister,

representing the Minister for the North-
West:

(1) Has the Government formulated a
policy regarding meatworks at Broome and
Derby?
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(2) If so, what is proposed in each
case?

(3) If no decision has been made, when
is finality expected?

(4) Is any of the special Commonwealth
Grant likely to be used for the purpose?

Mr. BRADY replied:
(1) to (4) Because a private company is

in the course of building a meatworks at
Derby and facilities already exist at
Broome, the requirements of the district
appear to have been met.

STATE'S FINANCES.
Deficit and Budget Figures.

21. Mr. COURT asked the Treasurer:
(1) (a) Do the interim figures released

for the State's finances for the five months
to the 30th November, 1958. and showing a
deficit of £3,737,238, mean that the deficit
of £1,953,720 budgeted for the year ending
the 30th June, 1959, will be exceeded?

(b If so, by bow much will the Budget
be exceeded?

(2) As five months' revenue of £22,588,754
approximates £54,213,000 on a 12 months'
basis, from what sources will the differ-
ence between £54,213,000 and the Budget
figure of £59,812,611 be made up?

(3) (a) As five months' expenditure of
£26,325,922 approximates £53,182,013 on a
12 months' basis as against the budget
figure of £61,766,331, is it expected that the
budget figure will be exceeded?

(W If it is to be exceeded, what will be
the figure?

(c If it is not to be exceeded, how is it
proposed to adjust the rate of spending for
the remaining seven months and in what
departments?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
(l) (a) Not necessarily.
Wb Answered by (a).

(2) Revenue collections do not continue
throughout the year on a proportionate
basis. The collections In the latter months
are at a higher rate, particularly In the
taxation field. Land tax revenue, how-
ever, will lag to an extent of approxi-
mately £200,000 because of the defeat of
the Land Tax Assessment Act Amendment
Bill.

(3) (a), (b) and (c) At this early stage
it is not possible to determine the final
result, but it is not expected that there will
be any substantial variation in total from
the estimated figures,

STATE TRANSPORT BOARD.
Licences for Transport of Cement Tiles.

22. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What is the current attitude of the
State Transport Board towards the issue
of licences for the transport of cement
tiles, by road to country areas?

(2) If there is to be any curtailment of'
licences, is the W.A.G.R. going to accept-
the risk for breakages during rail trans-
Port, and will any special charge be im-
posed for accepting such risk?

(3) What will be the respective costs of
transporting the tiles by road and rail for
distances of 100 and 200 miles respectively,
including the cost of getting the tiles into.
rail trucks in the metropolitan area and
out of the rail trucks and delivered to the
building site in the country?

(4) If the Railway Department is to.
undertake the transport, has any special
equipment been installid or vehicles modi-
fied by the department and at what cost?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) Recent tests having demonstrated

that cement tiles can be carried satisfac-
torily by rail, the Transport Board is not.
prepared to grant authority for the use of'
road transport.

(2) Unpacked tiles may be consigned at.
commissioner's risk. A surcharge of 10
per cent. on owner's risk rates is payable-
for this service plus a checking charge of
'7s. 6d. per ton.

(3) By road, for an average roof of 7
tons-

100 mniles-£E20 14s.
200 niiles-£43.

By rail, assuming building 1 mile from
siding-

100 miles- E s. d.
Loading to rail .... .... 6 0 0.
FrTeight .... .... .. 18 13 11
Commissioner's risk charge 1 17 4
Checking charge .... .. 2 12 6'
Delivery ex siding .... 9 0 0-

£38 3 9

200 miles--
Loading torail .... .... 6 0 0'
Freight .... .... .... 25 2 3
Commissioner's risk charge 2 10 3
Checking charge .... .... 2 12 8
Delivery ex siding .... 9 0 0

£45 5 0

(4) No special equipment has been in-stalled or vehicles modified but packing
aids are used in connection with this and
other types of loading to minimise move-
ment of the goods In transit.

COLIN-ST. FLATS.
Availability for Widows.

23. Mr. POTTER asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) is it intended that any flats in
Cohin-st. will be available for widows
or single women (pensioners or not
pensioners) ?

(2) If not, why not?
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Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) No.
(2) Until all twa-unit cases are ade-

quately housed, it is not considered war-
ranted to build flats to house one person
when two can be housed for almost the
same expenditure.

The commission's programme for two-
unit cases must release a considerable
amount of private accommodation which
will become available to single-unit cases.

It is also stressed that where couples
are housed by the commission the ten-
ancy is not disturbed where the husband
or wife predeceases the other.

HOUSING.
Evictions in Metropolitan Area.

24. Mr. COURT asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) How many evictions were there in
the metropolitan area for each of the
years ended the 30th June, 1956, 1957,
and 1958?

(2) How many of these evictions were for
tenants of State Housing Commission
homes?

(3) In practice, how long does it take a
private owner to get his case before the
court to get an eviction order?

(4) How long does It take the State
Housing Commission to get its cases be-
fore the court to obtain an eviction order?

(5) In how many cases has an exten-
sion of time been given to the tenant and
what has been the general period of
extension for-

(a) private owners:
(b) State Housing Commission ten-

ants?
Mr. MOIR replied:
(1) 1956-26.

1957-17.
1958--a5.

(2) 1956--12.
1957-8.
1958--20.

(3) 14 days.
(4) 14 days.
(5) Details of the number of cases are

not available at short notice; but in gen-
eral, the magistrate allows varying periods
of possession up to six weeks, in respect
of private applications. In respect of
State Housing Commission applications,
orders are forthwith.

STATE TRANSPORT BOARD.
Licence for Thos. Eorthwlck & Sonm.

25. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) With reference to the case of Thos.
Borthwick & Sons (Australasia) LWd.,
versus the W.A. Transport Board when

the company successfully appealed under
Section 38 of the State Transport Co-
ordination Act, when does the licence
issued as a result of the appeal expire?

(2) What is the attitude of the W.A.
Transport Board to a renewal of this
licence?
* (3) Is the W.A.G.R. constructing special
types of rolllngstock or equipment with
a view to taking over the transport in-
volved? If so-

(a) What Is the capital cost of such
equipment;

(b) What annual revenue is antici-
pated therefrom;

(C) What net profit is anticipated
from this additional freight?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) The 2nd March, 1959.
(2) The Transport Board has not con-

sidered the question of renewal but will
review the position on expiry of the cur-
rent licence as directed by the appeal
magistrate.

(3) Prior to the granting of the tem-
porary licence to Thos. Borthwick & Sons
the W.A.G.R. had ordered six refrigerated
containers for the general conveyance
throughout the State of perishable traffic,
including carcase meat. In addition, new
ice-cooled wagons for perishable traffic
were being constructed in the Midland
Junction Workshops. Both types of unit
have since been placed into traffic and
can be used as required for the convey-
ance of meat, including that consigned
by Thos. Borthwick & Sons. Details of
the cost of refrigerated equipment is not
at present available.

RURAL AND INDUSTRIES BANK.

Construction of New Building.
26. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) (a) Has the contract or order for

the whole or any part of the steel work
for the Rural and Industries Bank Perth
building been let to any engineering con-
cern?

(b) If so. who has been given the work
to do and at what price?

(2) Were tenders called and what were
the amounts of the several tenders re-
ceived?

(3) If the State Engineering Works has
been given the work to do. is it a type of
work that the State Engineering Works
normally undertakes?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) State Engineering Works. Price
not yet received.

(2) No.
(3) Yes.



2342 [ASSEMB3LY.)

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. as there are twice as many trolley-buses;

IRON ORE.

Export Proposal.

1. Mr. HEAL asked the Premier:
Has he received any further notification

from the Prime Minister in relation to the
proposed export of 1,000,000 tons of iron
ore?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
No.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCE FEES.
Amounts Payable in Various States.

2. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

Has he obtained the information regard-
ing the comparable rates of motor vehicle
licence fees from the other States? He
said he would endeavour to get them for
today; and, if they were not available that
he would submit the latest rates held by
his department.

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
I hope to be able to supply the most up-

to-date figures at present available in this
State later during the sitting.

POLICE.
Station for Carey Park or South Eunbury.

3. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
for Police:

In view of the reply given to my question
(No. 9) today, and in view of the tremen-
dous development in the Carey Park and
South Hunbury areas, will he indicate why
no consideration has been given to the
establishment of a Police station there?'

Mr. BRADY replied:
I would point out that there are many

districts where for a number of years
People have been endeavouring to have a
Police station erected, and many of them
would be of higher priority than the one
referred to by the hon. member. However,
I will examine the matter and let himi
know what the position Is.

TROLLEY-BUSES.
Withdrawal from Claremont-Perth Route.

4. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the minister
for Transport:

Can he inform me when a decision is
likely to be made on the withdrawal of
trolley-buses from the Claremont-Perth
route?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
A decision has been made. The trolley-

bus service operating to Swanbourne
should be terminated, in view of the fact
that all of the services-trolley-bus and
omnibus-will before long be conducted by
the Metropolitan Transport Trust. But,

as there is actual necessity for, it is de-
sirable to keep as many as possible in
operation, and the termination of the
service to Swanbourne will be dovetailed,
as far as possible, with the extensions to
the trolley-bus services in northern
suburbs--namely, along Grand Promen-
ade, Bedford Park, and Walcott-st., Mt.
Lawley. As to the date of the cessation
of the Swanbourne service on the one
hand, and the commencement of the two
newer services on the other band, I am
not in a position to state the date, but
both will be during next year.

CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING,
AND IMPOUNDING ACT

* AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2).

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

HIRE-PURCHASE BILL.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Sewell in the Chair: the Hon. E.

Nulsen (Minister for Justice) In charge of
the Bill.

No. 1.
Clause 9, page 10 in lines 8 to 12-

Delete the following passage:-
--during the period of six months

after the making of the agreement
or at any subsequent time if the court
is satisfied that the owner has not
been unduly prejudiced by the delay-

No. 2.
Clause 11, page 12, line 18-Delete the

words "state in the agreement" and sub-
stitute the words "advise the hirer in
writing within seven days of receipt of
the hirer's notice of."

No. 3.
Clause 14, page 14-Delete g.1l words

from and including the word "actual" in
line 7 down to and Including the words
"then the" in line 10.

No. 4.
Clause 1BA.-Renumber this clause as

Clause 19.
Mr. NULSEN: I move-

That the amendments be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendments agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.
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NOXIOUS WEEDS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

(No. 3).
Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Sewell in the Chair: the Ron. L. F.
Kelly (Minister for Agriculture) in charge
of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows:-

Clause 2.
Line 9-Add after the word

'periods" the words "or in relation
to any specified area or boundary."

Mr. KELLY: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

SWAN RIVER CONSERVATION
BILL.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of eight amendments made by
the Council now considered.

in Committee.

Mr. Sewell in the Chair; the Hon. J. T.
Tonkin (Minister for Works) in charge
of the Bill.

No. 1.
Clause 4, page 4, line 6-Insert after the

word "both" the words "without permit."

No. 2.
Clause 4, page 4-Delete the passage

commencing with the word "and" in line
35 down to and including the word "River"
in line 39.

No. 3.
Clause 4, page 5, line 1-Delete the words

"Junction of the Southern and" and sub-
stitute the following words, "Kent Street
weir on the."

No. 4.
Clause 12, page 12, line 8-Delete the

word "eight" and substitute the word
"nine."

No. 5
Clause 22. page 16, line 8-Delete the

word 'promulgate" and substitute the
word "implement."

No. 6.
Clause 22. page 16-Add a proviso to

paragraph (a) as follows:-
Provided no resumption or filling in

of an area greater than ten acres of
the Swan River shall be undertaken
until the consent of both Houses of
Parliament has been given.

Mr. TONKIN: Amendments Nos. 1 to 6
inclusive are simple in character and do
not detract from the efficiency of the
Hill. Some of them are consequential
upon the amendments already made.
There is no need for any argument on
them or any opposition to them. I move:-

That the amendments be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendments agreed to.

No. '7.
Clause 45, page 30, lines 23 and 24-

Delete the words "and whose decision
shall be final and not subject to any
appeal."

No. 8.
Clause 45, page 30-Insert a subclause

to stand as subclause (2) as follows:-
(2) Such person may appeal from

the decision of the Minister to a
Judge of the Supreme Court.

Mr. TONKIN: These amendments seek
to alter the provision that there shall
be no appeal from the Minister's decision,
and to provide that a person shall be able
to appeal to a judge of the Supreme Court.
I do not intend to oppose the amend-
ments, because they are not of great
moment. I would point out, however, that
it is a little absurd for a provision such
as is proposed, to be inserted in the Act,
because Clause 44 of the Bill provides for
the application for a permit for the right
of tenure, occupancy, or use of an ease-
ment, and so on. It also provides that
this cannot be granted without the per-
mission of the board,

It further provides that the board may
grant this written approval with such
conditions, if any, that it specifies. The
Legislative Council proposes that if the
person who applies for a Permit dc-es not
agree with the condition that is applied
and appeals to the Minister, and the
Minister does not authorise any variation
of the order,' but insists that the con-
dition shall be observed, then the
aggrieved person shall be able to apply
to a judge of the Supreme Court. Just
imagine that! The conservation board
gives permission for occupancy of part
of the foreshore on a certain condition.
The applicant objects to the condition
and appeals to the Minister, who is not
prepared to vary the condition. Then
the applicant can take it to the Supreme
Court. It is Just too silly for words, and
I am not going to argue about it and
hold the Bill up.
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Attempts have been made for 24 Years
to get a Bill such as this on the statute
book. Therefore, we are making history;
and we will have to put up with the amend-
ments when we are so close to the Bill
being passed. If it were not for that fact,
I would send the amendments back and
ask that they be reconsidered. I Move-

That the amendments be agreed to.
Mr. CROMMELIN: Like the Minister,

I am pleased to see that this legislation
is on the way to becoming an Act. It
is obvious to many people who use the
river that this legislation is necessary.
Although the Minister has said that he does
not care for these amendments, I think the
fact that the Bill is on its way to becoming
law offsets that.

Mr. BRAND: I see no reason why the
Minister should be so disturbed at what he
calls stupid and unnecessary amendments.
Surely there should be a right of appeal.
It would appear that, had the Minister had
time, he would have opposed the amend-
ments. I think it is Justifiable. Whilst the
Minister may not foresee any difficulties
arising which would Involve owners and
individuals concerned, I think It is quite
possible that there could be great incon-
venience in the future as a result of drastic
decisions made. The right of appeal would
safeguard the individual. The Premier and
his Government are inclined to take all
power unto themselves, and the right of the
individual does not count with them.

Mr. JOHNSON: Having listened to the
Leader of the Opposition, I oppose this
motion. The principle in the amendments
is wrong and contrary to the standing of
Parliament. If the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had his way Parliament would have
no standing at all.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What rubbish!
Mr. Roberts: What absolute rot!
Mr. JOHNSON: Our Job it to uphold the

status of Parliament.
Mr. Roberts: It's a pity you do not prac-

tise that sometimes!

Mr. JOHNSON: The inane remark from
the hon. member for Bunbury is not worthy
of consideration. The right of appeal
should be to the Minister, not to the
Supreme Court. If the Minister makes a
mistake, he should be attacked by the
Opposition, not by the court, which is
created by Parliament; otherwise the
servant would rule the master. The out-
look of the Leader of the opposition and
his associates is quite wrong, and we should
pr-otest against this form of amendment to
take away the rights of Parliament.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1955-59.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, MY.
Sewell in the Chair.

Vote-Public Works and Euildtnqs,
£1,167,490 (partly considered):

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) (2.551:
I would like to draw the attention of the
Minister and of the Committee, to the state
of affairs existing in the Mt. Lawley elector-
ate in respect to water supplies. I have
made inquiries from other hon. members,
and I find they have not received com-
plaints from their electors of the nature
that I have received from mine. There
are a few complaints in certain areas,
however, where electors deplore a lack in
the water Pressure.

At peak periods the electors in my dis-
trict are deprived of the use of water
entirely. I think that possibly the hon.
member for Maylands would have a few
complaints about the complete lack of
water in his electorate.

There are five different sections in the
Mt. Lawley electorate which, at this
moment, are unable to draw water from
their taps, in any quantity at all, between
the peak drawing hours. It is not even
possible for them to obtain a drink of water.
As a result of complaints made, I visited
several of these places;, and when I turned
on the taps, I heard nothing but a gurgling
sound, which seemed to come from some
distance away in the pipes.

As a result of this, it Is necessary for
the housewives to fill baths with water
during the day, and also to fill all the spare
receptacles in the house, in order that they
may be provided with water, so that when
their menfolk arrive home they will have
an opportunity for a wash; and so that
water may be available for normal domestic
purposes. It is not fair that for three hours
on a hot summer's night these people should
be without water, with the realisation that
they are going to continue to be without
it night after night.

I realise that promises have been made
that no restrictions are to be imposed.
Water from the Serpentine Dam is now
reaching the metropolitan area, and we
have been told that this will mean no
further restrictions. I also appreciate that
restrictions cannot very well be imposed
on 100,000 human beings in order that 100
homes should receive water. What I object
to strongly is the attitude of the depart-
ment towards complaints. I know defin-
Itely that complaints have been made. It
appears that the departmental officers are
not convinced that things are as bad as
the complainants make out. When the
people concerned have phoned the engin-
eer's department after office hours and re-
ported the lack of water, they have been
told that nothing can be done, because it
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means the opening or closing of a certain
number of valves, and the adjustment of
these valves can only be done by the
engineers.

Residents ring an engineer who is isted
in the phone book under departmental
residences. He has obviously had the
phone provided by the department for Just
this purpose, but he informs people on the
phone that there is nothing he can do
until the next day when he goes to the
office. I suppose the officer is entitled to
have his time off and not be worried as
hon. members are. However, it must be
most annoying and aggravating to people
when they have no water to have a wash:
to attend to the baby; to cook the evening
meal: or even to have a glass to drink.

Mr. Graham: Who drinks water?
Mr. OLDFIELD: I have asked questions

in the last week regarding the areas con-
cerned. It is apparent that even with the
new main from Serpentine to Mt. Yokine,
there is going to be no improvement.

Mr. Tonkin: The answer to the question
did not say that. You asked If there was
going to be any improvement from that
main.

Mr. OLZPIELD: On Wednesday, the
3rd December. I asked the following ques-
tions:

(1) What steps are being taken to
improve water pressures throughout
the Mt. Lawley, Inglewood, Bedford
Park and Mt. Yakine areas?

(2) Will the new main from Serpen-
tine to) Mt. Yokine assist in any way in
improving the service in these areas?

The Minister replied to question No. (1)-
The new high level scheme has pro-

vided good pressures in the Mt. Yoklne
area, and supplies in the Mt. Lawley.
Inglewood and Bedford Park areas
have been improved by the operation
of a feed through the Bowden-at. con-
nection on the tmunk main to Mt.
Yoklne reservoir.

To question No. 2, the answer was, "No."
Therefore, It appears we are going to get
no relief from the new main.

Mr. Tonkin: That does not mean you
are not going to get any relief. It only
means that there will be no relief from the
new main, which is a fact.

Mr. OLOFIELD: I know that there are
only a few homes lnvolved-40 or 50 in
one spot and 10 or 12 in another-and I do
admit that the department has taken steps
to Install booster pumps to get water to the
high areas. It is apparent that for the
next few months, at least until the position
is rectified, whenever there is a sudden
draw on the water because of the weather
conditions, the people are going to suffer
disability because of lack of a supply.

It is obvious the trouble lies in the fact
that the water coming from Canning to Mt.
Yokine Is not sufficient to Provide the

service to the people in the lower areas.
The People on the south side of the river
turn on their taps-perhaps two of them.
plus a bath-and thereby draw so much
water that by the time it reaches across
the north side on its way to Mit. Yoklne,
there is insufficient to feed the higher
levels until such time as the valves are
adjusted. I have raised this matter only
in the hope that steps will be taken forth-
with to ensure some easement of the exist-
Ing conditions.

MR. POTTER (Subiaco) [:3.53: 1 would
like to offer a word of commendation.

Mr. Court: The Minister couldn't stand
it!

Mr. POTTER: Whenever credit is due, I
am willing to acknowledge it. The par-
ticular matter of which I am thinking
concerns the draining of the Jolirnont
swamp. Over quite a number of years this
swamp has been a menace to the people
living nearby. I can remember the time
when the locality now occupied by swamp
was a residential area with many roads.
Gradually the swamp grew; and in 1923
or 1924 1 was at the court when a civil
action was taken against the Govern-
ment, and some 12 to 20 people had to be
compensated by the Government because of
the rising waters of the swamp.

Soon after I was elected to this Parlia-
ment, there was an exceptional season
when the swamps rose so high that many
homes were in danger. The Minister, the
chief engineer, and officers of the depart-
ment investigated the situation and in-
installed a temporary pumping system,
after which something more permanent
was provided. I see now from the Esti-
mates that an amount of £37,000 has been
set aside for this purpose.

Although it may not be adequate, at the
same time it will afford relief to those
people who have homes adjacent to the
swamp and who, from time to time, have
felt it would be better to sell out rather
than put up with the menace, The swamp
has been a danger also to the children
around the district, because it is very deep
In places and more than once have children
been rescued from it. So I commend the
department for attending to this matter;
and, with the large factories and housing
estates in the vicinity, the action taken
will be well worth while.

The Axon-st. bridge is another matter
about which I desire to say a few words.
Although a lot of plans have been made,
none have materialised as yet, and I would
like to see some progress in respect
of this bridge. There is a lot more traffic
using it, and particularly will this be so
when the new Government printing works
are opened.

MR. HALL (Albany) [3.10]: During the
absence overseas of the Minister for Works,
I asked several questions appertaining to
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coal supplies and to the establishment of
a power house at Albany to serve the lower
part of the State-mainly from Albany to
the Onowangerup and Katanning districts.
The following is the first question I
asked:-

is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to establish a power house at
Collie for the purpose of supplying
power to the Lower South-West, Great
Southern areas, and Albany?

To this question the reply was--
No. The areas will be supplied from

the State Electricity Commission inter-
connected system.

The Minister, when introducing his
Estimates, said it was the intention of the
Government to establish a power house at
Bunbury. My next question was--

if so, would voltage to be transmitted
be of 132,000 volts: 66,000 volts; or
22,000 volts?

The reply -was, "466,000 volts." The next
question I asked was--

Would the establishment of such a
power house at Collie increase the vul-
nerability of the State to attack in
the case of hostilities?

The reply was, "No." Having attended
the school for civil defence at Macedon, I
fail to see how anyone in the State Elec-
tricity Commission, who has or has not
attended the school, could say we are not
vulnerable. If we remember the distances
from Fremantle to Bunbury and from
Fremantle to Albany, we realise our vulner-
ability to attack. The damage from a 40
megaton bomb has a total destruction
value over 40 miles, flat-no man stand-
ing. At present we are placing all our eggs
in one basket.

The Minister for Works: What is your
point? Is it that a power station estab-
lished at Collie would be too near to Bun-
bury?

Mr. HALL: Eunbury, Collie, and Fre-
mantle are within about 100 miles of each
other.

Mr. Roberts: Surely the question of
economies arises.

Mr. HALL: The economic situation
might be a total failure if we were obliter-
ated. The hon. member is talking about
E. S. d. but I am speaking of the State's in-
dustrial power. We are to be on an inter-
connected system. once that is destroyed,
the whole State suffers. At the school, the
point was emphasised-the hon. member
for Cottesloc knows this--that the "target
for tonight" might be Sydney or Melbourne.
If we suffered a submarine attack from an
unexpected sea source, we could be totally
destroyed. We are isolated in Western
Australia today. Two well-placed 40 mega-
ton bombs would virtually close down our
Industries In Western Australia.

I also asked a question regarding the
transport of coal; and I was told that if
we could guarantee good delivery of coal,
it could, perhaps, be provided more
cheaply. If hon, members knew how iso-
lated the lower part of the State is, they
would realise that the catastrophe could
happen which I envisage. Today we are
all sitting on a tinder-box. We have heard
from the Opposition -a lot about commun-
ism: and we have heard about it in con-
nection with Federal politics. If hon.
members want to support communism,
they should put all their eggs in one basket.
Do hon. members trust one bank with all
their finance? Not they!

Mr. Brand: One is enough for me.

Mr. HALL: That is probably according
to the hon. member's economics.

Mr. Brand: You are ever so right!

Mr. HALL: I hope the Minister will
bear in mind what I have had to say. Not
only are we vulnerable to attack, but to
black-outs, too. Soutfl Australia suffered
a black-out while we were there. it only
needs a tree to fall across the power lines
in the Collie -Bunbury -Albany area for that
part of the State to be blacked out and
suffer a total power collapse. in certain
idustries, the failure of power can mean
many thousands of pounds worth of dam-
age. This applies particularly to indus-
tries operating on a 24-hour production
basis. We have not any such industries
in the State at the moment. Power failures
are catastrophic in the textile industry.

If we are to have industries in the lower
part of the Great Southern, we must have
an assurance of the delivery of power at an
economic rate. Consideration must be
given to that part of the State.

MR. LEWIS (Moore) [3.16]: I wish to
mention the matter of septic installations
at schools. In reply to questions asked
in the House a few days ago, the informa-
tion was given that there are about 250
schools still in need of septic tank installa-
tions. From the replies to the questions,
I find that the number of schools so
provided in the last five years, was 24,
So it is obvious it will take many years
before we catch up with the septic in-
stallations at the schools which require
this amenity.

I do not know the relationship between
the money provided for new school build-
ings and the money provided for the in-
stallation of septic systems in schools; but
since all the money comes from one source.
I presume that the more schools we put
up, the less money we will have for septic
tank installations. I assume that all new
buildings, So long as there is water avail-
able, are equipped with septic tank in-
stallations. Therefore, If we gradually
catch up in respect of the old schools,
the position must eventually right itself.
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I suggest that of the funds available
for schools, a fixed proportion-even If
it is only £5,000 or £10,000 a year-be made
available for the installation of septic
systems at the older schools. I appreciate
that at those places where there is a
good school, the people desire to have a
septic tank system installed;, whereas in
the localities where there is no school
at all, the people want a school.

If we continue as we are going, and
spend only about S3,000 a year on septic
tank systems, it will be a mighty long
time before we catch up with the position.
Even though the provision of septic systems
might mean the building of fewer school-
rooms, I still believe that a greater pro-
portion of the money that is available
should be set aside for the provision of
septic tank installations.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-State Housing Commission, £5S:

THE HON. H. E. GRAHAM (Minister
for Housing and Forests-East Perth)
[3.20]: It is not many years ago since
housing was top priority in the matter
of hon. members asking questions, atten-
tion being paid to measures relating to
housing and building, and strict attention
being given to the housing Estimates. I
feel that the situation in Western Australia
is far easier than in any other part of
the Commonwealth. 'That is not to say
that every person who desires a home
can go down to the Housing Commission
and the following day have his wants
and requirements satisfied, The trend
unmistakably is that people will have to
become accustomed to attending to their
housing requirements very largely through
pre-war agencies-that is, to purchasing
them or renting them privately.

A glance at the housing advertisments
in the Press will indicate how little is
required by way of deposit; and, in some
cases, how easy are the repayment term-
so much so that there is no necessity, such
as there was a few years ago, for people to
line up in their queues at the State Hous-
ing Commission. Many people have in-
dicated to me, and I know to hon. members
generally, that they prefer to do business
with the State Housing Commission rather
than a private firm, feeling no doubt that
there is a greater measure of sympathy,
fair treatment, and so on likely from a
Government department than from some
outside concern.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I should say that
is strongly debatable.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is the Position.
In any case, I would not say that it is
debatable; because the Housing Commis-
sion, which does not have to make a
profit--but which does, in fact, make a
proft-is a department which is not de-
pendent upon Government revenue for its

activities. The department feels that it
has a social responsibility; and I should
like to mention briefly a case that came
before me within the last few weeks. A
tenant is owing more than £200 in rent, and
yet is still occupying the house. I Will not
go into details, but there is a reason for
it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You surely must
agree that in many private enterprise
arrangements, as regards landlord and
tenant, money far in excess of that sum is
carried by the landlord. Goodness gracious
me, there is no co-iparison with regard
to sympathy cases!

Mr. GRAHAM: Let us keep this on a
very friendly basis. I will challenge the
hon. member for Cottesloe, or anybody
else, to show me the occupant of a private
house who is any more than £200 in arrears
with his rent.

Mr. Brand: You could not produce him
now.

Mr. GRAHAM: If there is such a case-
and I refuse to believe there is-there will
be an opportunity between now and nest
session, assuming that both of us will be
back here to play our respective parts, no.
doubt from the seats we now occupy-

Mr. Mann: I cannot understand that.

Mr. GRAHAM: I think the hon. member
for Avon Valley looks a little surprised at
the thought that there would be any land-
lord who would permit his tenant to get
so far behind in his rent without taking
any action,

Mr. Mann: NO; I cannot understand your
department allowing the rent to get so far
in arrears.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not intend to go any
further into the circumstances of this case.

Mr. Mann: That is what surprises me.

Mr. GRAHAM: Very well; I will merely
indicate a few of the circumstances. The
head of the household, unfortunately, spent
a period In Fremantle gaol. He is an ex-
Government employee. Re has a very
large family of about eight children, and
his wife is expecting another child: and
a teen-aged daughter Is also expecting a,
child. Under those circumstances, is it
possible for a State instrumentality to
throw a man, his wife and eight children,
including two expectant women, out into
the street? On humanitarian grounds
they must remain. I am not criticising the
private landlord, because he must look at
the situation from the point of view of his
investment.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But I know of
some private landlords-at least I know of
one in particular-who have kept their
tenants in houses without any payment. in
one case, the tenant has been there for
years and years.
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Mr. GRAHAM: As has been said so often,
one swallow does not make a summer. I
am seeking to indicate what I think should
be obvious.

Mr. Mann: I think your department has
done a very good job by forcing some
people to pay their rents-I am referring
to those who would try to avoid paying
their rents. It is essential that they do
pay, but some of them try to put it across
merely because the State Housing COrn-
.mission is a Government department.

Mr. GRAHAM: While I did not see the
-replies to some questions that were asked
this afternoon, I think it will be indicated
that the State Housing Commission has
played a prominent part in the eviction of
unsatisfactory tenants. But I repeat;
tenants are shown the utmost leniency
!possible.

The concentration in recent years has
ibeen on what one might call special
Bchemes, some having been adopted from
choice, and some having been thrust upon
the State Housing Commission. For in-
stance, as is generally known. 30 per cent.
of the commission's funds are passed over
to building societies. That is required of
us by the Commonwealth Government, and
this year it will mean 0900,000 less avail-
able to the State Housing Commission.
The moneys, of course, are still being used
in the construction of houses.

We have assisted quite a number Of
native families, and approximately 40 per
cent. of them have reasonably met re-
quirements. Although 50 to 60 per cent.
have fallen by the wayside, they have tried
hard in some cases for quite a period, but
have not been able to keep up the stan-
dards or the payments required. It is
pathetic that by and large the coloured
person is the first to leave a staff when
economic circumstances become difficult.
Very many of these People have given up
the ghost, because they have found it im-
possible to gain employment; or if they
do get work, it is only intermittent, and
some of their initial pride and interest has
been destroyed.

But I rrefer to have a look at the pro-
position from the point of view of the
successful ones, rather than from the point
of view of those who have failed. On occa-
sion there has been a little feeling in a few
centres on the part of white people
amongst whom these coloured People live.
Sut I have always felt that the natives
have been at the receiving end of the
white imm~'s activities, and that we owe it
to these coloured! people to be as tolerant
as we possibly can be.

This year. as is generally known, the
State Housing Commission has embarked
On an extensive programme of providing
homes for aged couples-in the main,
pensioners. These small cottage fiats, or
semi-detached dwellings. are being built
in many suburbs and many country towns
from one end of the State to the other.

It is intended that the programme shall be
continued. As the rental of a pensioner
couple is only 23s. a week. it is reduced to
115. a week if one of the parties passes on
and there is a sole survivor. The difference
between that amount and the average of
£2 15is. a week is met by rebate. Under the
No. 2 Commonwealth-State rental agree-
ment which operated from July, 1956, the
Commonwealth makes no contribution
whatever in respect of rebates, and Western
Australia is one of the few States which
applies that consideration to the tenants
of its homes.

Hon. members are aware of the housing
loan guarantee scheme, from which there
can be some considerable results over the
next 12 months or so, judging by certain
portents. Only yesterday a certain person
called at my office. He feels that as a
consequence of a trip he will shortly make
to other parts of Australia, there will be
approximately £200,000 available to him
for lending under that guarantee scheme.

The State Housing Commission itself is
granting second mortgages to people. It
has done that in some hundreds of cases.
There are many people of the type to whom
I referred as those bogged down; and very
many of them are self-helpers who have
proceeded to a certain extent in the con-
struiction of their homes but, owing to
certain difficulties-usually financial-are
unable to complete their structures. Those
people receive almost immediate considera-
tion from the State Housing Commission
on the ground that they are triers. If they
have encountered difficulties they are the
ones deserving of asisstance, far more than
those who casually fill in application forms;
and without a great deal of sacrifice,
manage to save the £50 for the minimum
deposit on a State housing home.

I do not want that to be taken as a
criticism, because some people are in such
circumstances that it is impossible for them
to find more than the minimum deposit.
Whilst not seeking to deny anybody reason-
able amenities and standards of living, I
consider it rather ludicrous that people
owning motor vehicles, radiograms, and
other items of household goods, experience
the utmost difficulty in producing the re-
quired £50 for a deposit. I am not making
that comment critically. I only make
reference to it as a fact.

It is obvious to hon. members that where
there is a concentration of State housing
homes in the new suburbs, at practically
every other house there is a car parked
in the garden, and within the house there
are found many amenities which are not
enjoyed by even hon. members of this
House.

Another achievement during the year was
that of getting rid of the emergency ac-
commodation-the old evictee Camus. In
the course of the next fortnight the last
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remaining person in the emergency hous-
ig camp will be transferred to the metro-

politan area. No-one can be happier or
prouder of the fact than I that the object-
ive of eliminating those 525 units of ac-
commodation, which served a useful pur-
pose during the difficult days, has been
reached. They can now be dispensed with.

Mr. O'Brien: The tenants will be placed
in individual homes?

Mr. GRAHAM: They will, with the ex-
ception of a few "no-hopers." The latter
have been turned out, and somehow it was
possible for them to find accommodation
themselves. The reason I am referring to
emergency housing accommodation is this:
When I first became Minister for Housing
I officially visited one of these camps.
which was not by design, but merely be-
cause I stopped along the road and that
happened to be the first house I entered.

In the little Yard beside the evictee hut
was brand-new Morris Oxford sedan.
When I went Inside, the first article that
met my eye was a new electric stove. I
also saw a radiogram, and a fine ref riger-
ator of tremendous proportions, and
similar articles. That person who was
seeking a home was a little critical, not
about the Government, but about a Gov-
ernment department, as the present Gov-
ernment bad taken office only a few weeks
before that time, and had not had the
opportunity to do anything.

He was taken aback when I suggested
that be had sufficient resources invested.
obviously in recent weeks, in the household
articles, even though they were purchased
on time-payment, to have enabled him to
make a substantial deposit on a new home
privately. Apparently that seems to be the
outlook in 1958 and the years round about.
I suppose we must act as public instrumen-
talities in accordance with that outlook
and the ways of our People.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think Govern-
ments have contributed to that feeling.

Mr. GRAHAM: That may be so. We
must be realistic about that attitude. It
is here. It is the attitude of the people
whether we like it or not. Because of these
various schemes and the necessity to give
attention to other public works, as well as
the channelling of £900,000 of what was
State Housing Commission funds to the
building societies, the building programme
of the State Housing Commission itself
has, over the past three years, been con-
siderably smaller than the programme for
the several years immediately preceding.

Because the housing situation has eased,
it is still possible for the State Housing
Commission to be within measurable dis-
tance of providing the reasonable require-
ments of the People. For instance, over
the past 12 months 1,000 houses have been
vacated by tenants. If it were not pos-
sible to obtain accommodation elsewhere,
obviously those houses would not be coming

back to the commission. The vacating of
those houses increased considerably the
stockpile available to the commission,
although the flow of new houses from
builders is comparatively small. The figure
of 1.800 is in respect of rental properties
only. It will be appreciated that the
greatest movement is In respect of those.

A further indication that all is reason-
ably well is that during the past 12 months
no fewer than 1,000 families have rejected
an offer of accommodation made by the
State Housing Commission. This indicates
that the position is reasonably easy: that
people are getting "choosey;" and that it
is not a matter of the People needing
accommodation at any price, as was the
case only a few years ago. The people
now want a, particular type of house, in
a Particular locality for the sake of cer-
tain attractions, on a6 sloping block, with
glimpses of the river. Some people will
have nothing else but green and black tiles
in the house, a large kitchen, and so on.

One such Person happened to be in my,
electorate. He was not prepared to accept
a house in a certain locality, although It.
was most convenient to his Place of em-
ployment, because that would take him.
away from the district and he had a very-
strong interest in a certain football teanr
in that district.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Perhaps you were
his member Of Parliament and the Minis-
ter for Housing and he Could afford to be
"choosey.,,

Mr. GRAHAM: He may have thought
that; but he received the standard treat-
ment meted out to those who unreasonably
reject Offers of accommodation. Accord-
ingly he has to wait for a further period
of 12 months before a second offer is made.
If he repeats the same performance his
name will be removed altogether from the
list. That is the standard practice. I feel
that, from public Pronouncements made
from time to time throughout the year,
and from questions and answers given in
this House and in another place, the over-
all Picture is very well known.

I wish to emphasise, however, that con-
trary to a Popular belief outside, the bulk
of the activities of the State Housing Com-
mission is in respect of Purchase homes
and not rental homes. For instance, dur-
ing the Past Year. the number of houses
which have been sold to the 30th June last
is 15,423, The number of rental homes
which the commission has is 12,023.

I do not want to blow out my chest, or
that of this Government, in respect of the
preponderance of Purchase homes, as I
think that in this matter we can forget
party Politics. However, I can be quite
lair, in speaking of Western Australia. in
saying that State Governments are anxi-
ous that where possible the citizens of the
community should own their own homes.
I think that would apply all round.
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It might be interesting to have a dis-
section of Commonwealth-State homes,
which are built as rental homes and then
can be purchased. Under the No. 1 agree-
ment, 1,914 have been sold; and under the
No. 2 agreement, the figure is 828. 1 men-
tioned that 400 People have been granted
second mortgages by the State Housing
Commission. Under that scheme, which
operated from December, 1955-just three
years-a sum of £240,000 has been spent.

The revenue to the commission may be
of interest to hon. members. The amount
received during the last financial year was
L5,636,000. Of this--in round figures-
£2,225,000 represents repayment by people
who are purchasing homes; and £1,700,000
was received by way of rentals. The State
Housing Commission has about 27,000
clients, who are making periodical and
regular payments in the great majority of
cases. They are either renting or pur-
chasing their homes. There are 12,000
houses that must be maintained. Inspec-
tions are necessary, and attention is re-
quired from time to time.

It is for those reasons that I emphass
the 27,000 individual accounts and te
number of entries to be made. Local
authorities all over the State have to be
dealt with in the matter of rates. assess-
ment notices, and so on; and to handle all
of this detail requires a considerable staff.
apart altogether from supervision and
technical officers, who are required when
there is an expansive building programme
in operation.

Mr. Roberts: Is there a tendency for
arrears of rent to increase?

Mr. GRAHAM: Over the past couple of
years there has been a tendency In that
direction, owing to a lessening of employ-
ment with overtime and fewer husbands
and wives both working. Those condi-
tions have almost disappeared. Going still
further, a certain number of people exper-
ience unemployment, or considerable
periods of intermittent employment. As a
counter to that, the State Housing Com-
mission is watching the Position more
closely than it did: and because of the
greater availability of houses outside, it
does not hesitate, to the same extent,' to
take eviction action if the tenant will not
respond when capable of doing so.

I want to emphasise that if the arrears
are caused through genuine illness, or
genuine unemployment, then the utmost
leniency is extended. I do not know of one
case, where the arrears have been attri-
butable to those causes, that the State
Housing Commission has taken eviction
action. Even though an order of the court
has been obtained, the State Housing Com-
mission still gives the utmost time to the
tenant; and in certain cases it does not
take any action at all. The State Hous-
ing Commission does not want to tip people
nut on to the street; it desires to have

families occupying the homes. Generally,
they are able to stand up to their obliga-
tions.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.7 p.m.

There are just a couple of other points
that I desire to mention. First of all, a
greater emphasis is being given to the con-
struction of homes in rural areas now than
ever before. A greater percentage is be-
ing built outside the metropolitan area
than at any other time in post-war years.
As a matter of interest, the number of
houses erected in country districts is 5,248,
in 134 different localities. In addition
to the ordinary building Programme of
rental homes or homes under the Com-
monwealth-State housing scheme, as is or
should be known, a stage has been reached
where, under some of the schemes, it de-
Pends upon the local communities them-
selves as to whether houses are provided.

Under the war service homes scheme,
for Instance, there is a common priority
date throughout the Commonwealth; and
if applicant No. 492-for the sake of argu-
ment-reaches his turn, it matters not
whether he seeks to erect a home under
that scheme in the metropolitan area, in
Bunbury, (Inowangerup, or anywhere else.
He takes his turn; and under that scheme
at Present, for the construction of indi-
vidual houses, there is no waiting period
whatever.

I therefore appeal to hon. members--
Particularly those from country districts
where additional homes are sought in the
townships-to impress upon ex-service
men the fact that they can, under the
most generous terms, get immediate as-
sistance under that scheme. Of course
that will help in building up the avail-
ability of homes in the locality concerned.

In addition to what is being done in the
country, the Government has decided this
year that a sum of £60,000 should be de-
voted to the erection of homes for Gov-
ernment employees in country centres.
There is a difficulty in regard to those
people who are subject to transfers, such
as railway employees, school teachers,
members of the Police Force, agricultural
inspectors, engineers of the Water Sup-
Ply Department, Main Roads Department
employees, and so on. I admit that the
£60,000 will not go far in one year. but
it is hoped gradually to build up a stock-
pile of homes that will be available for
allocation to Government officers who are
transferred from place to place, and these
houses will not be available to ordinary
members of the community.

There is nothing novel about this ar-
rangement, because in bygone days it was
the practice for the Education Department
to attach one or two homes to the schools
in country centres to provide accommoda-
tion for the principal members of the local
school staff. So. commencing from this
year, the State Housing Commission-as
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the borne-building department--will have
these houses constructed, and a repre-
sentative committee will be meeting from
time to time to decide in which country
towns they shall be built and to which
category of officer they shall be made
available. I have been prompted to men-
tion this because, during the afternoon
tea suspension, one hon. member-who
represents a country electorate-men-
tioned the case of a school teacher.

To those hon. members representing
country districts5-and, indeed, all hon.
members, who can point to lists of out-
standing applicants--I will emphasise what
was contained in a reply sent to the hon.
member for Dale yesterday; namely, that
experience has shown that the list of out-
standing applicants can be severely
pruned. The total number of applicants
can be reduced by about 10 per cent., to
allow for overlapping or duplication-, that
is to say, where an applicant has applied
for a home under two or more schemes.

In addition, there is a wastage of ap-
proximately 50 per cent. due to a change
in family circumstances. For example,
an applicant may change his mind and
find that he does not want accommoda-
tion. In some instances, applicants have
been able to provide homes for themselves.
Again, the applicant may have moved on
to another centre. Incidentally, I would
point out to hon. members that those ap-
plicants who are transferred to another
centre carry their priority with them, but
their transfer does reduce the impact of
the need for accommodation In the towns
that they leave.

If in any country town there happen to
be 100 outstanding applicants, it can
reasonably be assumed that 40 houses will
be sufficient to meet the demand. That
does not mean that 40 houses must be
built; because, as I have already indicated.
there are more houses becoming available
to the State Housing Commission, because
of the tenants vacating them, than are
coming forward from the building con-
tractors.

I mention that factor because the figures
relating to outstanding applicants can be
most misleading when approaches are made
to the State Housing Commission for con-
sideration based on the gross number of
applicants In a particular centre under the
headings of all housing schemes. I do not
think I need say any more in respect to
the overall housing position.

In regard to forestry activities, the
annual report, by and large, tells the story,
as I indicated in this Rouse several days
ago. An analysis is being made of re-
maining Crown lands to determine which
of those lands can best be set aside for
agricultural pursuits and what part of the
balance should be retained for commercial
timber purposes, having regard at the same
time for the requirements that are neces-
sary for the purity of water supplies.

This piece of brown paper that I have in
my hand represents something which may
be of interest to hon. members, because It
has been manufactured from Western
Australian red gum, or what is often known
as marri. I can make this piece available
to any hon. member who wishes to inspect
it. In the manufacture of the paper, the
timber is first pulped. The timber was sent
to the Eastern States and a certain quan-
tity was processed.

It can be seen that the brown paper is
of first quality, and it is something of
which Western Australia ca't be proud. I
have brought this to the attention of hon.
members because I am confident-I do not
think I am disclosing any Cabinet secret--
that the day is not far distant when a
much greater percentage of our timber will
be used, not only for constructional pur-
poses--as it is now and always will be--
but also for processing into wallboards of
one type or another; into paper; and for
the extraction of certain chemicals; and a
little thought will show that some timber
by-products can be extremely useful in
many industries,

Mr. Brand: What are the technical diffi-
culties associated with pulping our own
timbers?

Mr. GRAHAM: I would not like to be
questioned closely in regard to this. But
unfortunately not many industries in this
State could process timber for paper, etc.
or the manufacture of wallboards, because
in order that the industry may operate on
an economic basis, a tremendous output is
necessary; and with our limited popula-
tion-unless outside markets can be
secured-there is little prospect of these
developments taking place.

However, inquiries have been made in
other parts, and I think that before long
there will be some positive results. With
your permission, Mr. Chairman, I will lay
this brown paper on the Table of the House
so that hon. members may inspect it if
they so desire.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister may lay
it on the Table of the House.

Mr. Court: Is that a fair sample of the
paper that can be produced on economic
levels?

Mr. GRAHAM: No. This was taken as
a sample lot by the Forests Products
Division of the C.S.I.R.O., and it was pro-
cessed especially in order to indicate what
its potentiality might be. I might ex-
plain that the brown paper I am re-
ferring to is the circular piece, and not
the envelope. Having regard to all the
circumstances, I do not intend to proceed
further; but if any hon. member wants me
to explain a particular point, I will en-
deavour to do so later, or supply the in-
formation to him in due course.
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MRt. WILD (Dale) [4.293: 1 think It will
be agreed that in the last two or three
years the housing problem has dropped
from the high and important level it
occupied a feWF years ago. This is on
account of the large number of houses
that have been built, together with the
fact that in later Years men have been
doing more for themselves In regard to
providing their own homes. Also, the rate
of migration has slowed down, and the
lag in the building trade has been over-
taken. The attitude of the Minister and
myself during- the past two years is also
perhaps indicative of the fact that the
problem has gone dead, and been over-
come; because a couple of years ago we
used to get into bolts about it, and become
quite heated when discussing it.

When talking about housing and
forests, I would like to say how sorry we
all were to hear of the untimely passing
of Mr. Shields, an officer who had been
in close association with all hon. members
of Parliament for a number of years. He
gave a great service not only to the
Housing Commission, but also to Paria-
ment. On no occasion did we ring him up
or go to see him without his giving
our problems his individual and personal
attention, and providing us with the right
answer, if that were at all possible. I
would say that not only the Housing
Commission, but the State as a whole, Is
much the loser for his untimely passing.

The Minister made reference, as he has
done over the years, to the large number
of houses sold by the present Govern-
ment. The Minister must agree that in
the first four or 41 years of the McLarty-
Watts Government -we had no power to sell
houses, and we had to start behind
scratch.

There is one f eature which I would like
the Minister to explain, and that Is the
maintenance of the wooden houses that
have been erected. I do not want the
Information so much in connection with
the brick houses, because the cost of
their maintenance is not quite so high.
I venture to suggest, however, that the
controversial Austrian houses and Cook-
Sims houses, and the timber houses that
have been erected throughout the State,
must be causing the Government a
terrible headache.

Mr. Graham: No.
Mr. WELD:, One has only to look at

the amount that is taken out from the
rent, and set aside for the maintenance
of these houses, to appreciate what I
mean. These timber-framed houses must
need painting at least every five years;
and knowing what the cost of painting
a house is today, I cannot reconcile my
thinking to the fact that the amount set
aside from the rent will be sufficient, as
the years go by, which will mean that
the question of maintenance will get big-
ger and bigger. I know that I would not

like to own a timber-framed house and
set aside the amount that is taken from
the rent by the Housing Commission for
maintenance and repair.

Mr. Graham: Strangely enough, it does
not cost much more to paint a timber-
framed house than a brick house.

Mr. Brand: What does It cost to paint
a house?

Mr. WILD): Another point on which I
would like some information from the
Minister is the housing settlement at Mani-
ana. Hon. members know that when
this suburb was in the course of erection
four years ago, it was the subject of a
great deal of criticism. I think that was
amply justified over the years, because
when hon. members are asked to find
a house for somebody and the applicant is
told that he can have a house straight
away at Maniana we find that five out
of every six wiil say that they would rather
continue living in their sub-standard con-
ditions than go to Maniana.

Mr. Graham: Where did you get that
impression?

Mr. WILD: From hard, cold experience
over the past 12 months. I would assure
the Minister that that is so without, at
the moment, being able to quote actual
cases.

Mr. Graham: They used to say that
about Willagee,

Mr. WILD: r appreciate that, but it has
a bad name; and as the Minister knows,
there has been a bigger turnover in Mani-
ana than in any other housing settle-
ment.

Mr. Brand: The hon. member for Beeloo
said that.

Mr. Graham: That is because it is
isolated.

Mr. WILD: It may be slightly isolated,
but it is close to an industrial section
of Perth. It is not far from Welshpool,
and there are a number of factories spring-
ing up there. I have known people to re-
fuse the offer when it has been suggested
that they accept a. place in Maniana. They
have said they would rather live where they
were.

Mr. Graham: What would be the reason?
Mr. WILD: I do not know. In some

cases it is possible they feel that their
neighbours might be unsuitable.

Mr. Graham: Actually the Maniana
houses are almost identical with the pen-
sioner-cottage fiats, with the exception
that in Maniana they have an additional
bedroom: and, In some cases, a sleep-out
as well. Yet the pensioners are rushing
the cottage fiats.

Mr. WILD: My attitude has always
been that if a man can be provided with
a house which keeps the weather out, he
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should be obliged to take it. I was adamant
on that point, and insisted that if a
man's need was so great as to induce him
to apply for a house he should accept
what was offered to him. I do not know
why people are knocking the Maniana
houses back. It is possible that they do
not want to live there for a very good
reason.

Mr. Graham: Because it is a long way
from the pub, and a long way to the
pictures, and so on.

Air. WILD: There is another Point on
which I would like some information,
and that refers to the reimbursement for
housing. I am afraid I missed the cue
last evening; but I notice in the Treasurer's
Estimates that no provision is made for
reimbursement for housing. Last year
£35,000 was provided. Is the Govern-
ment not going to reimburse the people
in the Australian houses?

The only observation I wish to make
in connection with forestry is in regard
to the use of waste timber. The Minister
showed us a sample of paper that had
been manufactured by the C.S.I.R.O. from
Western Australian timber. Every time
I visit forestry country and see waste tim-
ber lying around, I immediately try to
conceive ways of using it. Like myself.
the Minister has, no doubt, visited the
the pine plantations in South Australia,
where no part of the tree at all is
wasted. Use is made of the leaves and
everything else. In Mt. Gambler and
Mt. Birt there is a large timber-pulping
plant, and it manufactures all the total-
isator tickets for Australia. If that is
possible in South Australia, then the same
thing could be done by more research into
our red timbers.

Mr. Graham: We were hoping to use a
lot of waste timber in 'a new charcoal iron
industry.

Mr. Court: Surely you could think of
something else!

Mr. WILD: I think that is what we
might call the subject of a later lesson.
However, I am very gratified to see some-
thing has been done, and hope that those
responsible will endeavour to ensure that
the terrific amount of waste timber that is
lying about the place is used for making
paper or something like that. I know of
quite a number of items which could be
sent to the Eastern States to compete suc-
cessfully with products there. As a matter
of fact, there is one in which I am par-
ticularly interested, and I know it could
be produced here. It has been proven that
we can export certain goods to Sydney very
successfully. The excuse cannot be ad-
vanced that there is no large market, be-
cause there is a tremendous one in the
Eastern States.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) (4.31]: There
is one aspect of housing administration
about which I would like some Informa-
tion. In 1957. the State Housing Com-
mission had E800,000 allocated to it from
the Commonwealth Government. This
Year the sum was £905,000. The matter I
would like the Minister to explain is in
respect of building societies. Some of
these have been established in both the
metropolitan area and country districts for
many years.

These societies have received an alloca-
tion this year equivalent, approximately,
to that which they received last year.
However, there are a number of entirely
new companies or societies which this year
have received large allocations in compari-
son with the old societies. I might in-
stance the society from my own electorate;
namely, the Bunbury Building Society.
Last Year the allocation it received was
£20,000; and this year, although there was
a larger sum to be allocated, the society
received only the same amount, while a
new body-the Thornlie No. 1 Building
Society-received £:60,000. I would appre-
ciate it if the Minister would indicate the
Policy of the State Housing Commission
in regard to these allocations.

Mr. COURT (Nedlands) [4.33]: When
the Minister replies, would he be good
enough to give us some indication of the
result of the tenders called on the new
basis of maintenance on State Housing
Commission homes? He answered a ques-
tion for me a few weeks ago, and at that
time the tenders were about to close. No
doubt the department will have had an
opportunity to examine whether suitable
tenders were offering; and whether any of
them were accepted; and what will be the
effect on efficiency and cost of the main-
tenance organisation.

THE HON. H. E. GRAHAM (Minister
for Housing and Forests-East Perth-in
reply) (4.33]: Taking the last point first,
I must confess I have no information;
but I fancy that only yesterday afternoon
the board of the State Housing Commis-
sion was giving attention to the tenders
that had been received for this area main-
tenance. Therefore I cannot indicate to
the hon. member for Nedlands how it is
likely to turn out. I think I have men-
tioned on a previous occasion that some
of the maintenance work is done by day
labour-that is. by the State Housing
Commission's own day-labour organisa-
tion-and some by private contracts, 50 per
cent, being allocated to each in the metro-
politan area. This system works out very
satisfactorily.

There is some healthy rivalry between
the two methods, and there can be com-
parisons regarding quality of work and
also price. Through the contractors we
have a check on our own men to see that
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they are doing a job at a reasonable figure.
There is pretty close accounting done in
connection with this matter; and In the
same way, if houses in similar localities
are being painted at the same time, and
one in area A, after a couple of years,
needs repainting, while one in area B is
still quite all right, we are able to trace
the painter.

If the hon. member for Nedlands does
not mind waiting until next session, sub-
ject to the electors being willing that both
of us shall still be here, and my being In
the position I now occupy, I will inform
him. However, if the hon, member is
really interested and does not want to
wait until then, if he would care to drop
me a note in the next day or two I could
let him know by letter in the next week
or two.

Mr. Court: I was not just curious, I was
really interested to find out the effect of
tenders.

Mr. GRAHAM: Well, if the hon, mem-
ber will write to me I will be only too
happy to supply the information, To deal
with matters in reverse order, the hon.
member for Bunbury sought some explana-
tion regarding the method employed in
allocating money to building societies.
There are a number of factors taken into
account. The Bunbury Building Society
to which he referred Is one that has been
in existence for some time, and is an
established organisation. It has other
sources of income for Its purposes, and the
funds from the State H-ousing Commis-
sion are supplementary, which was the
intention of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. In the case of some of the societies
which are co-operatives, they are newly-
born, and it is suggested that it is not
economic for such an organisation to
commence unless it has a minimum of
£40,000-worth of business in the first year.

There was not nearly sufficient money
to meet all the claims made for funds:.
and in the case of the Thornie organisa-
tion which, I think, formed-from memory
-in the vicinity of ten building societies.
it was decided these societies should more
or less amalgamate and get a small sum
in respect of each, which would amount
to quite a respectable total -when put In
one lump sum. That, I think, would be
the explanation of the £60,000. In other
words, an increase was made to Thornlie;
but there were, in fact, a number of build-
ing societies all under its aegis. This
scheme is giving encouragement to the
formation of new societies, a number of
which will probably have to paddle their
own canoes to a great extent after they
have been established.

Mr. Roberts: As more new societies are
created, will the allocation be increased?

Mr. GRtAHAM: I think it would be, par-
ticularly after the most recent talks I had
with Senator Spooner, who is the Corn-
monwealth Minister in Charge of these

activities--that is, under the Common-
wealth-State Housing Agreement. The
hon. member for Dale is wondering
about the problem of maintenance. This
is provided for under a formula in the
Comnmonwealth-State Housing Agreement
Act. For a number of years the whole
concentration of materials, manpower and
finance was on the erection of new homes,
and maintenance was allowed to get into
arreas: but over the past several years
maintenance has been attended to, and
the arrears have almost completely been
taken up. By the end of this financial
year the State Housing Commission will
be abreast of its maintenance work.

About £400,000 was spent this year on
several thousands of homes in addition to
the minor repairs which crop up from week
to week in both old and new homes. F5rom
the rentals that are paid, a certain pro-
portion goes into a fund from which cer-
tain commitments are met, maintenance
being one of them. In addition, the long-
term liability of the State Housing Com-
mission is reduced every time a State ren-
tal home is sold. It was indicated that
2,800 have already been disposed of, which
means that there are 2.800 fewer homes
which have to be maintained over the bal-
ance of the 53 years which is their life
in accordance with the formula that is
employed.

The hon. members for Dale wanted to
know what had happened to a certain item
of reimbursement by the Treasury in re-
spect of imported houses. The commis-
sion is bearing that burden itself instead
of the Treasury doing so. I had mixed
feelings about it when giving attention
to the matter; but the responsibility is
borne by the State Housing Commission
because there would be a penalty imposed
by the Grants Commission against West-
ern Australia if the Treasurer continued to
meet the cost. So, henceforth, it will be
paid by the State Housing Commission
itself; and indeed, just prior to the 30th
June, It recouped to the Treasury pay-
ments that had been made over the several
immediately preceding years.

The only other matter was the concern
expressed by the hon. member for Dale in
regard to the timber which is wasted in
our forest country. I am afraid at this
stage a great deal cannot be done, as has
been intimated earlier; because as we get
more and more industries able to Pulp
and pulverise and chip out timbers so
that they can be converted into other use-
ful materials such as the brown paper I
have placed on the Table of the House. so
will a greater percentage of this otherwise
waste timber be used: and, as I inter-
jected, the Government hopes to see estab-
lished a charcoal iron industry which will
make a well worth-while contribution in
that respect.
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Item, Salaries, £368,000.
Mr. COURT: The Estimates show there

were eight administrative officers last year
and only one this year; and 160 clerks
last year as against 197 for 1958-59. If
one takes the money value of the clerks
and temporary assistants, one finds that,
In total, it is approximately the same as for
the previous year. It may be there has
been some reorganisation within the de-
partment. Could the Minister tell us
something of the employment of officers
within the department?

Mr. GRAHAM: The figure "8" alongside
"administrative officer" is a misprint. It
should be "0" because the position was
created only within the last 12 months,
approximately. I have not the complete
answer in regard to the hon. member's
question; but when the labour position was
scarce, employees were picked up from
anywhere and everywhere. In many cases
they were not particularly satisfactory. In
quite a number of instances seniors were
doing jobs normally performed by juniors.

Subsequently the Public Service Commis-
sioner felt that the time had been reached
to form the foundations of a public ser-
vice in the years to come. Unfortunately
quite a number of the old-timers had to be
dispensed with. That may seem a little
heartless; and some hon. members com-
plained about it. They wanted to know
what the prospects were of a married man
of 55 getting another job as compared with
those of a young person. However, the
Public Service Commissioner has to look
at these matters on a long-range basis. I
think that is, largely, the explanation.

Mr. Court: The numbers indicate that
more persons are employed.

Mr. GRAHAM: I think the explanation
would be, not altogether a reclassification,
but a reorganisation so that people who
previously might have been supervisors,
inspectors, and so on, have now been classi-
fied in the clerical section. It will be seen
that there has been an increase in clerks
but a decrease in temporary assistance.
This suggests that some of these people
have been transferred from one section to
another.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Forests, £372,852-put and passed.

Vote-Chief Secretary, E111,861:

THE HON. A. MW. MOIR (Chief Secretary
-Boulder) [4.47]: The activities of this de-
partment involve the supervision of charit-
able collections, film censorship and the
like, prisons. Correspondence Despatch
Office, the Registrar-General's office, and
the observatory.

As hon. members will no doubt be aware,
the observatory affairs have been continu-
ally before the public in the last 12 months
due to the International Geophysical Year
programme, the activities of which are
expected to extend to the end of this year.

The Government Astronomer (Mr. Spigi)
has been awarded a Oledden travelling
scholarship for research and is proceeding
to the United States of America, Great
Britain, and Europe at an early date. I
have no doubt that the results of this
research and the contacts he will make will
be of considerable benefit to the obser-
vatory and to the State.

For the year ended the 30th June, 1959,
some 55 organisations participated in 30
appeal days. The gross collection by all
organisations was £55,721. This is ap-
proximately £6,000 less than was collected
last year. Supervision of these appeals has
been continued by the department, which
requires certain conditions for proper con-
trol to be put into eff ect by the collecting
organisations. Financial statements must
be submitted to the department for
checking.

The administration, supervision of ad-
vertising, and registration of film distri-
butors and exhibitors, concerned with the
Censorship of Films Act, 1947, has been
continued. Uniformity of classification is
ensured by agreement with the Chief Com-
monwealth Film Censor (Mr. C. J. Camp-
bell). Fees collected for the year were
£1,513, and the cost of administration on
behalf of the State amounted to £300.

It will be recalled that there was much
criticism concerning the lack of film cen-
sorship some years ago, particularly with
regard to exhibitions before children, This
aspect has more or less been overcome by
the provisions of the Censorship of Films
Act, which, to a great degree, places the
responsibility on parents to ensure that
children do not go to films which are
classified "unsuitable for exhibition before
children".

Renovations are being carried out in the
Registrar-General's office. A new com-
bined public room and strongroom, which
will provide a better and more economical
service to the public as well as much more
congenial surroundings for both public and
staff, is nearing completion.

It is proposed to use the existing public
room, after it has been renovated and
suitably furnished, solely for the celebra-
tion of civil marriages, whilst an adjacent
staff room will also be renovated and used
as a waiting room in connection with mar-
riages. The use of these two rooms as out-
lined should remove the cause of much ad-
verse criticism by the public.

The prison estimates provide for an in-
crease of nearly £10,000 on last year's ex-
penditure. The main reasons for this in-
crease relate to provisions of a new award
for staff and for additional employment
facilities within the prison.

Before providing general information for
hon. members. I would first like to refer to
the sad passing of the late Comptroller-
General (Mr. A. MacKillop) who died a
few months ago. Mr. MacKillop had been
associated with our prison administration
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for many years, and first came to the de-
partment from New South Wales in 1946.
He was responsible for the introduction of
prison educational facilities and many
other improvements. His human approach
to the needs of inmates was born of an
understanding of the frailties of human
nature. He was respected by prisoners and
staff alike. The State is poorer for his
passing.

As the population of the State has risen,
so has the prison population; and, as a
consequence, the department has found it
necessary to provide more workshop fatqi-
ties at Fremantle. A tlnsmith's shop hits
been opened, and the appointment of an
instructor has been necessary. Other pro-
vision has been made for the occupation of
prisoners.

The Public Works Department has car-
ried out extensive renovations in the fe-
male prison at Fremantle, and the old
buildings there are now in a much better
condition than they have been in the past,
At the Pardelup prison farm, 24 more huts
will be erected, so that by the transfer of
appropriate prisoners a reduction of the
numbers at Fremantle will eventuate, In
addition to these huts, staff quarters will
be needed.

The excellent standard of our stud cattle
at Pardelup continues to be maintained
and the sale of livestock and other produce
helps considerably in the upkeep of the
prison farm. What it does to the inmates,
however, cannot be measured in money.
The department continues to be grateful to
the officers of the Department of Agri-
culture for their assistance in the Pardelup
prison farm activities.

Barton's Mill continues to be the main
activity for the supply of firewood for our
institutions. At the same time it is the
means of providing useful work for the
type of inmate who can be trusted in such
conditions. Alcoholics Anonymous con-
tinues to give hope to some of our prison
inmates. Through the influence of this
organisation a number of "old lags" show
signs of reforming.

A grant by the Government and help
from the Lotteries Commission enables the
Prisoners' Aid Association and the depart-
ment's welfare officer to provide assistance
in the field of welfare and employment
for discharged prisoners: although in the
latter regard, this is getting more difficult.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Registry and Friendly Societies,

E35,821; Prisons, £228,250-mit and passed.

Vote-Observatory, £8,055:
Mr. BRAND: Can the Minister indicate

whether, following the agreement with
Hale School, the observatory will ulti-
mately be shifted from its present site,
and the area taken over by the State
Government for public buildings?

Mr. MOIR: No determination has yet
been made.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Local Government, £38,308:
Mr. BRAND: Is the Minister going to

introduce the Estimates?
Mr. MOIR: For the information of the

Leader of the Opposition, neither the Min-
ister for Justice nor I appear to have any
notes on this and the next item.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Town, Planning, £31,738-put and

passed.

Vote-Medical, £3,640,075:

THE HON. E. NULSEN (Minister for
Health-Eyre) [4.56]: The total estimated
expenditure for my departments last year
amounted to £6,291,028. I feel that my
officers have done their best, and have
carried out their work efficiently. The
estimated cost of operating the Medical
Department for this financial year is
£3,460,075, compared with an expenditure
of £3,508,127 in 1957-58.

There is still a shortage of nursing
staff, mainly in country areas, in spite of
the large numbers being trained. The
growth of the State and new hospitals
erected are reasons advanced for the
continuing shortage; but, as hon. members
are aware, this State is not alone in its
difficulties in this direction.

The old tradition is that a girl has to
be of a reasonable age before she can
start to train. As a result, we find we
are losing a tremendous number of young
girls because, whilst at the time they leave
school, or get their Junior certificate, they
would like to commence training, they are
not eligible to do so until they are 17,,
years old. With the present standard of
education, I feel that 174 years is a little
old. I have said previously that in other
parts of the world consideration has been
given to permitting girls to commence
training at the age of 154 or 16. This.
I consider, is only reasonable.

I have a couple of grandchildren who
are anxious to be nurses. One of them
worked at the University, and after a while
she did not want to leave. However, she
did leave and did her nursing training and
is now qualified. The other one went into
Goode Durrant and Murray's, and she did
not want to leave her employment. But
only a few are so enthusiastic that they
ultimately leave the employment they enter
after leaving school.

I feel that, generally speaking, girls
have a greater sense of responsibility than
have boys. A girl of 16 is equal to a boy
of 18. At the age of 18. boys are in re-
sponsible positions in the army and air
force; some of them are fighting for their
country. I know that quite a number of
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hon. members will not agree with me.
They consider that for a nurse to be a
responsible person, she must be of mature
age. I disagree with that. I think we are
a little out of date In that regard-we are
a little too traditional.

Mr. Cornell: I think you had better
chew that one over.

Mr. NUILSEN: if we could start training
our nurses at an earlier age, even if we
extended the length of their training, I
think it would be better, because at the
moment they are going to other occupa-
tions and we cannot get them to leave and
take up nursing. It is something that will
have to be considered in the future; but,
unfortunately, people over 30 years of age
become so traditional that they do not
like to move with the times. A man can
become a doctor shortly after he turns 21;
a man can become a lawyer at about that
age, too.

Mr. Cornell: A man could not become a
doctor at 21 years of age!

Mr. NULSEN: I have known a doctor of
24 years of age. What is the difference
between 21 and 242 Not much mentally,
judging by the hon. member and me.

Mr. Cornell: I will give up arguing with
you on that basis.

Mr. NEJLSEN: I still maintain that we
have to move with the times. Time
marches on; but, unfortunately, we do not
move with it. If we want more nurses in
order to staff our hospitals throughout the
world, we will have to give greater con-
sideration to allowing them to start their
training at an earlier age than they do
now.

The department is continuing in its
drive to interest young women In taking
up nursing; and lectures in secondary
schools, visits to hospitals and nursing
exhibitions are methods by which nursing
as a career is being fostered. As far as
funds have permitted, a programme of im-
provement of buildings and equipment has
been undertaken in our hospitals.

Generally speaking, the department has
done a very good job in that regard. Tak-
ing into consideration the finance available
for hospitalisation, I feel sure that no-one
could have a grouch. I am of the opinion
that we should compliment the department
and the Government on what they have
done for hospitalisation in this State.

At the Royal Perth Hospital, one of the
old wards has been remodelled, and work
on another block is well advanced. The
Perth Chest Hospital has been opened and
is now admitting patients. The chest hos-
pital will be a great asset for this State.
Wonderful strides have been made in the
last four or five Years in regard to tuber-
culosis, and the average has been reduced
from about 32 to 35 Per 100,000 to five per
100,000. It looks as though it will not be

long before tuberculosis will become one
of those sporadic diseases similar to diph-
theria.

Remodelling work at the Wooroloo,
Sanatorium is in progress prior to the ad-
mission of general hospital cases, including
some long term. Wooroloo Hospital, when
it is finally cleared-and we hope that will
be by the beginning of next year-will be
used for the care of elderly people. It will
be ideal for that work and will make a
large number of hospital beds available
for other patients. About one-third of the
hospital beds are now occupied by aged
people; they must be looked alter, and we
are trying to do it by other means.

Major additions worth about £90,000 have
been commenced at the Derby District
Hospital; and at Roebourne Hospital a new
ablution block is nearly complete. New
hospitals are being planned for Fort
Hedland and Onslow. Other substantial
works completed include -

Manjimup Hospital: New block con-
taining both midwif ery and female
general beds and new operating
theatre.

Williams Hospital: Major repairs and
renovations.

Bridgetown Hospitah. New children's
ward, x-ray and office facilities.

Oeraldton Hospital:- New theatre block,
new children's ward and new
mechanised steam laundry.

Donnybrook and Corrigin Hospitals:
New nurses' quarters.

Marble Bar Hospital: Ward block and
laundry.

Geraldton is entitled to a regional hos-
pital, and consideration is being given to
it. We have the land and it merely needs
clearing and levelling. That will be done
as soon as possible, and then it will be
ready for the establishment of a regional
hospital. It is a huge district and has
limited facilities in this regard, because
there are no other nearby hospitals, with
specialists and the necessary facilities.

The site for the Bunbury hospital has
not been finally decided. I know that the
hon. member for Bunbury Is rather anxious
about this, but I would remind him that
the people down there will have to decide
on the site. One site has been selected,
but I have been told that the people are
not entirely satisfied with it. Apparently
they would sooner have another site; and,
of course, it will be subject to the approval
of the department.

Mr. Roberts: I feel that some definite
decision should be made at the earliest
possible date in regard to the iM acres.

Mr. NUI.SEN: Naturally the department
will come to a decision as soon as possible,
I had a lot of trouble at Esperance on a
matter such as this. The People picked
one place where they thought the hospital
should be built; it was on a hill and there
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was a wonderful view. But they forgot
that aged people have to be looked after,
and it would be impossible for outpatients
to climb the hill to the hospital.

Major works are in progress at King
Edward Memorial, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie,
Kojonup, Macrn, and Kellerberrin Hos-
pitals, and construction of the Albany
regional hospital has commenced. Plan-
nling for extensive additions and modernisa-
tion is well advanced for Narrogin. Bussel-
ton, Katanning, and Collie Hospitals, and
tenders will be called this financial year for
new hospitals at Osborne Park and Es-
perance. and for a group laundry at
Shenton Park.

In co-operation with the board of the
Perth Dental Hopital, the Government
has agreed to the decentralisation of dental
treatment facilities from the hospital in
Wellington-st., Perth. Dental clinics have
been established at North Perth, Victoria
Park, and Albany; and other clinics are
under construction at Boulder and Bun-
bury.

Members will see that reasonable pro-
gress has been made in regard to the
medical care of people in this State; be-
cause of the progress that has been made,
I do not think any hon. member could have
a grouch, particularly if he looked at the
Matter along reasonable lines.

MR. MAY (Collie) [5.10]: There is very
little one could criticise in regard to the
Medical Department; but I do not know
bow other country members have found
the situation in regard to the Mt. Henry
Home. I have had considerable trouble in
trying to get patients into the home; as
a matter of fact I have had one patient
admitted over a period of 12 years. In
my opinion the metropolitan area should
not be allowed completely to swamp the
admissions to this home; I think it should
be on a pro rata, basis.

Mr. Novell: Of course it should be!
Mr. MAY: I do not know how the de-

partment works out the admissions, but if
one makes any inquiries as to why it is
not possible to get someone admitted to
the Mt. Henry Home, one is presented
with a long list of 700 to 800 names of
people waiting to be admitted. Maybe
other country members have found the
same position; and, because I have been
able to get only one person admitted in
12 years, I think admission should be on
a Pro rata basis.

The position with Sunset Home is not
so bad, provided the admissions are
ambulatory, and can look after them-
selves; once they get into the 13, C, and
D) category, It is difficult to get them ad-
mitted. I realise that the accommoda-
tion is just not available; nevertheless,
country districts should be entitled to
some admissions, and should not be placed
on the list with the metropolitan
admissions.

I know that, so far as the metropolitan
area is concerned, it is easy to send out
an inspector to inspect each case. That
cannot be done with country people, and
we have to rely on the case we can put
forward on someone's behalf. To my
mind some greater consideration should be
given to country admissions than is being
given at present.

There is one other matter I should like
to mention, and that concerns x-ray
plants. Collie is badly in need of an
x-ray plant, but it costs a lot of money.
We have been told that if we can provide
£6,000, the department will find the
balance. But having regard for the in-
direct taxation placed upon people in
country centres-and I suppose upon
people in the metropolitan area-E6,000 is
a lot of money in addition to the ordinary
rates and taxes.

I think country people are entitled to
the same amenities as are enjoyed in the
metropolitan area; and if it is at all pos-
sible, country centres which have a big
population should be given consideration
in matters which affect the hospitalisa-
tion of the people. It would also assist
the metropolitan area because patients
would not have to be sent to Perth for
treatment. At the moment, owing to the
inadequacy of some country hospitals,
hospitals in the metropolitan area are
becoming overcrowded.

Generally speaking, the Medical De-
partment is doing a wonderful job, and
I have no complaint In regard to it. But
if there is anything that is worrying any
country member, this is the time to speak
about it. We have a wonderful maternity
hospital at Collie-something out of the
ordinary in this State-and the Minister
should be commended for providing it. By
and large we have nothing to complain
about, and I congratulate the department
on the good work it Is doing.

Mr. NORTON (Gascoyne) [5.15]: I want
to align my remarks with those of the hon.
member for Collie. During the debate on
the Estimates last year I spoke along the
same lines. I suggested to the Minister
that certain institutions should be estab-
lished In country centres for the housing
of aged and invalid persons. I suggested
that an annexe be added to all country
hospitals, as is the case in Queensland.

I understand that in that State Prac-
tically every large country hospital has
what is termed a senile annexe. That does
not necessarily mean the inmates are
senile In mind. They may be sick, crippled
or unable to look after themselves. Such
people are admitted into those annexe§ in
order that they may receive the necessary
treatment.

When I spoke on this subject last year
I outlined some of the costs which would
be involved. In the long run they showed
that such patients could be cared for at a
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smaller cost to the state than they could
be cared for in the Mt. Henry or Sunset
homes. By adding on an annexe to country
hospitals some costs would be saved, be-
cause there are already staff and the
cooking facilities available. It is a matter
of adding one or two wards, depending on
the population of the centre.

This matter should be looked into by
the department so as to give patients of
this type an opportunity of remaining in
their own districts when they become too
old or sick to look after themselves. In
that manner they would be able to remain
with their friends and relatives for the rest
of their days.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [5.17]: I
would like to make a few brief ob-
servations to the Minister for Health.
I was interested to hear the re-
marks of the hon. member for Collie in
reference to the Sunset Home for aged men,
and I endorse those remarks. However, I
offer to the Minister and to the Medical
Department my sincere gratitude for the
way in which any application I have made
on behalf of aged men from the Goldfields
who wished to end their days at the Sun-
set home has been dealt with. My re-
quests have been very quickly and satisfac-
torily met. I congratulate the people con-
cerned for having satisfied the wants of
the aged from the Goldfields.

At the present time there is on the Gold-
fields a pensioners' lodge which also caters
for the needs of old people. Some of them
have lived all their lives in their own dis-
tricts, and they have the district under
their skin. At times they are very loth to
go elsewhere, as happened to some of the
people who were sent to the Sunset Home.

The Sunset Home and the Goldfields
Pensioners' Lodge cater fairly adequately
for the needs of the aged people. Of course
there are problems when some old people
are loth to leave the district but cannot
be admitted into the Goldields Pensioners'
Lodge.

I congratulate the department on the
manner in which the needs and requests
of the Kalgoorlie District Hospital have
been met. Careful and meticulous atten-
tion has been paid by the department,
through the Minister, to the needs of the
hospital. I am fairly safe in saying that
this hospital is one of the best equipped in
the State. I would like to pay a tribute
to the secretary of the Kalgoorlie District
Hospital who is at present on leave, and
also the acting secretary. These two
gentlemen have been very co-operative
and helpful in giving advice to me, as
member for the district.

The doctors in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
are highly respected and they have given
me a great deal of assistance in regard to
people who are required to travel to the
city for specialist treatment. I would like

to have placed on record my appreciation
of the medical practitioners in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder.

I conclude by congratulating the depart-
ment on its establishment of dental clinics
in the country districts. I was informed
by the Minister that the dental clinic in
Boulder, now in the course of construction.
will be opened in January. This will be
a great boon to Pensioners and others in
the district who are situated on the lower
rung of the economic ladder.

There is another problem confronting
not only myself but every hon. member in
this Chamber; that is, the supply of optical
needs to people in the lower-income group
and to pensioners. I have often been asked
by pensioners to do what I can to enable
them to obtain spectacles. This problem
still requires much attention, I trust that
a satisfactory solution will be found by the
department.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
[5.20]: 1 take this opportunity of
mentioning two matters concerning the
Medical Department. I wish to com-
ment firstly on the hospitalisation
costs of pensioners, particularly the
costs that will apply from the 1st January,
1959. Most of us have been under the
impression that pensioners receive abso-
lutely free hospitalisation. But, since about
three years ago, a charge has been made
against pensioners for their hospitalisa-
tion after they have been in hospital for
28 days. There has been a cushioning
period of 28 days of free hospital treat-
ment.

Mr. Nulsen: Then we only charge them
part of their pension.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Alter that
period a charge of 8s. per day is made
against a pensioner. For a variety of rea-
sons, very little opposition was raised from
this side of the House to that particular
proposition. The pensioners themselves
who had to stay in hospital for a long
period desired to make some contribution.
Part of their pensions could be utilised to
enable them to live in the precincts of the
hospitals.

The existing system is to be changed.
and as from the 1st January next the 28
days of free hospitalisation will be dis-
continued. Alter that date, pensioners
admitted to hospitals will become imme-
diately liable to a charge of 8s. per day.

I believe a scheme is to be instituted
under which pensioners will be able to
insure themselves at a reasonable rate
through a friendly society, or a hospital
fund. If that insurance is availed of, they
will be hospitalised free of cost for almost
any length of time. I am bringing this
matter up, because if no Publicity is given
to it, pensioners who become ill after the
New Year will receive a Christmas Present
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in reverse. Up to this stage pensioners
have not been informed of this impending
change.

Mr. Nulsen: They have been well in-
formed. The Pensioners' League has agreed
to the change.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not think
that all have been informed. I shall be
pleased to hear the Minister's explana-
tion on that point.

Mr. May: You have not been In touch
with all Pensioners.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I certainly
have.

Mr. May: Some pensioners have told me
about this matter.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Some pen-
sioners may have told the hon. member,
but no Public statement has been made. I
would Point out to the hon. member that
I am not offering a destructive form of
criticism. What is the matter with him?

Mr. May: What is the matter with you?
Can't you develop the Christmas spirit?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The hon.
member is usually very sound and helpful
in these matters. Obviously on this occa-
sion he Is showing that the strain during
the end of the session is affecting him.

Mr. May: I am sure that the pensioners
are happy to be able to insure themselves
for 9d. a week.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I contend
that many Pensioners have not been fully
apprised of this situation. They will have
to pay 8s. a day for hospital charges, be-
cause they will not have Joined the friendly
society or hospital fund in time. The
widest publicity should be given to this
insurance scheme so as to ensure that all
Pensioners join it in time to receive free
hospitalisation in the new Year. If that
publicity is not given, some pensioners
will be placed at a severe financial dis-
advantage.

I believe that pensioners must have
joined the society or the hospital fund for
two months before the hospitalisation
costs can be met. There are fewer than
28 days before the New Year and it behoves
the Minister to make some public state-
ment on this matter. I have held back may
constructive criticism for weeks, hoping
that some information would be conveyed
in the proper manner to pensioners. Word
has got about by devious means to pen-
sioners, but there has been no inspired
statement from the Minister or the de-
partment with regard to this matter. I
think he will agree with me that he should
hasten to take the necessary steps to en-
sure that pensioners are not penalised un-
necessarily.

The next matter I wish to mention Is
the provision of dental clinics in certain
parts of the State. I feel sure-and here
I probably disagree with those hon, mem-
bers who are sitting behind the Minister

-that the Government has adopted the
wrong method in establishing dental
clinics in various parts of the State. For
example, it has Provided dental clinics
within the Precincts of the metropolitan
area; and they have been provided at
Albany. and also at Bunbury.

Mr. Evans: What about Boulder?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINfSON: Is there al-

ready one in Boulder?
Mr. Evans: Under construction.
Mr. Moir: It was badly needed, too.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I contend

that the Government would have been far
better advised if it had tried to provide
dental services in places where there were
no private enterprise dentists offering
their services.

Mr. Evans: That is where you find the
conglomeration of pensioners on the lower
range.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: If no pri-
vate enterprise dentists are offering In any
particular place, I think the Government
is justified in Providing a service. How-
ever, in the places which I have mentioned
-and probably in Kalgoorlie too-private
enterprise dentists had offered their ser-
vices. We find that no provision is made
for dental services in quite a number of
towns in this State, and these are the
people whom we should endeavour to help
In the matter providing dental services.

The Government's view as to assisting
these people is somewhat different from
that of hon. members on this side of
the House. We feel that the cheapest
way of providing dental services to people
in indigent circumstances is by a form
of subsidy to the private operator.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister tried hard to
get a scheme of that kind.

Mr. Nulsen: They would not co-operate.
Mr. ROSS HUTCINSON: I do not think

the Minister Is quite right.
Mr. Evans: He is right as far as Kal-

goorlie is concerned.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: We feel that

a form of subsidy is best, because it would
be more economic in the long run; and
because we believe in private enterprise.

Mr. Nulsen: This fee has been Put
up by the dentists in the State.

Mr. ROSS HJUTCHINSON: The Govern-
ment believes there should be a socialised
system of dental clinics, while we believe
the service should be provided by private
enterprise. However, that argument aside.
there remains a very large number of
people in the more remote parts of the
State who could receive the welcome
attentions of the Government in this
respect.

To my way of thinking, It would appear
that the Government has been at fault
in instituting clinics In towns where there is
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already a dental service. I might point
out here that private enterprise dentists
all over the State have, on many occasions,
assisted people who have not been in a
position to pay dental expenses. This ser-
vice has been provided either free of charge,
or at a very low cost.

Mr. Evans: Never heard of it!
Mr. O'Brien: We are very short of

dentists.
Mr. ROSS HUTYCINSON: I agree.
Mr. O'Brien: Your scheme would be

unable to operate.
Mr. Evans: Would you say socialism

is justified where Private enterprise has
failed? That is what you are saying.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: No; the hon.
member is trying to make a generality
out of the particular statement I have
made: that there is a field the Govern-
ment could enter. If the hon. member
decided to set up a dentist's establishment
in Mt. Magnet, he would, in all probabil-
ity. find himself on the rocks or bankrupt
before very long, and he would be unable
to do anything about it.

Mr. Nulsen: You would not expect the
Government to establish a dental service
at Mt. Magnet?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: No; and I
think the Minister realises that I would
not. Ways and means should be found
to provide mobile dental clinics, as has
been done in other countries. These could
serve the country areas which have no
dentists on offer. I consider that money
should not be spent in establishing dental
clinics where private dental services are
not offering, and that instead mobile dental
clinics should be provided to cater for
outback areas.

Mr. O'Brien: That is exactly what hap-
pens at the present time. We have a
mobile dentist.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: Apparently
the hon. member is satisfied with the posi-
tion in the far-flung parts of the State.

Mr. O'Brien: Not completely; but con-
sideration has been given to the matter.

Mr. ROSS HUYTCHINSON: Instead of
imposing high costs upon the department
in order to establish these dental clinics,
portion of that money might well have
been used to better advantage where it
was more greatly needed.

In conclusion, I would ask the Minister
to give consideration to the making of
a ministerial statement in regard to pen-
sioners; and if he so desires, to say some-
thing in regard to my proposition regard-
ing dental clinics.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) [5.38]:
One of the most remarkable things to my
mind is the attitude of the Government
towards 17J acres of land in Bunbury

which was originally set aside for a reg-
ional hospital. I do not know what is in
the minds of other people at this stage in
regard to that site, but I can assure the
Minister that it is very close to the main
residential centre of Bunbury and is situ-
ated in such a position that the main fron-
tage faces north overlooking the beautiful
Forrest Park, and is in close proximity to
Forrest Avenue.

It has been intimated that 171 acres is
not sufficient land on which to build a
regional hospital. As to whether the medi-
cal authorities are keen on the bungalow
or multi-storey type of hospital, I do not
know: but I would say that, from a work-
ing aspect, the multi-storeyed hospital
would in all probability be more efficiently
run.

I trust that a decision will be made in
the near future, because there are numer-
ous people throughout the South-West who
are most interested in a commencement
being made on a regional hospital. I have
previously said in this Chamber, and will
continue to say it until such time as a
regional hospital is opened in Bunbury,
that the people in the South-West are en-
titled to certain medical services which,
at the present moment, they are precluded
from enjoying. This means that they have
to go to Perth for specialist medical treat-
ment.

Mr. Nulsen: People also have to go
from Perth to Melbourne.

Mr. ROBERTS: I agree; but the Min-
ister must also agree with me that a person
who is in need of specialist treatment must
be close to those who are near and dear to
him or her. Therefore, I repeat that at
the earliest Possible date the Government
should come to a decision in regard to the
174 acres of land which, at the present
moment, according to the officials, is con-
sidered to be too small.

I agree that over a period of years con-
siderable extensions and renovations have
been effected at the district hospital in
Bunbury. Nevertheless, a regional hos-
pital is required in the South-West at the
earliest Possible date.

I agree wholeheartedly with previous
speakers in regard to accommodation for
the aged. The hon. member for Collie
had something when he said that the ad-
missions to centres like Mt. Henry should
be on a proportional representation basis,
whereby a certain number of people from
country areas would be entitled to admis-
sion to such homes. Like him, I know
how difficult it is to get old ladies or old
men into the Mt. Henry Hospital; but I
do feel that the Government must give
very serious consideration, in the years
ahead, to the establishment of homes for
the aged in country areas-not only for
females but for males also.

It has been suggested that annexes be
provided in close proximity to the local
hospital. I can assure the Minister-and
he is fully aware of it-that a number of
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the aged in my electorate occupy beds at
the hospital which, at times, are required
for urgent accident cases or something like
that. If we had a home there those old
people could be adequately housed. I feel
that the establishment of the dental clinic
in Bunbury Will be of great benefit to the
pensioners and others entitled to attend
it.

Mr. Potter: Then you disagree with
hon. member for Cotteslee.

Mr. ROBERTS: In what respect?
Mr. Potter: About the Government run-

nling dental hospitals.
Mr. ROBERTS: I do not know what

point the hon. member is making. I feel
that the dental clinic must be properly
controlled, in regard to those who attend
it; because, unlike the position in Boulder,
there have been dentists in practice in
Bunbury for many years, and in the past
they have done an extremely good job for
the aged-not only for Bunbury but for the
districts in close proximity also. At times
they have done the work for no fee at
all. I trust that the Minister will give
consideration to the question of the
regional hospital at Bunbury, and the
other points I have just made.

THEE HON. E. NULSEN (Minister for
Health-Eyre-in reply) [5.42]: 1 intro-
duced only the Medical Vote, and I have
not dealt with the homes and others. Can
I deal with them separately, Mr. Chair-
man?

The CHAIRMAN: Homes have been
dealt -with already by hon. members.

Mr. NULSEN: As a country member I
agree with the view that has been ex-
pressed that aged people's homes should
be dealt with on a priority basis. But
that would be difficult, because we could
not have empty beds held if there were
patients waiting to get in. The hon.
member for Collie objected to the people
in his electorate having to contribute
x-ray plant; but if they find one-third,
the Lotteries Commission will probably
find one-third, and I am satisfied that
the Government will contribute the
balance. At all events, I will give con-
sideration to the whole question.

The hon. member for Gascoyne referred
to the aged and invalids. I will be attend-
ing a conference in Queensland early in
January and will investigate the position
there. The idea of an annexe to a
hospital is Probably a good one, but
I would like to see an example of how it
works out. In Kalgoorlie there is a beauti-
ful lodge for the aged and invalids, and
in that direction we encourage the people
to help themselves. Wherever people do
that, the Government is willing to find
at least £3,000 for the establishment of
such a lodge and will contribute to the
maintenance of it.

We have given considerable thought to
the question of optical services. This is
really a social service, in respect of which
the Commonwealth should take action,
but in any event we help those concerned
if they can come to Perth, although we
cannot assist them in the back country.
We have means of getting them glasses
at a much reduced rate in Perth, and the
same applies to dental treatment. The
hon. member for Cottesloe mentioned
hospitalisation costs; but if he goes into
the figures, he will find that the cost per
bed in this State compares favourably
with the cost elsewhere In Australia and
is below that in most of the other States.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But in regard to
pensioners!I

Mr. NULSEN: From the 1st of Janu-
ary pensioners will have to make a con-
tribution. If they join the medical fund
-they have had plenty of time to do so
and the Pensioners' League has agreed
to the scheme-they will receive the
benefits.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Not all pen-
sioners are members of that league, and
there are many who do not know about
the fund.

Mr. NULSEN: The department has
broadcast it; and, If necessary, I will
make a statement in the Press to ensure
that they know of it. The 9d. per week
is a very small contribution, but it will
entitle them to 12s. from the Common-
wealth and 12s. from the fund.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: If they do not
know, or only now begin to pay the 9d.
per week, they will not benefit straight
away-

Mr. NUISEN: The 8s. per day referred
to is the Commonwealth contribution if
they do not belong to the hospital fund.
If they join the fund they are entitled to
an extra 4s.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But the State
takes out 8s.

Mr. NULSEN: No; if they cannot pay
we do not push them. If they are in a
position to pay, there is no reason why
they should not make some contribution.
I think the Government has done a wise
thing in investigating the position in this
State regarding dental clinics. On the
recommendations of those who made the
inquiry, the Government has established
dental clinics in places which had not
the necessary services. Those clinics give
the aged and Invalids an opportunity of
being treated on a fair basis. Thie depart-
ment tried to get the dentists in this
State to co-operate; but they would not,
and asked from £26 to £28 for a full set
of dentures. That was absurd.

Mr. Brand: How much does It cost the
Government to provide them?

Mr. NULSEN: Usually they get a set of
dentures for anything from £4 to £6 de-
pending on their financial position.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I prophesy that it
will be far more expensive in the long run
to have these clinics.

Mr. NTJLSEN: I do not think so. We now
have a mobile dental service which treats
not only children, but adults also. Admit-
tedly that service is not sufficient, but we
cannot get enough dentists. Owing to the
high qualification required, the dental pro-
fession is now a close preserve. Dentists
require almost the same qualifications as
doctors, but we cannot find fault with the
requirement of high qualifications.

The hon. member for Bunbury comn-
plained about the lack of a regional hos-
pital at Bunbury, but the Government and
the department have it in mind. If I did
all that was necessary In regard to hos-
pitals. I would require anything up to
£12,000,000. The hon. member said anyone
is entitled to the service of specialists, and
I agree that there should be regional hos-
pitals at Bunbury, Geraldton, and Albany.
Albany was first chosen because it was
worse off than the other centres in that
regard. Northam has been mentioned, but
I think either Geraldton or Bunbury will
come next, and I believe that Geraldton's
need is at present greater,

We have spent a lot of money on the
Bunbury hospital, and when I was there
recently I could see nothing wrong with it.
There seemed to be sufficient beds to meet
requirements. Of course, the doctors want
more beds, and they had a deputation to
me in that regard, but did not put a very
strong case.

Mr. Roberts: It is the people of the
South-West, more than the doctors, who
want the beds.

Mr. NtJLSEN: The Government is sym-
pathetic towards invalids and the aged and
has a plan to help those who will help
themselves. If it is possible to raise f9,000
in the area, the Government will supply a
maximum of £3,000 and will help with
maintenance, up to a maximum of £500.
The Mt. Henry Home is a wonderful place,
but is five or six times too small for the
population of this State, and how we are
going to cope with the position I do not
know. To establish such service on a pro-
portional basis would be beyond the means
of the department, unless we had empty
beds. It might be possible if there could
be a fund to pay for the beds when empty-

Mr. May: That would be too silly.

Mr. NULSEN: I agree; it would be too
silly.

Mr. May: I think we are entitled to more
than one admission in 12 years.

Mr. NULBEN: I agree with the hon.
member; but I have had a couple admnitted
from the Goldfields.

Mr. May: You beat me then-

Mr. NUL.SEN: I agree that the hon.
member is entitled to more than one
admission In 12 years. But how many
applications has the hon. member made?

Mr. May: I have made more than one
application. Whilst waiting to be admitted,
however, the people have died.

Mr. NULSEN: Provision is made in the
homes estimates for the maintenance of
Mt. Henry, and Guildford Women's Rome
and the Sunset Men's Home. There is still
a constant demand for accommodation in
these homes, and if it were not for the con-
stant liaison between the department and
the private rest homes, the position would
be extremely difficult.

We have assisted private rest homes
wherever possible because we have not had
sufficient space for aged people in our
institutions. Emphasis is placed on the
care of bed and senile cases who are mak-
ing a constant demand upon available in-
firmary beds. At this stage I pay tribute
to Mrs. Hummerston, who is doing a
marvellous job. In fact, I think she is
entitled to recognition from the Queen for
the excellent work she has done in this
field of aged people and "meals on wheels."

The CHAIRMAN: Are these Items in the
Minister's general estimates?

Mr. NULSEN: These notes deal with my
estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Standing orders lay
down that all the Minister's estimates must
be dealt with in the one speech.

Mr. NULSEN: The League of Home Help
continues to carry out a wonderful service
In the provision of "meals on wheels" for
aged people in their own homes. The
establishment of social centres for the aged,
like the one in Cleaver-st., West Perth,
from where meals are provided and de-
livered, tends to keep aged people out of
hospital and institutions as long as possible.
Excellent work is also being done by the
Goldfields Aged Welfare Association for
caring for the aged on the Goldfields.

Mr. Evans: Hear! hear!
Mr. NULSEN: This association has pro-

vided a social centre and a home at
premises in Boulder. I believe that, so far
as the Government is concerned, all the
matters that have been raised have been
given due consideration, The Premier has
always been most sympathetic towards any
application to assist the sick, the invalid,
or those who cannot help themselves. He
has been very considerate and tolerant to-
wards assistance being granted for the in-
curably sick and others who may be
afflicted. Anything the Government can
do to help aged people who, after all is
said and done, were the pioneers of the
early days, will be done. Even the infant
health clinics have done an excellent job
in their own particular sphere.
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The CHAIRMAN: I will have to rule that
the Minister cannot deal with any other
divisions that he has before him, because
they should have been dealt with when he
was introducing his departmental esti-
mates as a whole.

Vote pust and passed.
Vote-Homes, £371144-Put and passed.

Vote-Public Health, £C446,931:
Item 6, infectious Diseases-Payments

to Hospitals ascertained cast of Infectious
Diseases cases-infectious Diseases Hospi-
tal, £E20,000.

Mr. BRAND: Could the Minister indicate
to the Committee what is the position in
regard to the disease of trachoma which
has been reported by his own medical
officers as being a dangerous disease, par-
ticularly among children? What action
has the Minister taken, in co-operation
with the minister for Education and
other Cabinet Ministers, to provide septic
tanks and other precautionary measures
to ensure that this disease does not spread
or is prevented from becoming established
in schools.

Mr. NULSEN: The offlicers of the Medical
Department, in co-operation with the
Education Department and the Native Wel-
fare Department, have travelled the
greater part of the State in treating
trachoma. This disease is regarded as
dangerous, but it can be easily treated. if
a doctor gives Instructions to the patient
on how to treat it, a cure can be effected.
Several trips have been made by the mnedi-
cal officers, even to those areas close to
the border of South Australia and in the
North-West. Professor Mann has travelled
over most of this State; and, to date, the
treatment of trachoma has cost the Gov-
ernment a great deal because its danger is
fully realised.

I have often wondered whether the
disease which was widely known as sandy
blight when I first came to Western Aus-
tralia was, in fact, trachoma. I suffered
from it in the early days, and I was
placed in a dark room with tea leaves
placted over my eyes, and eventually I was
cured. Dr. Henzell and his deputy have
been very enthusiastic in their attitude to-
wards providing treatment for this disease.
I am sure the department has nothing to
be ashamed of in its efforts to combat
trachoma,

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Tubercuosis, £598,000-put and

passed,

Vote-Mental Health Services, £950,610:
Item, inspector-General of the Insane,

£6,315.
Mr. BRAND: I notice there is a sub-

stantial increase in the estimate for this
item for this financial year. I realjse that

there have been some changes in person-
nel; but does this increased figure indicate
that the Inspector-General's salary has
been greatly increased, or is there some
other explanation?

Mr. NULSEN: An amount of £2,495 was
taken up by an allowa~nce made to Dr.
Thompson on retirement. No increase has
been made in the salary of the Inspector-
General of Insane.

Item, Medical Superintendents and Medi-
cal Staff, £44,315.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This item
has been increased to £44,315 from the
estimate last year of £31,293, despite the
fact that the staff has been increased only
by two:, from 14 to 15. Could the Minister
give the reason for the substantial increase
in this salary item?

Mr. NULSEN: This increase is accounted
for by provision being made for the follow-
ing additional staff--

(a) Staff for Havelock psychiatric out-
patient clinic;

(b) Staff for the new reception home
(Montrose H-ouse) in the Clare-
mont Hospital grounds;

(c) Additional staff for the Claremont
Mental Hospital;

(d) Extra nursing staff for all institu-
tions;

Ce) Retiring allowance for the Inspec-
tor-General; grade increases and
allowances.

That is the only explanation I have here
for the increase In the estimate.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Crown Law Offices, £E551,135:

Item Clerks of Courts and Clerks; also
District and Special Allowances, £97,405.

Mr. BRANDl: Under this item I presume
I can speak on the matter of country
courts, their operation, and the facilities
which should be provided In them. I
raise this question again in order to keep
it before the Minister. If we are to ask
people to accept responsible positions such
as justices of the peace in any district,
especially when they are called to sit in
judgment on people, we should make a
special effort to provide the necessary
facilities In the local courts, not only by
way of the buildings themselves, but also
in any way that they will add to the comn-
fort of those serving in them.

Mr. NULSEN: In reply to the Leader of
the Opposition, I1 would point out that
stipendiary magistrates formerly paid by
the Treasury were paid by the Crown Law
Department as from the 25th October,
1957. An additional amount for the full
year for 1958-1959 has been allowed.
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Mr. WATTS: I would like to draw the
Minister's attention to the case of Mr. E,
L. Turnbull who has acted as private mem-
bers' Parliamentary Draftsman f or many
years. I understand he is paid an allow-
ance of only £40 per ann for the extra
work. That is completely inadequate when
one considers the work he has had to do
in the last two or three years, and the
Minister should make an allowance com-
mensurate with the services performed by
that gentleman.

Mr. NULSEN: I admit that Mr. Turnbull
has worked very hard and I will have the
matter Investigated.

Item, Public Trust Office-Incidentals,
including advertising, £C9,500.

Mr. COURT: Last session I raised this
matter with the Premier, and referred to
the Auditor-General's report, and the
Premier indicated that legislation would be
introduced. Apparently the decision sub-
sequently was not to introduce legislation
this session to rectify the query raised by
the Auditor-General. I would refer hon.
members to pages 114 and 115 of the
Auditor-General's report for the year end-
ed the 30th June, 1958, dealing with the
Public Trustee Common Fund. Could the
Minister tell us whether the Government
proposes to bring down this legislation at
a later date, or is there any reason why
it has refrained from doing so on this
occasion?

Mr. NULiSEN: I do not know much about
this item. Of late years we have reduced
the interest to the common fund by regu-
lation. The amount seems a little high,
and if am inclined to believe it includes
unclaimed money. Nevertheless I will have
the matter investigated for the hon. mem-
ber and let him know.

Mr. Court: it is nearly £22,000 for one
year.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Licensing, £9,764: Arbitration

Court, £27,501-put and passed.
Votes-Education, £7,842,600; Labour.

£14,440.

THE HON. W. HEGNEY (Minister for
Education and Labour-Mt. Hawthorn)
(7.37): 1 would like to pass a few appro-
priate remarks on these Estimates. Apart
from the Railway Estimates, I think the
vote for the Education Department is the
largest of all the departments. Without
making any wild comparisons, I think that
from the financial point of view the revenue
of this department would be amongst the
lowest of the departments in terms of cash.
Hon. members will probably agree when I
say that money spent on the advancement
of education is the best long-term invest-
ment in which any Government could In-
dulge. There is undoubtedly an increasing
interest in education In this State generally.
This is all to the good.

If hon. members wiUl refer to the Educa-
tion Department's annual report, they will
see that during the last nine years the
school Population has almost doubled. In
the schools today, up to the 19th December,
there will be 111,000 children-that is, in
the State schools. There are approxi-
mately 33,000 In the non-Government
schools of Western Australia. When I took
over this rather interesting portfolio, the
school population was in the vicinity of
87,000. Since then there has been an in-
crease of about 25,000. As the Leader of
the Country Party will know, since his term
of office the school population has pro-
gressively increased, and it will continue to
do so for some time.

The Education Department vote for this
year Is in the vicinity of £'7,843,000, which
represents an increase on last year's ex-
penditure of approximately £360,000. One
of the reasons for that increase is the in-
creasing number of teachers; and, Inci-
dentally, it will be found that a great pro-
portion of the teachers are on the right
side of 35. As the hon. member for Cot-
tesloe and the hon. member tor Kalgoorlie
will know, automatic increments will be the
obligation of the department for some
Years to come.

At this point I might say that on the
12th December, at Winthrop Hall in the
University, I will, as the Minister for
Education, perform the very pleasant func-
tion of handing over 437 certificates to
successful trainee teachers. These teach-
ers will be posted to various parts of
the State next February. Referring to this
important aspect of education, I might
indicate that there are 973 young men and
women at the teachers' training colleges;
and we anticipate that in 1961, due to the
progressive increase in school population,
we will need an increased number of teach-
ers. Consequently next year we hope to
have 1,150 trainees in the two colleges.

At present the number of teachers in the
service of the State-that Is, f or primary,
secondary, and technical education-is
3,79 5. It Is anticipated that with wastages,
resignations, and so forth, there will be
4,000 next February. It is rather interest-
ing to see the increase in the number of
teachers throughout the State; and we
are also obliged to retain the services of a
number of experienced married women
teachers who are on supply.

I want to refer briefly to one of the
schools which has played a very important
part in education in Western Australia, I
allude to Perth Modern School, which is
within a mile of this Chamber. Hon.
members will know that for many years
it was the only high school in the State.
As time went on, however, others were
built In various places, such as Geraldton,
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Bunbury, Albany, and the Eastern Gold-
fields and others have been established
since.

It has been decided that Perth Modern
School will alter its selective purpose and
will be an ordinary district high school.
As hon. members know, there are about
27 rooms being added to this school. Un-
fortunately, they will not be ready next
February, but it is hoped they will be
occupied at the beginning of the second
term next year.

Some people have said that the depart-
ment should retain the individuality, as it
were, of Perth Modern School; but I have
been advised-and as a layman I would say
the advice is quite all right-that the cir-
cumstances today are entirely different
from those existing some years ago, and
that there is no need now for such a school.
In this connection, I would point out that
in the last five years 14 high schools have
been established, including the John Cur-
tin, and one at Narrogin. As the hon.
member for Vasse knows, there is one on
its way at Busselton. There is also one
at each of the following places :-Tuart
Hill, Mt. Lawley, Midland Junction, Arna-
dale, Manjimup, Merredin, and Applecross.

Hollywood, which Is in the electorate of
the hon. member for Nedlands, also has
a high school, and there is also one at
Scarborough where a number of rooms will
be available in February. There are others
at Belmont, Kwinana, and Katanning. I
am not making any wild or woolly promises,
but in the near future-and I do not mean
three or four years' time-we hope to
establish a high school at Melville. 'There
is also one at South Bentley and another
at Embleton. I do not expect hon. mem-
bers to know where that is. but the hon.
member for Maylands would know, because
it is in the north Bayswater district. It
may be of interest to hon. members to
know that extensions are being effected
to the school at Narrogin. as also to the Al-
bany, Bunbury, Northam, Eastern. Gold-
fields, Geraldton, and other high schools.

Mr. May: And Collie.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes. At Collie, an
administration section and extra rooms
are being erected. So there should be no
complaints against this Government,
which is endeavouring to keep pace with
the increasing demand-and it Is not easy.
When I look at the hon. member for Stir-
ling, I am immediately reminded that two
new rooms are going to be added at Mt.
Barker. I am afraid that when I look at
the hon. member for Avon Valley, I can-
not give him what his district would be
entitled to in ordinary circumstances.

It may be of interest to hon. members
to know that there are a few districts in
which the original school and the school-
site have become outmoded and unsatisfac-
tory in accordance with present-day needs.

and the department has acquired proper-
ties near the schools. When I think of
Brookton. I am reminded that one section
of the school is on one side of the railway
line, the second section being on the other
side.

It is the department's ambition, of
course, to have a consolidated school. But
where we find that there are growing dis-
tricts with no school, we have to place the
emphasis on providing accommodation
where there is none. If that situation
applies to other districts represented by
hon. members in this House, they will know
that their claims are not being overlooked.

I might say that we have taken into
consideration, in regard to the Murchison
District and the North-West, the desir-
ability of establishing secondary education
facilities either at Mt. Magnet, on the
Murchison or at a place like Port Hedland
or Roebourne in the North-West. We have
accommodation at Derby and we consider
that this is very desirable. The Minister
for Native Welfare is vitally interested in
that school. Of course, it is incumbent
upon the Government and the department
to have regard for the isolated places;
but with the limited finances available
we also have to keep within the bounds
of practicability.

In regard to the North-West, an interest-
ing innovation took place some few years
ago, and we have followed the practice
since. This is to ensure that all children
who attend both State and private schools
in the North-West-I mean north of the
Murchison River-have a trip to Perth
during their primary school life. For the
last few years, the Education Department
has organised the transportation to the
metropolis from all places in the North, of
approximately 100 children, who are housed
at Point Peron under the supervision of
Education Department officers.

These are not all holidays, as organised
trips are arranged for them and educational
activities are indulged in. The children
have a very Interesting and instructive
time while down here. Those children
come from Hall's Creek, Beagle Bay. Fitzroy
Crossing, Wittenoom Gorge, Marble Bar,
and every school in the North-West.

I am very pleased also to be able to say
that there is no colour bar. Since I have
been Minister, I have seen the boys and
girls at Point Peron. and there is no
discrimination whatever. I believe that
that is one of the ways to encourage
assimilation amongst the adults in regard
to colour. The children are transported
back home by plane and are under super-
vision all the time. I feel that this is
a very important contribution to educa-
tion and to the general welfare of the
children of the northern part of the State.
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I might indicate, too, that, as far as
children in isolated places are concerned,
there are three itinerant teachers who
travel to certain parts of the North, and
they, also, are playing a very important
part in the field of education in isolated
areas.

School transport is another very costly
item-and the cost is increasing. The esti-
mate for this current year is £940,000, which
represents an increase of approximately
£26,000. I feel that it will continue to grow,
but it is essential that arrangements should
be made for children throughout the
country to be conveyed to the consolidated
schools.

Some time ago in the metropolitan area,
because there was no room In one school
to accommodate the number of child-
ren there, they were transported by the
department from the outer suburb where
they lived to an inner suburb, where,
because the children bad grown up and
left, there was a spare classroom or two.
Because these children had to travel six
miles a day-and I1 might add it was on
a bitumen road-I received complaints
from the parents, Country members know
that students travel sometimes 15 and
sometimes 30 miles a day, and at other
times 60 miles a day to school. And they
do not travel over a good bitumen road.
either. I am just giving that instance
to show that no matter what way the
department does try to overcome prob-
lems, it will receive adverse comment from
somebody.

I would like to make reference to the
school-leaving age, because I know it is
of interest to quite a number of hon. mem-
bers. The Government will be giving fur-
ther consideration to the question of
raising the school-leaving age in the near
future. The only reason we hesitated-
as I mentioned before-is that there may
be congestion in the schools due to our
straining every nerve to provide the ac-
commodation required, and yet not have
overloaded classes. But I can assure hon.
members that the necessity to increase
the school-leaving age is not being over-
looked; and at the earliest possible op-
portunity the Government-as would any
Government-will take immediate steps
to increase the school-leaving age.

Mr. Watts: At what stage do you con-
sider a primary class is overloaded?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: As a layman. I am
advised that the ideal number for a
primary school Is a maximum of 40; and
for a secondary school, 30. In the
last four years, I have visited over 250
schools and have noticed that the num-
bers in many of the classrooms are 50,
47, and 46. In other cases, there
will be between 35 and 40. Towards
the end of the Year, of course, although

a class starts off with 50, because young
folk leave to get jobs, and for other reasons,
the number is greatly reduced. But I
would in answer to the hon. member for
Stirling, say that we are aiming to make
the maximum no more than 40.

Mr. Watts: You must have been dis-
satisfied with the position at the end of
last May.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: We are doing our
best. The hon. member will appreciate
that when the figure goes beyond 40. It
does so as a result of factors over which
this Government has no control. Had the
Opposition been the Government, the
immigration policy would have been just
the same, and so would the problems.

Mr. Watts: So I used to think. But
your side of the House did not always
agree.

Mr. Roberts: It is different now.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I suggest that any
criticism which the then Opposition sub-
mitted was of a Practical and reasonable
nature; as I am sure that the criticism of
hon. members of the present Opposition is
going to be if they discuss the Estimates
later in the evening.

Mr. Mann: I hope you realise that what
you are saying now will be cardied out
next year when there is a change of Gov-
ernment.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I take my hurdles
when I come to them. We are anxious
to establish a multi-storey technical school
on the James-st. schoolsite as soon as we
can. The intention is to vacate the St.
George's Terrace property 'as soon as prac-
ticable. It is also the Government's in-
tention to establish a modern teachers'
training college at Crawley. I do not
think it will be established next year. We
realise that for the training of student
teachers it is necessary to have all pos-
sible facilities.

Mr. Roberts: What Is the policy of' the
Government in regard to establishing a
teachers' training college at Bunbury?

Mr. W. HIEGNEY: I never beat about the
bush; and I would say it would be a con-
siderable time before a teachers' training
college could be established at Bunbury.
We have not established one ut Crawley
yet.

Mr. Roberts: Did you not promise it on
the occasion of the by-election in October?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: We have given con-
sideration to the acquisition of land and
the possibility of establishing teachers'
training colleges in such places as Nor-
tham, Kalgoorie, Albany, and Bunbury.
But the college *at Crawley has not yet
been established, and it will be the first.
It is advisable to have a teachers' training
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college near the University. I am looking
forward to the day when the college is
established at Crawley.

There are 13 Government schools which
are teaching exclusively a total of 800
native children. Quite a number of nlon-
Government schools teach natives exclu-
sively-seine hundreds of them. It is
estimated that another 1,600 native
children attend the ordinary Government
schools. From my observation of these
schools, the natives are assimilated so that
there is no distinction between the white
children 'and the native children.

Mr. Mann: There never has been.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is so. I take
this opportunity of expressing my thanks
to the advisory council associated with the
agricultural high schools. We have har-
nessed to the administration of the high
schools in the country districts experienced
and successful members of the farming
community; and these people work In an
honorary capacity. They have been of
considerable benefit to the department. I
thank them very sincerely.

Mr. Watts: They must be disgusted with
the inability of the Government to cope
with the demand at Narrogin.

Mr. W. HEGNEY; They are disappoint-
ed; but being men of vision, and under-
standing the problems of the department,
they are prepared to carry on and give of
their best, realising that as soon as we
can we will provide the extra dormitory
accommodation at Narrogin. If we were
to cut out two of the rooms that are being
erected at Mt. Barker; and if we cut out
a few of the rooms from the Hollywood
High School and a few from the Apple-
cross school: and cut down on the exten-
sions at Bunbury, there would be criticism
from the hon. members concerned and
from the parents land citizens' associations,
even though we were able to establish the
extra dormitory accommodation at Nar-
rogin. With the money at cur disposal.
we are doing the best we can.

Mr. Watts: In an agricultural com-
munity, there would be less criticism If
you dealt with the Narrogin college.

Mr. W, HEGNEY; We are doing the
best we can. I know the hon. member
for Stirling is only trying to help me in
my remarks. At the instigation of the
Director of Education, a curriculum com-
mittee was established some time ago, and
I am pleased to say that its members
have applied themselves seriously to the
task of advising the department on the
syllabus for the schools. The committee
has 30 members, and they have formed
into sub-committees to deal with various
aspects of the subject. They have made a
report which is being considered by them
and by various organisations. There will
be further discussions during next year. It

is hoped that as a result of these delibera-
tions a reduced curriculum will be in-
stituted at an early date.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Are they still
working on the report?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes. Recommenda-
tions and suggestions are Invited.

Mr. Roberts:, Will the report ultimately
be tabled?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: If any hon. member
is interested, I will be pleased to have an
advance copy made available to him. The
report would not be tabled until next se-
sion; but if, In the meantime, any hon.
member is anxious to peruse it, he may
do so; and any advice given will be
appreciated.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Could you let us
know whether these people have recom-
mended a syllabus on any particular
subject?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No. As a matter of
fact I have a copy of the report on my
table at home; but at this stage I would
not be prepared to give an indication of
what is in it, because I might be off the
beam.

Another interesting aspect of the activi-
ties of the department is that concerned
with the Gould League of Bird Lovers. I
do not know whether any hon. member
has been to Bickley Valley; but there the
Education Department conducts a camp
school each year under supervision, and
children who are members of the league
at various schools throughout the country
attend and have an interesting fortnight.
They carry on certain aspects of school
life, but they particularise in nature
study. I have visited this camp school
on three or four occasions; and I believe
it is a great asset to the children who
attend.

I am now going to mention a matter
that was raised by the hon. member for
Moore, and by other hon. members during
the session. I refer to the question of
the installation of septic systems in
schools. We arc asked, 'Why can't you
build more dormitories at the Narrogin
School of Agriculture?" The Government
is most anxious to provide, not only
septic systems at all the schools where
water Is available, but to improve the
school playing grounds. I have found it
necessary to postpone the expenditure of
quite a large amount of money on these
activities and to place the emphasis on
the provision of classrooms.

Some 65 or 70 schools, where a water
supply is available, are listed by the de-
partment. But there are a considerable
number of schools where no water is
available and where the present sanitary
system will have to continue. As soon as
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it is possible to earmark some funds for
the installation of septic systems they
will be earmarked.

Finally I wish to mention the increas-
ing interest in education; and this pleases
me. Last night I attended the Tiuart Hill
High School's open night. Approximately
'700 children go to that school, and I esti-
mate that about 1,100 adults inspected
the school last evening. Pupils put on
displays of all sorts. It Is evident that
people are becoming more and more in-
terested in the education of their
children.

I pay a tribute to the parents and
citizens' associations in Western Australia.
They do a remarkable job. They raise a
considerable sum of money. Quite a num-
ber of items, of course, are subsidised by
the Education Department; but the
parents and citizens' associations contri-
bute a considerable amount of money for
amenities and some necessities in the
interests of the education of the children.

Many parents, of no affluence, are mak-
ing great sacrifices to keep their children
at school for an extra year; some are
making great sacrifices to keep the child-
ren at school until they pass the Leaving
standard. I am only sorry that I cannot
say we are in such a position that we
can make the school-leaving age 16. I
would like to be able to say that, no matter
what the circumstances of the parents, if
a child were brilliant the Government
would provide the money for the child to
go on to higher education. We cannot
carry on this State with children leaving
school at 14 years of age.

However, it is necessary to continue to
concentrate on the immediate needs of the
department, keeping in view the necessity
to improve education in various fields: and
to increase the school-leaving age at least
to 15, and possibly at a later stage to 16.

The problem will still continue to face
us for a few years. But I point out that
the other members of the Government
have been very sympathetic In regard to
the Education vote. The Premier has been
exceptionally understanding, and I ant
only sorry we have not been able to make
available the requisite finance to deal -with
all the propositions put to the department
to provide the accommodation that is nec-
essary and to overcome the problems that
confront It.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, do the Depart-
ment of Labour, and the other departments
under my control have to be dealt with
now?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Minis-
ter must introduce all the Estimates for his
departments under the first itemn.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The only point I wish
to mention In regard to the Department of
Labour is that there are not many
officers in the department. It is true that

the Factories and Shops Department is a
subsidiary of the Department of Labour
and is doing a very good Job under difficult
circumstances. The Department of Labour
consists mainly of the Secretary for
Labour, the industrial advisers or officers,
and the clerical staff.

As one who grew up in the industrial
movement and has had a lot to do with
union affairs, industrial agreements and
so forth, I can appreciate what those offi-
cers are doing. Through their experience
and understanding they are playing a very
important part in the maintenance of in-
dustrial peace in Western Australia. I am
in a position to say that a number of dis-
putes are nipped in the bud, and a cessa-
tion of work avoided. In innumerable In-
stances that is due to the energy, under-
standing and general ability of the Sec-
retary for Labour and his staff. I wish to
pay a compliment to those men tonight;
because, although it is a department which
gets little publicity, its administration is
most effective in maintaining industrial
harmony in Western Australia.

The same remarks apply to the State
Government insurance Office. The per-
sonnel of that office are very keen and
anxious to help. They are interested in
their work; and the new manager, Mr.
Hogg, is doing aL splendid job. The Unfair
Trading Commissioner's office Is a very
small one. Mr. Robinson is the director
of investigation, and Mr. Wallwork-a very
conscientious man-is the commissioner.

Mr. Robinson, who agreed to transfer for
the time being from the position of ac-
countant in the Crown Law Department to
his present position, is also well known to
many hon. members. The Government
was most fortunate in obtaining his ser-
vices, because his knowledge of account-
ancy. merchandising, and general business
principles is extensive. As I said recently,
although some members of the business
community might disagree with him, many
of them have admitted to me that they
recognise his obvious ability, sincerity, and
honesty of purpose.

Progress reported till a later stage of the
sitting.
(Continued on page 2870).

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Natives (Citizenship Rights) Act
Amendment.

With amendments.
2, Town Planning and Development Act

Amendment (No. 2).
Without -amendment.

STATE FORESTS.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in the
Assembly's resolution.
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MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCE FEES, questions regarding motor vehicle registra-
Amounts Payable in Various States. tion charges in the various States. I stated

THE HON. 11. E. GRAHAM (Minister that information was being obtained.
for Transport): Two days ago the Some of that information is to hand, and
hon. member for Nedlands asked certain it reads as follows:-

western New, South I South I
Australia j Wales AustralsIa Victoria IQueensad Tsmeania

Hodnea ~. £sd. I .d. Y . £i sd6 Ja.d
Ho1de 0ea 8- % S 0 1110 0 9 9 0t 121 6

Hlold..tUtility .. 110 66 14 00 12 120 15 56 12 14 0Ford eustomie 160 1118 0 20010 0 16 13 0 22 40 17 18 6
Ford Mainline 210 16 6 6 26 0 22 40 22 10 0 20 11 6
Mlorris Minor Sedan.. 5 4 01 14 6 5 10 0 5 36 7 16 0 77 0

Further information is being sought for other vehicles and will be supplied to
the hon. member when available.

NATIVES (CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS)
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr Heal in the Chair: the Hon. J. ..

Brady (Minister for Native Welfare) in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1.
Clause 3, page 2. line 3-Insert after the

word "amended" the paragraph designa-
tion " (a)'

No. 2.
Clause 3, Page 2-Add at the end of the

clause a new paragraph as follows:-
(b) by adding a new paragraph (c) to

subsection (2) as follows:-
(c) stating the full names, sex

and date of birth of all
children under the age of
twenty-one years.

No. 3.
Clause 4, Page 2-Delete paragraph (c)

and substitute a new paragraph (c) as
follows:-

(c) by deleting in subsection (5) the
words "may upon application in
the Prescribed form" and substi-
tuting the word "shall".

No. 4.
Clause 5, Page 2-Delete paragraph (c).
Mr. BRADY: I have had a look at the

amendments and, with the permission of
the Committee, I shall deal with them as
a whole, and then move that they be agreed
to en bloc. In effect, they mean that where
a native desires to get citizenship rights he
must fill in a certificate setting out the
name, age, and sex of his children, and
then they are made citizens also. It will

also be obligatory for the board to make
these children citizens by substituting for
the word "may" the word "shall". The
Government is prepared to accept the
amendments and I move-

That the amendments be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendments agreed to;
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1958-59.

In Committee of Sup'ply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting, Mr. Heal in the Chair.

Votes-Education, £7,842,600;
£14,440 (partly considered):

Labour,

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
r&.251: I have a lot of notes here on educa-
tion; but in view of the limited time at our
disposal, I intend to confine myself to one
or two topics. The Minister gave a rather
comprehensive picture of education in this
State. He did not claim that the picture
was entirely a rosy one, but he certainly
did not picture education in this State as
being in desperate straits. He indicated,
too, that there was a very widespread
interest in the matter: and with that I
agree. In recent years the interest in
education shown by the public has been
nothing short of astounding.

The Minister also pointed out that many
parents and citizens' associations have con-
tributed very greatly in time and In making
available money for amenities--and, in
certain cases, necessities--for schools. The
work done by the parents and citizens' as-
sociations, and the interest shown by the
public generally, are an indication that as
far as they are concerned much more in-
terest should be taken in education.
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It will be remembered that earlier in
this session I reminded the Chamber that
a large public meeting was held In the
Perth Town Hall halfway through this
year. At that meeting a motion was unan-
imously carried. Its purport was, firstly,
that the State Government should make
larger sums of money available for educa-
tion in this State. The second part of the
motion said, in effect, that as the State
would find it impossible properly to appor-
tion all the money required, the Federal
Government in its turn should make a
greater direct allocation to education: and
the third part of the motion was to the
effect that the meeting hoped the public
by and large would continue to show in-
creasing interest in the affairs of education.

The increased interest shown by' the
public, and the development of parents and
citizens' associations to the point where
they are really a factor in education, indi-
cates, as surely as anything could, that
there is a form of crisis in education. There
is an inability on the part of the Govern-
ment to bring about essential reforms in
education. With this point of view, how-
ever, the Minister does not entirely agree;
because recently, in answer to a question I
asked, be said there was no crisis in educa-
tion. From that one could infer that
everything in the education garden was
rosy.

Mr. W. Hegney: No.
Mr. May: No, not all roses.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: Of course.
that is not so. I think it would be a better
appreciation of the situation to feel that
there is a continuing crisis in education at
this time.

Mr. W. Hegney: There is no crisis.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I submit it is

only a matter of playing with words; but
when the Government cannot implement
essential reforms in education, I suggest
that there is a form of crisis. The Minister
might say something else. He might say
that there are essential problems that re-
main to be solved. It certainly must
be obvious to the Minister that, in the
interests of the child and the teacher, and
of the community, the sizes of school
classes should be reduced considerably. It
Is the aim of the school teachers' union
to achieve that objective. There are still
many classes with over 50 students, and
many dual classes with 40 and more
children. While such a situation exists,
those children cannot be taught properly.

The solution lies in the individual ap-
proach to the individual problem. It is
impossible for a teacher, no matter how
highly qualified he is, to cater effectively
for the education of the great range of
individual ability that is found in a large
class. In certain schools that problem is
solved to some extent by grouping the

[1011

children of a similar intelligence ratio to-
gether. That makes it easier for the
teacher to give Instructions, and the pupil
to assimilate knowledge.

Recently I heard a suggestion that cer-
tain conditions applying in education make
it impossible for the teacher or the Educa-
tion Department to mould the minds of
children. I want to point out that we
must avoid at all costs the moulding of
the child's mind. It is most important to
Preserve the individuality of the child.
When we start to mould minds, individu-
ality ends. That is something which edu-
cationists deplore wholeheartedly.

With regard to the implementation of
the school-leaving age at 15 years, it
would appear that at this stage such
implementation is not far off. Recently I
asked the Minister for Education how
many more students would be catered for
if the school-leaving age were compul-
sorily raised to 15 as from next year. He
said only 3,000 additional students will
have to be catered for. That is not a
very large number, and it is about what
I thought it would be.

At present, most of the students desiring
to qualify for certain callings carry on
until they reach the Junior standard or
until they are 15 Years of age. However,
there is a proportion of children, and there
always will be, who are practically "un-j~
educable". Their ancestry limits their
mentality. With only 3.000 children to
cater for, the implementations of this
reform Is placed within easy grasp.

In answer to a question asked early in
the session, the Minister said that this year
5.000 additional children would be catered
for, and next year another 5,000 would be
catered for-

Mr. W. Hegney: Nearly 6,000.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -without

any increase in the size of classes. When
we realise that the implementation of the
school-leaving age to 15 years will mean
only 3,000 additional students, we know
that the attainment of that objective is
close. The Government should grasp the
opportunity now and bring about this re-
form quickly.

The reduction in the size of classes is
an all-important matter. At one time I
thought it was better to have smaller
school classes than to increase the school-
leaving age. In the face of learned advice
from the Director of Education I have
changed my view.

I had hoped that a few more hundred
thousand pounds would be extracted from
other Government departments for use in
education, but I know how difficult it is
to do that.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Factories, £34,198; State In-

surance Office, £5; Unfair Trading and
Profits Control, £9,082-put and passed.



(ASSEMBLY.]

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £C745,883:

THE HON. L. F. KELLY (Minister for
Lands-Merredin-Yilgarn) [8.37]: 1 thank
hon. members opposite for a degree of tol-
erance during this session which is about
to conclude. I say tolerance because I
have only recently taken over new port-
folios and I have much to learn in order
to give the House a reasonable interpreta-
tion of the various matters which have been
discussed during this year. Much time has
been devoted to matters like war service
land settlement, the wool position, Esper-
ance, wheat stabilisation, land settlement,
fruit-fly and many others having an agri-
cultural flavour. Repetition at this stage
would be not only undesirable but tedious.

I want to touch on one or two matters
which have not received very much
attention this year. Among those is a
tribute to the Surveyor-General's Depart-
ment, which has had a busy year. It
achieved a great deal in the extensive
planning of the matters coming under the
purview of the Surveyor-General. Hon.
members will be more than satisfied with
the progress that will be made by that
department.

There are large tracts of new land to
be surveyed, and general classifications to
be made before roads and tracks are built.
and selection is possible. Of necessity
such work is slow. It is all important that
correctness be the key note. A lot of
checking and rechecking is necessary.

I want to comment briefly on the acti-
vities of the research stations throughout
the State. I think hon. members opposite
will join with me in expressing praise for
the work done by the 18 stations. It is
very Pleasing to find that in recent years
a great deal of interest has been taken in
the activities of those stations. In some
years there seemed to be a degree of apathy
on the part of the residents in many areas
where research stations are located. It was
discouraging to find 40 or 50 people attend-
ing a field day at a research station, when
that district boasted of 500 settlers. It was
a poor reward to the station for the amount
of good it had accomplished.

However, it was pleasant to see the large
groups assembled at the field days in re-
cent months. At all the field days I
attended recently, I saw interested sets
of farmers. The season has been a good
one, and In a year of that kind the farm-
ers cannot be expected to be so interested
in what is being done at the research
stations. For that reason I was very
Pleased to see the added interest taken
in the field days.

Various demonstrations were cardied out
at these field days. The results achieved
in dairying, pasture advancement, and
propagation of some kind or other was
manifest in many questions asked and
in the interest shown by the People Pre-
sent.

I now refer to the new buildings of the
Agricultural Department in South Perth.
As most agricultural-minded members will
know, the building has reached a very
satisfactory stage. The first part Of the
main building has been completed and is

occupied. The second part is completed and
is being furnished at the present time. It
will be occupied in the New Year: and the
same will apply to the rest of the building.

It is interesting to realise that during the
conference of the Directors of Agriculture
of the various States, which was held in
Perth some little time ago, most favourable
comment was made by representatives
from other States. It would not have been
discreet of them to take a different atti-
tude while they were here; but since Ie-
turning to their own States, the majority
have sent for copies of the plans which
were put into effect by our Department of
Agriculture; and they have expressed their
very keen appreciation of what they saw
in Western Australia.

At different times during the year I have
dealt with other departments, but do not
think I have said very much about the
Fisheries Department. Therefore, I would
like to address a few comments in that
regard. The fishing industry has had an-
other record year, being nearly 2,000,000
lbs. up on the previous year's record.

The sperm whale industry is compara-
tively new, and is only in its second year
of operation. In ten months 171 sperm
whales were taken, and this added just
over £100,000 to revenue. Very important
research work has been carried out in the
fishing industry, but there have been limi-
tations to the extent to which this work
could be accomplished. However, we are
hopeful that before very long we will see
an interesting advance.

The culture pearl industry was estab-
lished about two Years ago at Augustus
Island; but because of unsatisfactory con-
ditions applying there, it was moved to the
mainland, where it has made rapid strides.

It is apparent that the temperature of
the waters in Kure Bay is more suitable,
and the amount of fish food life that is
available has had a marked influence on the
industry. It can now be claimed that
pearls which previously took in the vicinity
of four Years to grow under the same con-
ditions in Japan-where the industry
originated-are now taking only about
18 months to develop; and the lustre and
quality of the pearls are apparently very
high. They have been graded into high
categories and are most favourably spoken
of. I heard only yesterday that a quantity
of these pearls has now been graded for
the market and the forecast is that they
will sell at a very high figure. I am told
that it is possible to sell in the vicinity
of three necklaces per year at an average
price of £25,000 for each necklace. I
cannot see many people in this country
paying £25,000 for a necklace!
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Mr. Brand: Except the Minister for
Fisheries. I think he could afford it.

Mr. KELLY: At this stage I want to say
a little bit about the vessel "Lancelin,"
because it will highlight my following
remarks in regard to another vessel. The
"Lancelin" has been the only research
vessel which this State has had for a
period of years, and it has been handi-
capped by the limitations of its range and
size, and in many other ways. This vessel
has been mainly used in the carrying out
of inshore investigations which cover the
shallower waters, and it has been limited
to a sea depth of 15 fathoms. Beyond
that depth its gear is insufficiently power-
ful to operate satisfactorily.

The vessel has been too small in its range.
It has always been regarded as inadequate
in respect of its overall dimensions. There
was an insufficient area in which to handle
the trawling gear; and the crew quarters
and galley have been too cramped. There-
fore, long trips were difficult to undertake.
The "Lancelin"' will be useful in the matter
of research, but it will be used in the closer
waters. We have now reached the stage
where it is desirable to have a larger vessel
than the "Lancelin." For some time the
department has been looking for a type of
ship that would incorporate many features
desired from a research point of view.

Research into industry has been in-
stanced in the House on several occasions
during recent times as being of paramount
importance. Whether it be in regard to
fruit-fly or any other matter, research
must play an important part in the pro-
gress any industry can make. With the
smaller boat, we have carried out a lot of
work between Exmouth Gulf and Shark
Bay, which seems to be the limit of the
mammoth pink prawns; and we have
reached the stage where it is almost im-
possible to extend our operations in this
regard. A great deal of work is necessary
in regard to the Dirk Hartog, Dorre and
Bernier Islands. The waters of these
islands are very dirty at times, and a suit-
able vessel is needed for the area.

We have an excellent southern crayfish
potential. Tests as to the possibilities of
crayfish have been made on various oc-
casions with some of the vessels, and very
good catches have been brought back, prov-
ing that there Is an extensive ground in
the area- However, because of difficult
conditions--particularly seasonal condi-
tions-the majority of the boats have more
or less been precluded from experimenting
in that part of the State.

Recently the Commonwealth Government
agreed to associate itself with some form
of research. I have not heard anything
further about this, except what I have
read in the Press; but I understand the
Commonwealth Government is going to
devote to research Into the southern cray-
fish some of the money which was received
from the sale of the Carnarvon -whaling
station.

Deep sea trawling to locate sole, flounder
and other ground fish would be undertaken
if it were possible to get into southern
waters. Vie know the fish are there, and
it is a matter of finding the best grounds.
This applies to other ground fish such
as flathead, which appear in large numbers
in these waters. It would also enable the
State to do a certain amount of research
into trawling and line-laying for tuna.
These avenues are well worth exploitation.
The limitations have been caused by the
difficulty of getting into deeper and more
uncertain waters.

We have had many reports regarding
tuna, but most of them are unconfirmed.
Nevertheless, there is every indication that
tuna exists in these waters. It is obvious,
therefore, that a larger vessel has been
a necessity for quite some time. If we
had this vessel it would allow us much
more freedom of activity and we would be
able to include a small laboratory which
would allow biological and hydrological
studies to be made on hoard as specimens
are trawled. Refrigeration has been a
difficult problem with the present research
vessel. The crew was handicapped, be-
cause the vessel was equipped with only
aL small household refrigerator.

A refrigerator is important for keeping
the specimens, and at the Present moment
we are unable to keep them for any length
of time. on one occasion on the "Lancelin"
it was necesary to turn back into the
ocean some 1,500 lbs. of scallops and a
large number of king-size prawns, both
banana and tiger prawns. Good refrigera-
tion, in order that specimens taken from
the sea could be preserved, would be a
great advantage.

Early this year when a vessel called
the "Halimah" became available at Fre-
mantle, the department became interested
in it. The vessel came here early in the
year from Borneo; and although it badly
needed paint, it appeared to be Quite
sound. It had sufficient space and ton-
nage and enough girth for the installa-
tion of adequate refrigeration. The crew's
quarters must have been constructed for
pygmies as the berths were only 4 ft. 6 in.
or 4 ft. 9 in. in length: and after a cursory
inspection, it was decided that for our
purposes most of the deck structure would
have to be rebuilt.

The purchase price of this vessel, to-
gether with the estimated cost of the work
that would require to be done on it,
amounted to about £25,000; and we
thought that would make it a good pro-
position, as the cost of building a new ves-
sel to our requirements would be £Z75,000
or £80,000. Had the project been success-
ful, it would have put this State far ahead
In its research programme; because had
the intended rebuilding and renovation
gone according to plan, the vessel would
have been in the water by the end of
February or March.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Were you badly
advised on the condition of the vessel?

Mr. KELLY: The vessel had had only an
overall or floating examination up to that
stage; but it was thought the potential
was there, as the boat was heavily con-
structed of English oak and other suitable
timbers, having been built for the British
Navy In 1943. As it had been built to the
specifications of the British Navy and the
dimensions, power, and so on of the ves-
sel were suitable, it did not seem possible
that we could go astray. That was our
opinion, particularly in view of the fact
that even a poorly maintained vessel of
14 years of age-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The waters she
had sailed in would be a deciding factor.

Mr. KELLY: Yes, to some extent; but
she had been in British waters for 11 years
of her life. We thought it was an excel-
lent chance to get a vessel of that calibre
for only about £25,000; and so the second
stage was embarked on, entailing an ex-
amination on the slip by ship surveyors.
ship engineers and shipwrights. In due
course these men gave their report on the
vessel. The reports were in minute de-
tail such as--

Timbers running up to the top of the
stern knee are affected slightly.

After removing some of the lining,
and lilting ceilings and examining
wherever possible I found the hull
generally in very sound condition.

The condition of the deck is fair. Bul-
warks, staunchions and capping
very good.

I would say that the vessel is well
worth the price and consider the
above repairs could be carried out
for about £400.

The further we investigated the more
need we found to extend the search in
order to find what was really wrong with
the vessel. We decided that a thorough
investigation was necessary. The engineer
and ship's surveyor gave a very fair re-
port. It reads-

The engine was seen under working
conditions and appears in good run-
ning order, not requiring any major
repairs. All gauges and auxiliary
equipment in good condition.

With reference to the auxiliary engine,
the report said-

The unit, as seen under working
conditions appears in good condition
requiring only minor attention to
glands, Joints, etc.

He spoke of the steering gear as being
In good condition and the electric wiring
as being in reasonable condition and
ended by saying-

The vessel generally has been main-
tained in good condition. Safety
glass in wheel house is discoloured

and possibly requires renewal. Full
life saving and distress equipment on
board: also one fire extinguisher.

in conclusion-
It is considered that the vessel

would be suitable as a research craft
for Fisheries Department with modi-
fications principally to deck erections.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was just a bad
buy.

Mr. KELLY: I freely admit that. One
would have thought that with all the
stripping and rigid examination the con-
dition of the vessel would have been dis-
covered sooner.

Eventually a few borers were found in
one part of the keel that was exposed;
and on further examination, it was de-
cided that in order to put the vessel in
100 per cent. condition the keel should
be renewed. It was then reported that.
apart from the keel, the vessel appeared
in excellent condition and would prove
most suitable as a good research vessel.
When the keel was being replaced, all
the ribs and other timbers had to be
severed and certain sections of both the
forward and aft Portions had to be re-
moved in order to get the new keel into
position.

The further we went in the examina-
tion the more deterioration we discovered.
As hon. members would see if they cared
to inspect it, the actual planking of the
vessel is In sound enough condition for
anything; but underneath, deterioration
had taken place, with dry rot and toredo
worm behind the sheathing. I can assure
hon. members that everything possible
was done, as the examination went for-
ward, to ascertain the true condition of
the vessel.

Eventually a decision had to be made
whether or not to put good money into an
unsound hull to an extent that might ulti-
mately reach 50 per cent, of the cost of
a completely new vessel. At that stage
there appeared on the horizon an-
other suitable vessel, and It was felt that
with the experience gained in the case of
the 'Halimah" we would not be again let
down. This other vessel was also an army
craft, but one that had been in Australian
and Western Australian waters, and of
which we had some prior knowledge.

It was found that a decision which
would bring about the entire scrapping
of the "Hallmah" and selling it at a
recoup value would allow a saving of
approximately £4,000 or £5,000 on the
estimate of the vessel. With the sale of
the engines and the costly equipment of
the "Hallmah,' the cost of the repairs was
greatly offset. The "Uimicola' should be
In the water from two to 21 months prior
to the date the "Hallmah" would have
been, if these setbacks had not been en-
countered.
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Unfortunately, I had to face up to the
fact, for once in my lif e, that a second-
hand purchase bad let me down. Even
now, however, I consider that the fishing
industry, with the aid of this new ship.
fully equipped, will mean a great deal to
fisheries research in this State.

MRt. BOVELL (Vasse) [9.17]: During
this session many hours have been spent
in discussing the problem of primary pro-
ducers. That is as it should be, because
if it were not for them this State would
not enjoy the prosperity it experiences to-
day. Motions have been submitted by the
Leader of the Country Party on the
stabilisation of the wool industry; and the
need for greater development of our agri-
cultural industry on a sound basis and for
more finance for existing farmers to carry
on their operations has, on more than one
occasion, been raised by hon. members.
Therefore I do not intend to refer to them
again.

However, I wish to pay a compliment to
the Surveyor-General and his staff for the
work they have done in fostering the
primary industries in this State. I have
mentioned previously the great service the
Surveyor-General is doing for Western
Australia. Research stations were men-
tioned by the Minister in his speech. The
activities of these stations and the field
days have reached an all-time high. To-
day the farmers realise they can learn
something by attending them. These
stations, scattered throughout the agricul-
tural districts, provide a much-needed ser-
vice. I hope their number will increase
so that greater knowledge can be gained
from them by primary producers.

The Bramley Research Station which
the late I-on. Garnett Wood, as Minister
for Agriculture, interested himself in-
which interest was also shown by the Hon.
Sir Ross MeLarty-fIlled a need for an
agricultural research station in the closely
settled and undeveloped dairying districts.
Over the years this research station has
developed under the direction of Dr. Snook
and the manager of the station, Mr. Scott.

However, it Is established on an area of
only 250 to 270 acres. In my opinion, this
area should be expanded: and so I point
out to the Minister that when the limited
amount of marketable timber on the ad-
joining Crown land is removed, a fair
tract of this land should be reserved for
the expansion of the Bramley research
station.

Agricultural research and development
must proceed, despite the fact that the
estimated wheat harvest of 58,000,000
bushels, grown under ideal seasonal con-
ditions, is most encouraging. One gloomy
aspect in the primary industries is the de-
crease In wool prices. I impress upon the
Minister the need to restrict, as far as
possible, tax impositions on primary pro-
ducers. Recently, pastoral lease rents were
increased.

Mr. Kelly: That was statutory.
Mr. BOVELL: That is so; but such In-

creases have come at a most unfortunate
time in view of the state of the wool
market. There is a need to keep the fixed
costs of primary producers down to a mini-
mum.

I do not intend to deal with the fishing
industry, which is a most important one.
At the moment those engaged in it are
facing many difficulties. The President of
the Western Australian Fishermen's As-
sociation lives in the area I represent, and
from time to time he discusses with me the
problems of the industry. I know the
Minister is most interested in this function
of government, and he will give full en-
couragement to the fishermen who are
engaged in the industry in order that it
may be maintained and kept on a stable
basis. The tourist industry was mentioned
by the Minister.

Mr. Kelly: That now comes under the
jurisdiction of the Minister for Mines,

Mr. BOVELL: The Minister for Agricul-
ture was formerly the Minister in charge of
the Tourist Bureau, and I want to thank
him for the personal interest he took in the
opening up and the development of the
new-found cave at Augusta. I want him
to know that although I have criticised
him many times during the session, the
time has now come for me to praise him,
because it was due to his efforts that
Cabinet increased the grant to allow the
expansion of this valuable tourist attrac-
tion.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) (9.241: I
want to bring to the notice of the Minister
a matter which is most important to me.
For many years past, we in this Chamber
have heard a great deal about the "Buy
W.A. Goods" campaign. The policy of the
Department of Agriculture should be
altered so that local stock breeders get
first preference, because we must agree
that any stock produced in this State are
definitely W.A. goods.

It will be noticed from the notice paper
that today I asked some questions on the
importation of British breed sheep. Those
people who are breeding British breed sheep
are concerned with the Government's buy-
ing policy In importing Eastern States
sheep. In view of the answers given to my
questions today, there is no doubt that the
local breeders could have supplied the rams.
The department knew that breeders
throughout the State have good stock
available. Unless these people-who, for
years, have imported many high-priced
rams and ewes to build up their flocks to
the satisfaction of other breeders-obtain
Government support, they will be placed In
a hopeless position.

I am sure the Western Australian pro-
duct is just as good as the Eastern States
product. It is no excuse for the Govern-
ment to claim that it did not know these
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sheep were available, because in "Elder's
Weekly" and in "The Farmers' Weekly"
local breeders have advertised; and in
doing so, they are following Government
policy in advertising goods of W.A. origin.
It is most Interesting to read an advertise-
ment which appeared in "Elder's Weekly"
on the '7th August, 1958. It reads as fol-
lows:-

FAT LAMB PRODUCERS
Raise your own Standard by acting on
Dr. Hammond's recommendation to
use only..

The Best Procurable Pure Bred
British Breed Rams.

Be Flair to Yourselves and to Stud
Breeders by . .. . Supporting Local

Industry.
Give Preference to Locally Bred

British Breed Rams.
The Australian Society of Breeders of

British Sheep (W.A. Branch)
239 Adelaide Terrace, Perth.

Similar advertisements have appeared in
"The Farmers' Weekly" and other publi-
cations. Therefore the Government must
have been aware that these rams' were
available in Western Australia. If the
Minister were to make inquiries, he would
probably find that these local breeders
have stocks on hand this year. In future
he should purchase Western Australian
bred rams, and he will be doing a service to
the State and to the local stock-breeders in
particular.

Mr. Kelly: I will look into it.
Mr. ROBERTS: The quality is as good

as that of the Eastern States rams; and if
the price is comparable, the Western
Australian product should receive Prefer-
ence. However, if the price is too high,
the local breeders should be approached
and told, "Your price is too high; what
about it? We can get these ramnsfromn the
Eastern States at a lower price; but we
would prefer that you fellows should supply
them". I trust the Minister will look into
this matter, because I think it is important.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Harvey) [9.31]:
I desire to make some observations on this
vote. I want to tell the Minister that all
is not well in the potato industry. The
trouble is mainly the prices received by
the grower. For the last pool, which ended
in October, the growers have received to
date a return of £22 per ton. The final
payment on this pool has not yet been
made, but as far as I can see it does not
look as if the grower will get any more; if
he does, it will only be a matter of a few
pence.

It is generally accepted that the grower
expects a figure of about £30 a ton, which
is considered the accepted cost of produc-
tion. The previous pool earned a first
payment of £12 a ton, which was a very
severe blow to the grower. On this occa-
sion the new Pool now operating has opened

with a first Payment of £20 a ton. But
these figures have created a great deal of
concern among the growers, and there is
a lot of doubt, because it is beginning to
look as if the accepted cost-of -production
figure is not going to be reached, even for
a final payment.

This indicates that the price of potatoes
here-although wve have the orderly
marketing system-is influenced by the
supply and demand in the Eastern States.
So, with all the orderliness in the Industry,
it would seem that the price here is in-
fluenced by the law of supply and demand
over east; unless, of course, somewhere
along the line the board is failing in its
duty to the grower.

I would appreciate it if the Minister
would take the opportunity of having a look
at this price position. The growers are
really getting concerned because their
returns are coming back at such a low
figure. It is not providing a living for
them; and, as each crop comes in, they say,
"If we got a low price for the last crop,
perhaps the Position will right itself and
we might get a return of £32 a ton which
we consider the acceptable price." But it
seems a long time since the growers got
that sum.

The other point I want to mention con-
cerns milk and the Milk Board's activities.
The board is generally regarded as one of
the most successful statutory boards in
Western Australia. I believe the reason for
this is that it is in no way a marketing
authority; it acts in the capacity of a
watchdog in the industry. The trading in
the industry is done by private enterprise,
and the milk is marketed through business
organisations, among which competition
has been preserved; and herein lies the
reason for a great deal of the success and
stability enjoyed in the industry today. It
is very necessary that this should remain
so. I believe that the success of the indus-
try has been due to the fact that the busi-
ness organisations in competition with one
another are handling the marketing of this
product.

The duties with which the Milk Board is
charged under the Milk Act are to regulate
price, production, purchase, treatment, sale,
and distribution of milk for use by con-
sumers in Western Australia. There is
no provision in the Milk Act for the board
to advertise. Advertising milk is not one
of the duties and functions of the Milk
Board; and the Minister for Agriculture,
in persuading the board to spend £100 of
the producers' money to assist Dr. Evatt's
Federal election campaign, not only intro-
duced a bad principle into the affairs of
statutory boards, but also seems to have
trapped the Milk Board into doing some-
thing which it had no authority to do under
the Act.

Mr. Kelly: The first I knew of that was
when it was Produced here.
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Mr. Brand: Don't you read the daily board is damaged in this fashion it will
papers?

Mr. 1, W. MANNING: If that is the ease,
I am alarmed that the Milk Board has
engaged in such activities without making
some reference to the Minister in charge
of the department.

Mr. Kelly: The board never makes any
reference to the Minister on questions of
advertising. It has done that all the time
without reference.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: The advertisement
that was put out by the Milk Board was
inserted in what can only be described as
a propaganda pamphlet. The advertise-
ment was at the back, and I doubt very
much whether it would have been seen by
anyone, but it helped pay for the cost of
Producing the Pamphlet. If the Minister
knew nothing about this, he should take the
matter up with the board at an early date,
to find out just what is happening, and why
it is spending the producers' money in this
manner. The board is not required,' by
the Act, to do any advertising; but in
spite of that, it inserts an advertise-
ment on the back of an election pamphlet
with money subscribed to it by the pro-
ducers in the industry.

Mr. O'Brien: The majority of the dairy
producers are Labour supporters.

Mr. L. W. MANNING: The hon. member
for Murchison seems to have hoodwinked
himself on many previous occasions in this
Parliament, and he has done it again. It
is most necessary in the interests of good
and successful administration that the
board should hold the respect of the
majority of people associated with the in-
dustry. This unfortunate advertisement
has had a most damaging eff ect on the
prestige of the board.

Mr. Evans: Whose opinion is that?
Mr. O'Brien: That is just your opinion.

The hon. member for Murchison knows
more about dairy farming than some other
hon. members do.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: In saying that,
the hon. member indicates that he knows
nothing about the delicate Position in
which the Milk Board and the milk indus-
try find themselves.

Mr. O'Brien: I will be at Harvey next
week-end.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: On odd occasions
it is necessary for the Milk Hoard to prose-
cute certain people in every section of the
industry. Because of that, it is most
necessary that the board should retain
the respect and the prestige that it has
today. Anything which detracts from that
is to the detriment of the industry; because
wvhere we have a board enjoying the respect
of the majority of the people in the indus-
try, and where it is necessary for it to
prosecute people in every section of the
industry at some time or other, then it
is easy to see that if the Prestige of the

break the confidence of the producers in
the industry.

Here we find the producers making a
voluntary payment to the board: and on
the other hand we find the board using
that money to pay for an election Pamphlet
issued by Dr. Evatt's party. The logical
People to advertise milk are the business
organisations handling the marketing of
milk. These companies are in opposition
to one another. No matter where we go in
the city, whether it be to the theatres or
anywhere else, we find an advertisement
for Brownes milk, Masters milk, or Bunny
West milk, and the business organisations
are the logical People to handle the ad-
vertising of milk. It is not the job of the
Milk Board, which is the watchdog of the
industry and is governed by an Act of Par-
liament.

The large companies are in competition
with one another, and in their organisa-
tions they make provision for advertising.
Of course, as far as they are concerned,
it is a taxation deduction, and they are
given every encouragement to advertise.
So if the Minister knew nothing about this
business of advertising, I would like him
to take the matter up with the Milk Board
and discuss with the board its policy on
advertising.

Another point I wish to touch on is the
application made to the board by Brownes
Dairy for permission to market milk in a
carton known as Tetra Pack. At the
moment all milk delivered to householders
in the metropolitan area is distributed in
bottles. But there is a trend overseas to
market milk in these cartons. They are
very easy to pack and handle, and they
could be of considerable advantage in this
country where long distances are involved.

Mr. O'Brien: Is it not in operation in the
Eastern States at present?

Mr. I. W MANNING: Not to my know-
ledge. As far as I know, it has only been
done overseas. But if there is an advan-
tage in using this particular pack, then
the company which made application to
the board for permission to market milk in
that fashion should be permitted to do so.
The use of these cartons would be a great
advantage to take milk to the beach. After
the milk has been used, the carton can be
thrown into a rubbish bin without any
harm to anybody. In the case of bottled
milk, however, there is always the danger
that accompanies a broken milk bottle
lying on the beach, and it could prove to
be a menace.

I daresay the biggest advantage of the
use of cartons would be In relation to
packaging to distant places, such as the
Goldfields, etc. These packs can be placed
in a package or case, put in cold stor-
age, and sent forward on rail. In the case
of bottled milk, there is always the prob-
lem of the bottles having to be returned.
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Mr. Evans: Will this new practice make
an inroad into the glass manufacturing
Industry?

Mr. L. W. MANNING: I would like the
Minister to have a look at the request of
the company for permission to market milk
in the Tetra Pack.

Mr. Watts: What would be the additional
cost to the consumer?

Mr. Kelly: A penny a carton.
Mr. 1. W. MANNING: In its application

to the board, Brownes Dairy asked that
it be permitted to charge some extra price.
I am inclined to think It was about a
half-penny a pint.

Mr. Kelly: A penny.
Mr. 1. W. MANNING: Was it? This is

because of the extra cost of the material
used in the packaging. But, of course,
if these packs were sent to the Qoldfields,
the extra penny would be mare than
saved, because of the fact that there would
be no necessity to return them, so saving
freight. I bring these matters forward
for the Minister to consider. I am sur-
prised that on the question of advertising
he was not aware of what the Milk Board
was doing and would appreciate it, in the
interests of the prestige of the board-

Mr. Kelly: I have told you I have
already received a deputation in regard
to this matter whose representations are
being examined at the moment.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: In that case, the
Minister is familiar with what I am saying,
so I will not pursue the matter any further.

MR. LEWIS (Moore) [9.48]: I urge upon
the Minister the desirability of having
something done in the very near future for
the development of the area set aside for a
'research station at Badgingarra. As most
hon. members are aware, Badgingarra is
in the centre of a very large airea of re-
cently developed country. There are many
hundreds of thousands of acres being
developed, and they have their own
peculiar problems.

Unfortunately for the settlers, the nearest
research station is Wongan Hills, which
is 100 miles away, and which has a
totally different rainfall and totally differ-
ent conditions from those at Badgingarra.
Consequently, the settlers at Badgingarra
have had to learn the hard way, which
has been very costly. They feel that a
saving could be made if develoment were
carried out on the area which the depart-
ment has already set aside for this purpose
but which up to date has had nothing dobe
on it.

I believe that the greatest cost in regard
to the development of these areas is in
the original clearing of the land:, and
in that respect I feel very confident that
the local settlers would co-operate, because
it seems to be a characteristic of our

pioneers and new settlers that there is
a highly deveioped co-operative spirit. I
feel sure that if they were called upon
they would use their tractors and ploughs
to do the original clearing, after which
the department could well carry on with
a light tractor, or even a jeep, because the
areas that the department would be culti-
vating would not be large and it could
afford to have small and light implements
made available.

The first step would be to cultivate cash
crops which most settlers desire to supple-
ment their limited finances. These would
be valuable in the experiments with the
various types of cereals and f ertilisers, trace
elements, and so on. but more particularly
in regard to the establishment of clover
and grasses.

There is much to be learned in regard
to inoculation, about which they have
had some trouble; and it takes quite a
few years before the best means of carry-
ing out experiments in that regard can
be established. I would urge that some
attention be given to conducting experi-
ments for a number of years on one piece
of ground, because a repetition of these
trials is necessary to arrive at the
best method. The area set aside for
these experiments is reasonably close
to Badgingarra; and I am hoping that in
response to a request already advanced in
this Chamber, the Minister will agree at
some future time-not too distant-to have
a boring plant made available to conduct
other experiments; and I would suggest
that if he feels so disposed, the Particular
black owned by the Crown and set aside for
agricuitural experiments might be used
for the further testing of the water poten-
tialities.

I advance these suggestions in the hope
that the Minister will see his way clear to
do something in the near future, because
I feel it would be a very great benefit to
the settlers who are at present carrying
out their own experiments, and would
be far less expensive.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [9.513: When
he is replying, I would like the Minister
to give us some information regarding
the agreement with the Commonwealth
Bank so far as it affects the operation
of the Rural and Industries Savings Bank.
When I asked some questions on the 7th
November, 1957, the answer was to the
effect that the first 25 years of the
agreement had expired in August, 1956,
and the renewal was deferred for three
years. It Is now 1958, and no doubt the
matter has been re-negotiated; and I
would like to know what the situation is
in view of the fact that at the time of
the original agreement I do not think It
was envisaged that there would be any
savings bank operating in Western Aus-
tralia as a State banking Instrumentality.
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Dealing with Rottnest, of which the
minister is the chairman of the board,
an announcement was made on the 15th
November to the effect that plans for the
development of that island over five years
were being considered by sub-committees.
It is quite apparent from the Press releases
over the past few weeks that some de-
mand will be made on the Treasury, and
I was wondering if the Minister would
indicate how far the investigations have
proceeded-that is. the investigations
being made by the sub-committees of the
board-and whether he has any ideas as
to the extent of the demands which will
be made on the Treasury.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [9.53]: It
is not my object to prolong the debate,
but I would like to appeal to the Minis-
ter on the matter of the subdivision of
blocks1 particularly in the North-West
areas. In Port Hedland people applied for
a block of land. 21 years ago, but it was
only about a week or so ago that the sub-
division of the area was finally arranged
by the Lands Department.

Now we have the set of circumstances
where at Point Samson there are people
willing and able to build but, unfortun-
ately, they are waiting on some form of
subdivision or the necessary procedure
that has to be gone through in the Lands
Department. It is rather difficult. to ex-
plain to these people, when we have acres
of spare country, that they cannot build
a house, even if they had the money,
because a subdivision has not taken place.

I realise that local authorities may have
something to do with this, in that a
building may not be permitted to be
erected until electricity and water supplies
are assured. But surely it could be ar-
ranged that these people could obtain the
block and erect their house, even though
they knew that the water and electricity
would not be available for some time. I
therefore make an appeal to the Minister
to look into this aspect of the matter,
because it is very hard when someone asks
for a house and is told that there Is not
one available. He will say, "How do I
get a black of land? I will build my own
house."

He then has to be told that he cannot
have a block because the subdivision has
not taken place. I suppose this situation
would also apply to other towns, but I
know in particular that it does obtain in
Port Hedland and Point Samson where
people who are willing to buy land can-
not do so, because of the lack of a sub-
division. I know the Minister has been
investigating the situation, and I just
mention it now to refresh his memory.

THE HON. L. F. KELLY (Minister for
Lands - Merredin - Yilgarn - in reply)
19.58]: I want to assure hon. mem-
bers who have spoken oni these Estimates

that the matters raised will be looked into
and that I will communicate with them
later.

In regard to the queries raised by the
hon. member for Nedflands, I have no
knowledge of the Rural and Industries
Bank matter. With reference to Rottniest,
the sub-committees that were appointed
have made an interim report, and have
been asked to compile a detailed account
of the money involved to put into practice
the suggestions they have made. We are
hoping that at the next meeting a further
examination will take place, and we feel
that by March we will have a pretty con-
crete plan and will know what amount of
finance is necessary.

I cannot forecast; but it is envisaged
that if expansion is to take place, it can-
not come from within the revenue of the
board. Economically, the matter of pro-
gress is wrapped up very largely in the
amount of capital available; and with the
earning power being insufficient to carry
the burden of expenditure as well as con-
tinue to give service where it is necessary,
some other means of financing in future,
for at least the anticipated period of five
years, will be required. A decision will.
not be possible until March.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-The Rural and Industries Bank,
£5:

Item, Salaries and allowances, £C408,200,
Mr. BOVELL: The estimated decrease in

the Salaries of the commissioners is £3,754.
This appears to indicate the salary of one
commissioner, It would be interesting to
know the reason for the decrease.

Mr. KELLY: I do not know the details
of the individual items.

Vote put and Passed.
Votes-Agriculture, £786,816; College of

Agriculture, £54,501: Agriculture Protec-
tion Board, £32,183; Bush Fires Board,
£C15,107; Fisheries, £ 63,591-put and
passed.

Vote-Tourist Bureau, £41,842:
Mr. MOIR: I ask Your indulgence to

speak to this vote, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
inasmuch as the department previously
came under the Minister for Lands, and
is included here with his other Port-
folio, but it now comes within my port-
folios.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Actually
any remarks the Minister makes should
be confined to an Item. We are dealing
with the grouping of the Estimates as
they appear before US. The general dis-
cussion on these headings took place on
the main motion. After the general dis-
cussion is closed the Minister can deal
only with the various items.

Mr. MOIR: Would I be in order in mak-
ing my remarks on item 4?
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The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, so long
as the Minister confines himself to tourist
associations.

Itema, Subsidies to tourist associations,
£3,600.

Mr. MOIR: Most Ministers realise that
the activities of the Tourist Bureau are
important to the State, and will become
increasingly so, particularly in view of the
tfact that the Empire Games are scheduled
to be held in the City of Perth. Tourism
is important in many countries because it
assists to attract people to those countries,
where they spend money.

I consider the most important aspect of
visitors coining to Western Australia is
that they are able to see the potentialities
of the State. The more people we can
'persuade to visit our shores, the greater
the benefit that is likely to accrue to
Western Australia. People may come here
and decide to start some form of activity
by investing in businesses that are already
established, or starting new enterprises,
or taking up pastoral or agricultural
pursuits.

With a gross collection figure of
£373,511-an increase of £35,056 over the
previous year-the Government Tourist
Bureau established an all-time record.
Commission earned by the bureau during
1957-58 was £17,274, representing an over-
all commission figure of 4.8 per cent. The
overall commission figure for the preced-
ing year was 4.3 per cent. The increase
is due to the addition of agencies for
interstate and overseas shipping.

Serious consideration is being given to
establishing branch offices in other States.
Whilst at the present time we have repre-
sentation in the other States, it is felt
that if we had our own branches, the
business could be handled to greater ad-
vantage to Western Australia. Hon. mem-
bers will readily understand that when
people visit Australia and go to a tourist
bureau conducted by another State, it is
only natural that the officials of that
bureau should point out the advantages
of their own State.

No doubt there are tourists who go to
other parts of Australia with the inten-
tion of coming to Western Australia; but
'who, after hearing of the advantages that
would accrue to them by remaining in
the State in which they first landed,
spend so much time there that they are
unable to come here. If we had our own
organisation in those States, we would
deal, from a purely Western Australian
point of view, with any visitors;, and this
would undoubtedly be the means of per-
suading many people to come to visit us.

Mr. Roberts: I take it the main officers
in these branches would be Western
Australians?

Mr. MOIR: Most certainly; that is, if
'I have anything to do with the matter.
'The business written by the Sydney office

increased by £5,982. The total collection
figure from this branch for the year 1957-
58, was £53,822, compared with £41,840 in
the previous year. The South Australian
Government Tourist Bureau has again
assisted by booking a considerable amount
of travel for this State, and a private
agency in Adelaide has been very active in
promoting travel to Western Australia.

Quite a number of organised tours have
been conducted throughout the State. A
good service is given by the Tourist
Bureau to visitors, parties of students,
and other organisations. There is an in-
creasing number of organised tourist
parties visiting Western Australia each
year. The Tourist Bureau organises
country coach tours. There was no
marked change in the position relating to
country tours of two to eight days, as
compared with the preceding year. Dur-
ing 1957-58, the number of persons car-
ried on country coach tours totalled 3,529
compared with 3,601 in the preceding
year,' Other details are as follows:-

Day and Half-day tours: Short tours
attracted 38,702 in 1957-58 compared with
43,267 during the preceding year.

Interstate rail travel: With five inter-
state trains weekly, the demand for rail
travel, except for a few weeks during the
peak spring and Christmas periods, ap-
pears reasonably adequate to the demand.
The Railway Department will be running
seven trains weekly from the 9th Decemt-
ber to the 12th February, and this should
assist considerably in meeting the demand
for rail reservations during the Christ-
mas peak.

Accommodation; Accommodation was
adequate to meet the demand during the
year, except for one or two peak periods.
There has been an improvement in the
standard of service in many hotels and
guest-houses, but in some cases the ser-
vice is still substandard. Hon. members
will all agree that while we do have hotels
that provide a reasonable service-in
some cases a very good one-there are
far too many, both in the metropolitan
area and the country districts, that fall
far short of the standard that should
prevail for the accommodation of people
who are touring or who are on holiday.

Publicity: The bureau's publicity vote
this year was £11,400, compared with
£-10,000 for the preceding year. With the
increased money, the bureau is endeavour-
ing to produce more colourful literature
than has been possible with the limited
publicity vote of past years; and also
enlarge its programme on advertising in
magazines and theatres and by other
mnedia.

With the approach of the British Empire
and Commonwealth Qames it will be
necessary for the publicity of this bureau
to be stepped up, and an increase in the
publicity vote is essential in the next year
or two.
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The next matter should be of interest
to country members-especially those in
the South-West. The maximum subsidy
payable to country tourist bureaus on the
basis of 10s. for each £1 raised locally is
fixed at £750 for each bureau. Claims dur-
ing 1956-57 totalled £2,378. It will be seen
that the country bureaus did not avail
themselves of all the subsidy money that
was available. These bureaus perform a
valuable service and should be regarded,
by the people living in the localities con-
cerned, as being important; because the
more tourists that are attracted to a par-
titular area, the greater the benefit that
Is conferred on the people there, especially
the business people. Because of increasing
interest by the six approved bureaus, it
Is expected that they will increase local
revenue and, In the aggregate, claim ap-
proximately £3,600 by way of subsidy dur-
ing the coming year.

Membership of the Australian National
Travel Association: During the year the
Government nominated the Director of the
Tourist Bureau (Mr. R. H. Miller) to rep-
resent Western Australia on the Board of
the Australian National nravel Associa-
tion. This association has been ranted
£50,000 annually by the Commonwealth
Government for the next three years, with
up to an additional £50,000 annually on
a £ for £ subsidy basis on funds raised by
A.N.T.A. from non-Commonwealth Gov-
ernment sources.

The board of A.N.T.A. has decided to
open an office in London as from the 1st
January, 1959, and this will be an extremely
valuable centre for publicity of the British
Empire and Commonwealth Games in
Perth in 1962. A.N.T.A. already has an
office in San Francisco, and hopes to open
an office in New York during 1959. The
publicity material Issued by A.N.T.A.,
which has been accepted by the Common-
wealth Government as its official overseas
tourist publicity organisation, will assist
materially in making the whole of Austra-
lia better known overseas.

Parliamentary Liquor Licensing Commit-
tee: The director of the bureau appeared
before the Parliamentary Liquor Licensing
Committee and gave the views of the de-
partment as to desirable changes in the
Licensing Act in the interests of tourist
promotion. That item is important, be-
cause it is time something was done about
our licensing laws in order that we might
cater for the tastes and desires of the
people who visit the State.

In conclusion, I would like to point out
that the new cave discovered in the South-
West should be of considerable benefit to
that area. The hon. member for Vasse
was good enough to praise the Minister for
Lands for the action he took in having
the cave explored, and setting up a com-
mittee to advise the Margaret River
Tourist Bureau on the steps which should
be taken to develop the cave. I 'was quite
happy to make one of my senior officers

from the Mines Department available in
order that expert advice could be given on
the development of that cave.

As the hon. member for Vasse pointed
out, the Minister was successful in per-
suading the Government to grant a £2 sub-
sidy for every £ 1 raised, up to £2,500 per
annum for two years, so that if the local
bureau concerned plays its part, and raises
the money--as I am sure it will, because
it is a wealthy little district-the cave
should be made one of the attractions of
the State. From what I am told it can
be developed and should prove to be pos-
sibly the best cave in Western Australia.

Mr. Bovell: If not in Australia,
Mr. MOIR: Yes; I believe that is so. I

have heard it described as a cave that
would outclass the famous Jenolan Caves
in the Eastern States. If that is so, the
quicker it can be developed and opened for
inspection the better it will be. It should
be an attraction not only for the people
of this State but also for visitors to the
State. People go long distances to see
caves, and it is to be hoped that everything
possible will be done to develop that one
in the near future.

Mr. EVANS: I was interested to read in
the newspaper recently, and to hear dis-
cussions on the Goldfields that emanated
from the local Chamber of Commerce, and
from other interested persons and associa-
tions, such as the Eastern Goldfields
Historical Society, that there was a move
afoot to establish a branch of the Tourist
Bureau on the Ooldfields. Therefore, I
take this opportunity to put before the
Minister and the Government a plea for
generous support for such a move when
the approach is made.

The advantages of a bureau on the Gold-
fields are many and undoubted. It would
be of benefit not only to people on the
Goldfields, but also to tourists who may
go there as a result of publicity from
other branches of the Tourist Bureau, and
it would cater for visitors from the Gold-
fields, who could be given a better idea of
the tourist potentialities of this State,

There are many tourist attractions on
the Goldfields. For example, we have the
Golden Mile: and it is, as its name implies.
a mile of gold-producing country-the
richest mile of producing country in the
world. Further afield from the heart of
the goldmining industry we have old
names that are steeped in historical sig-
nificance, such as Kanowna, Golden Ridge
and Mt. Monger; all these places are at
accessible distances from Kalgoorlie,

Kalgoorlie itself, of course, is the rail-
head of the 4 ft. 81 in. gauge railway, and
is the first port of call for travellers com-
ing to the West from the Eastern States.
As the Minister mentioned, it is proposed
this summer to have seven trains a week
running from the Eastern States and also
to the Eastern States, and passengers from
those trains will stop in Kalgoorie.
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In the wintertime the Goldfilds revels
in beautiful winter sunshine. During those
months bowling carnivals are conducted,
and the greens in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
are second to none. We have an Olympic
swimming pool of which we are very proud:
and we feature a country racing carnival
at the end of August or September which
is a highlight in the racing calendar of
this State.

When the approach is made to the Gov-
ernment for assistance I hope generous
support will be given to the appeal, and
that other tourist bureaus will feature the
potentialities of Kalgoorlie, while the
bureau on the Goldfields will educate the
Goldfields People on the tourist potentiali-
ties of other districts in the State.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I would very much like
to see a branch of the bureau established in
the northern portion of the State where
there are some remarkable beauty spots.
Some bon. members may have had an
opportunity of seeing some of these places.
If it is not possible to have a branch of
the bureau established in the North, some
consideration should be given to an agency
being established at the bureau in Perth.
I am told by people from the North that
they go to the Tourist Bureau here and
they are unable to get any information
regarding the North-West. I did mention
this subject on an Address-in-Reply de-
bate some time ago, but I have not heard
anything of it since.

Geike Gorge, which is approximately
70 miles from Fitzroy Crossing, is a
famous beauty spot. The Main Roads
Department was good enough to grade
the road, after I requested the Minister
to have the work done, and visitors are
now able to travel out to the gorge. It
is amazing how many Eastern states people
are travelling around Australia these days.
The gorge is an amazing place and bon.
members would have seen photographs of
it in the film we were shown the other
evening.

Hall's Creek is another spot of interest.
I would just like to mention to the hon.
member for Kalgoorlie that the first gold in
payable quantities in this State was found
at that centre. There are several other
beauty spots, too numerous to mention;
but I do hope the Minister will give con-
sideration to establishing an agency of
the bureau to deal with North-West tourist
attractions-either in the North or in the
City-so that pamphlets can be distributed
giving people some idea of what attractions
exist up there.

A few years ago on the back of the_
menu cards of the State ships were
printed the potentialities of the next port
of call. For instance, if Broome was the
next port of call, printed on the back of
the menu card would be all the details
regarding the pearling industry. That
happened for all the ports along the North-
West coast, and it was an excellent idea to

give tourists travelling on those ships
information regarding the various ports.
I hope the Minister will give the matters I
have discussed some consideration.

Mr. NORTON: I agree with the hon.
member for Kimberley that there should
be more advertising of the North-West,
and the tourist attractions there are in
that area. Hon. members would have
noticed, when they travelled to South Aus-
tralia recently by train, that there was a
good deal of advertising of South Austra-
lian beauty spots, but nothing as far as
Western Australia was concerned. On the
backs of the menus there were views of
South Australia, Alice Springs, and so on,
but no information about Western Aus-
tralia.

I would like to see our Tourist Bureau
submit some views of Western Australia,
some photographs of our wild flowers, and
one or two other tourist attractions to the
railway authorities for inclusion on these
menu cards in order to advertise Western
Australia.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-North-West, £2,017,278:

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [10.28]: 1
only wish to say briefly that I would like
consideration to be given to the new Com-
monwealth grant of £2,509,000 so that the
money would be spread over a larger area
of the North-West, rather than confine it
to that area above the 20th parallel. I
know that that condition was Placed on
the first grant made by the Commonwealth
Government, but I do not know of any such
condition being placed on the second grant.
I have read in the newspapers that there
are possibilities of the grant being used to
assist other areas In the North-West. If
that is so, it will make me extremely
happy, because there are many projects

that could be carried out and others
assisted if that sum of money, or a portion
of it, could be spent below the 20th parallel
rather than be confined to the same area
as the previous grant.

We have such projects, as I mentioned
previously, as the bitumninising of airstrips,
the building and improving of roads, port
facilities, etc. A considerable sum of
money will be required for that work, and
I sincerely hope that the Commonwealth
Government will not put the same con-
dition on the spending of the second grant
as it did on the first. UP to date, as far
as I know, there is nothing to say whether
it can be spent in one portion of the North-
West or not: at the moment no condition
is attached to it.

I thought it was a good idea, while speak-
ing on these Estimates, to appeal to the
Treasurer to exert what pressure he can to
ensure that the money is spread over a
larger area than the first £2,500,000;
although I appreciate that that money will
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do a lot of good for any Dart of the North-
West in which It is to be expended. The
problems that we have In transportation.
port facilities, airstrips, and education.
warrant the expenditure of a considerable
sum of money, and I appeal once again for
the expenditure of this money not to be
confined to an area above the 20th parallel.

Item, Agriculture-SS,370.

Mr. RHATIGAN: When speaking on the
general Estimates I stressed the necessity
for a research station in Broome in order
to develop and open the country which is
not considered heavy eattle carrying
country. It would also assist greatly in
the prevention of soil erosion. I am aware
of the limited funds at the disposal of the
Government, and that when a specified
sum of money is granted everyone puts
forward ideas as to how it should be spent.

Many experiments have been carried out
in the Broome district. In one, 106 steers
bred in the open range were tested. The
results proved very definitely that mineral
supplements are necessary to increase the
meat Production in that area. These
steers were divided into two separate pad-
docks. They were all of similar type and
their ages ranged from nine months to
three years. They were all weighed prior
to the test. The steers in one Paddock
were fed with the usual fodder, but mineral
was added to the drinking water. The
steers in the other Paddock were fed under
natural conditions. After six months the
cattle were weighed again. The increase
in weight of the cattle fed with mineral
supplement was 134 lb., whereas the
increase in weight of the cattle fed under
natural range conditions was 49 lb. That
goes to prove that experiments indicate
that that Portion of the country which is
virtually unstocked at the moment can be
made more productive.

It is positive to any thinking person that
deep-water ports are vital to my section of
the State. During this session I asked the
Premier if it had been decided to construct
a deep-water Port nearer Derby than Black
Rocks, and whether all avenues had been
explored for the construction of such a
port other than at Black Rocks. The
answer was in the affirmative. I would
like to see a deep-sea port nearer Derby,
but that does not appear to be possible.

A deep-sea Port is also urgently required
at Broome. I was glad to read in the "Daily
News" of the 2nd September, 1958, that
the Minister for the North-West stated
that a special committee had recently
been appointed by the Government to put
forward Proposals to the Commonwealth
Government, and the proposals included a
jetty to be constructed in deep water at
Broome. Broome is dependent on pearling,
but it also has a meatworks. The establish-
ment of a deep-sea port would obviate
the proposed removal of the meatworks.
In this way, a vast number of people in

Broome would be kept in employment. I
urge the State Government to Put this
Proposal to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

I thank the Government for the good
job it has done in providing two new pas-
senger vessels for the North-West during
its term of office. I would point out that
another passenger ship is urgently needed
to serve that coast. The State ships can
cater for cargo through the three fl
class ships, but another passenger vessel is
urgently required. It is almost impossible
for tourists to travel on the State ships,
except for two months of the year, and
Passengers from the North-West are not
able to get down to Perth every two years
because of lack of shipping space. I realise
that these ships cost a tremendous amount.

I appreciate the efforts of the Govern-
ment in purchasing the "icoojarra" and
the "Koolama." The "Kabbarli' was the
only ship owned by the McLarty-Watts
Government, and that Government only
paid a deposit on it. The Hawke Govern-
ment has purchased two ships which were
under charter from the Commonwealth
Government; they are the "Dorrigo" and
the "Dulverton." That Government also
Provided the "Delamere." I know it is
no small matter to provide these vessels,
but I cannot stress too strongly the im-
portance of the need for another passen-
ger ship on the North-West service.

Mr. NORTON: I wish to join with the
hon. member for Pilbara in pressing the
claims of the lower North-West and for
some share, it not all, of the suggested
£:2,500,000 from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, over and above the original grant.
It is only just that that money should be
spent in the lower North-West because
that area is a sparsely populated, if not
as far away from the metropolitan area, as
the rest of the North-West.

I congratulate the Government on the
move it has made in recent years in pro-
viding itinerant teachers in the outback.
The Minister for Education told us there
were three in all. They certainly do not
cover the entire North-West. One of them
covers part of the Murchison, down to as
far as Payne's Find. In all, they cater
for the needs of 260 children. The ex-
penses incurred by them are not as great
as the expenses incurred for the same
number of children taught under the nor-
mal education system. The cost per head
for the itinerant teachers is £26 18s. 6d.,
which is about half the cost under the
ordinary education system.

This year a new district supervisor was
appointed to the North-West. After nine
months there he f urnished a re-
port to the Education Department. I
must congratulate Mr. Wallace on his
broad outlook and for the very sound sug-
gestions he put forward. Every one of
his suggestions is reasonable, and should
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be acted upon immediately. In his report
he advocated that at least two hostels be
established in the North-West. I now quote
from his report in regard to the hostels,.-

Another factor which must have
strong weighting is the vastly wider
geographical dispersion of the school
population in the North, e.g., within
a ten mile radius of a typical large
Class I Junior High School; in the
South-West there is a greater school
population than in the whole of the
Kimberleys.

Hostels should be planned for as a
normal facility to be provided in addi-
tion to home science and manual
training centres In building pro-
grammes for future high schools or
junior high schools in the North.

For consolidating post-primaries on
to central schools, hostels must be
accepted as serving a similar function
in the North as the bus services of the
South, with expense equally justifiable.

That is very true. The people up there
are just as entitled to have their children
educated nearer their homes as anyone else.
The provision of a hostel is one method
of achieving that objective. To show the
necessity for hostels, the superintendent
has drawn a number of graphs. Every one
of the 260 children who are under the
itinerant teachers will become a potential
high school student and a resident of the
hostel.

In the North-West, including the Kim-
berleys, Pilbara, and Gascoyne. there are
81 children attending schools outside that
area. So there Is ample opportunity and
scope for hostels to be provided. If they
are provided, I have no doubt that they
will be taxed to their utmost capacity.

Further on in the report the superin-
tendent deals specifically with Carnarvon.
The first two paragraphs in respect to
hostels reads as follows:-

If Carnarvon is to function effec-
tively as a district high school for the
whole of the North-West area, ade-
quate hostel accommodation must be
provided. At Carnarvon Junior high
school there are 90 post-primaries en-
rolled out of an estimated North-West
potential of 150, which suggests that
one hostel may prove Inadequate
within a few years. Eventually both
boys' and girls' hostels may be re-
quired. Natives in early stages of
assimilation might be accommodated
at the Carnarvon Mission.

If the conservative estimate of 150
post-primaries Is realised, Carnarvon
junior high school will achieve three-
year high school staus. I feel we can
safely predict that this will take place
within three or four years (subject to
the provision of hostel accommoda-
tion).

That would give a large number of
North- West children an opportunity to
obtain secondary education. The expense
of sending children to secondary schools in
the metropolitan area is beyond the re-
sources of most parents in that area.
The Goverment-established hostel has
operated at a far lower cost than hostels
or boarding schools in the metropolitan
area. The Government has already pro-
vided eight hostels in various parts of the
State, including Albany, Bunbury and lMer-
redin. The average tariff is from £3 5s, to
£4 a week, considerably lower than the cost
if the students were sent to the metropoli-
tan area. The report goes on-

The need for some form of agri-
cultural training at Carnarvon is ob-
vious. The development of an agri-
cultural wing or course must be
considered an essential in any realistic
educational plan for this area.

An agricultural wing should be added to the
Carniarvon Junior High School so that the
boys who wish to take agriculture may do
SO.

It is pleasing to know that the Carnarvon
Junior High School will have a technical
course attached to it as from next year.
This will mean that the home science
facilities already established in the science
room will be overtaxed, and it is urgent
that a home science centre be built at a
very early date.

I thoroughly agree with the summary
of requirements in regard to the Carnarvon
Junior High School as given by the
superintendent. it is as follows:-

(1) Extra classrooms as required.
(2) New primary school site to be

selected.
Future classrooms on this site.
School to split when post primary

numbers exceed 150.
(3) Separate home science facilities

(will release science room).
(4) Hostels-initially one but even-

tually two required.
(5) School bus for agricultural

students.
(6) Provision of teacher accommoda-

tion to be examined.
The last matter is very important . From

memory, there are 11 teachers at the
Carnarvon Junior High School at the
present time. The headmaster has quite
a nice new modern home, but the deputy
headmaster has a home which was origin-
ally the school. It was built about the
1880's or the 1890's, so hon. members will
gain some idea as to its condition. This
home is out of keeping with the dignity of
an assistant headmaster, and he should
be provided with something better.
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I would like to say something- about
the fishing industry, and suggest that
the Government make an immediate ap-
proach to the Commonwealth Fisheries
Trust for some assistance with which to
purchase a suitable boat for an investiga-
tion of the North-West waters, So far
as I can gather-and my information
comes from the August issue of the Com-
monwealth 'Fisheries Newsletter"-half
of the moneys obtained from the sale of
the Carnarvon whaling station has been
spent in the Eastern States. Therefore.
it is not very much to ask that at least
half those funds should be spent in the
area in which they were earned.

The Fisheries Department of West-
ern Australia should be provided with
a small ship fromt the moneys earned
at the whaling station. As far as
I can ascertain from the replies to ques-
tions I have asked, it does not appear
that the North-West is likely to get even
a small share of the moneys realised from
the sale of the Carnarvon whaling station.

Regarding the mineral potential of the
North-West, I would request that as soon
as possible a diamond drill be made avail-
able to test out gold-bearing areas which
have not been exploited. They were only
raked over by prospectors in the early
days. We should have a look at those
areas to see whether it is possible to pro-
duce more wealth for this State, which
is badly needed.

Vote put and passed,
Votes-Harbour and Light and Jetties,

£242,773; Supply and Shipping, £7,996-
put and passed.

Votes-Department of Native Welf are,
£243,047; Police, £1,660,301!

THE HON. J. 3. BRADY (Minister for
Native Welfare and Police-Guildford-
Midland) [10.471: The estimated ex-
penditure of £1,713,101 for police services
for the current financial year provides
for an increase of £36,913 over the sum
required last year. The salaries of mem-
bers of the force are affected by those
paid in other Australian States, and there
was a marginal increase approved as
from the 1st July to bring their salaries
into line with the Australian average.

Some part of the increased expenditure
required is attributable to this, and the
balance by reason of the decision to bring
the Police Force into line with other
workers working a 40-hour week. To
enable this to be effected, approval was
given for an intake of 75 recruits pro-
gressively during the year, and the first
intake will require to complete their
training before a reduction in the working
hours of others can be effected.

The overall sum required for contin-
gencies is £2,396 less than the amount
required last year, and this is by reason

of the approval given in that period for
the expenditure of a substantial sum for
the extension of the wireless communica-
tions system to country centres. That
expenditure is, of course, now behind us
and is not a recurring one.

Whilst the primary purpose of the de-
partment is that of police protection
throughout the entire State, it is charged
also with the administration of the
Licensing Act and inspection of liquors,
the Firearms and Guns Act, the Weights
and Measures Act, the control and admin-
istration of traffic in the metropoli-
tan area, and the licensing of vehicle
drivers throughout the State.

Last year the department was also re-
quired to take over the duties concerned
with the administrative direction of traffic
throughout the State. which was formerly
carried out by the Local Government De-
partment. As an offset to the increased
expenditure to be incurred, it is estimated
that revenue receivable by the department
will be increased to an amount of £369,623
as against £346,984 in the year ended the
30th June, 1958.

Although there has been an increase of
juvenile offences, the overall incidence of
crime has continued to decline. As far as
funds will permit new police stations are
being erected throughout the State. The
building programme for the current year
includes new stations at Mt. Barker, Clare-
mont, Manjimup, Kellerberrin, Mundijong,
Waroona and Goomnalling.

It is recognised that with the growth of
population in southern suburbs, there is
need for more police stations between Vic-
toria Park and Armadale and that the
existing station at IKelmscott is now
wrongly situated.

When the financial positicn permits, it
is intended to close the Kelmscott Station
and replace it with one at Gosr.ells, and
also another at Kalamunda to serve the
hills sub-district; and land has been re-
served for this purpose at both centres.

To provide a better coverage and ade-
quate police protection in the meantime,
it has been decided to place a vehicle,
equipped with two-way wireless, at Vic-
toria Park as soon as the vehicle and
equipment become available.

The Estimates of the Native Welfare
Department provide for a total expendi-
ture of £522,803 as compared with £520,538
last financial year. Natives have been hard
hit by unemployment, and over £46,000 is
expected to be spent on relief.

During the current financial year it is
proposed to carry on with improvements
on the native reserves and the provision of
a limited number of native houses. Un-
fortunately, the financial Position has
necessitated some revised thoughts, and it
will not be possible to do all that the de-
partment would like to in this direction.
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For this reason it is to be hoped that the
Commonwealth Government will see its
way clear to make a special rant as
recommended by the special committee.

A second mobile welfare clinic has gone
into operation. An increase in the subsidy
payments to missions is estimated owing
to the admission of a greater number of
children. This is also the result of the un-
employment of the breadwinners of some
native families who find it necessary to
place their children in the missions for
economic reasons.

There is a carry-over of grants-in-aid
approved last financial year, but which will
be spent during 1958-1959. This amounts
to £35,685 out of the total proposed ex-
penditure on grants-in-aid to missions of
£38,935.

The total estimated expenditure on as-
sistance to missions, including grants-in-
aid, is £214,938, representing nearly half
the department's total vote. It is esti-
mated that the reimbursement to the
Medical Department will be £109,744; and
to the Education Department, £40,000. The
former represents the cost of medical and
hospital expenses, and the latter the cost
of educating native children.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [10.571]: 1 can
assure hon. members that it is my inten-
tion to be brief. However, I desire to pass
a few comments in regard to the Police
Department.

I congratulate the Minister, particularly
on the establishment this year of a two-
way radio control unit at the Kalgoorlie
police station. A few weeks ago the police
in Kalgoorlie were able to have wireless
contact with headquarters in Perth for the
first time in history. The messages which
passed between Kalgoorlie and Perth at
that time would normally have been sent
through the mall. The use of the two-way
radio-particularly at an inland Centre
such as Kalgoorlie, with a big hinterland
of hundreds of miles-is fully appreciated.
it is certainly a magnificent advantage to
the police in their search for missing
persons.

I would like to record my appreciation of
the service rendered by the police of the
Community and in particular to Inspector
Meyer for the manner in which he has
administered the district under control. I
would also like to place on record my
sincere appreciation of the two bailiffs
attached to the police force in Kalgoorlie
for the co-operation they have given me
and for the sympathetic attitude they have
adopted when I have had occasion to go to
them in order to have certain cases
reconsidered.

In my opinion, the police in Kalgoorlie
have done an excellent job and have main-
tained an attitude which ensures that the
people look upon them as friends.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [10.591:
There is only one matter on which I wish
to speak, and that is in connection with
trachoma. I congratulate the Minister $or
Native Welfare on the action taken recently
in sending a patrol to the Warburton and
Rawlinson Ranges to investigate the
Incidence of this disease.

I knew nothing of this patrol until
recently when I read of it in the "Daily
News" under the heading, "Eye Disease Rife
in Far Ranges." The report went on to
say that most of the natives in the remote
Rawlinson Ranges area are suffering from
trachoma. Others are victims of yaws and
other ailments. The report continued-

This was discovered on a recent tour
of the partly-explored area by Native
Welfare and Health Department
officials.

A report by Dr. J. J. Elphinstone of
the Health Department, released today
said that there were only about 116
natives in the 4,500 square miles near
the junction of the Northern Territory,
South Australian and W.A. borders.

Almost all the women and half the
men and children showed signs of
trachoma.

None were completely blind, because
these cases gravitated to the easier life
at the missions.

Further on the report states--
However a mineral deficiency could

exist-the surveyors noticed the natives
ingesting large amounts of earth and
clay with meals, but were unable to
find the reason.

About three days prior to that a report by
Mary Ferber in the "Daily News," headed,
"No Vanity about Wanting to See" read-

This Is Ruth Robinson, a 17-year-old
girl who only found out how pretty she
was when she acquired what you can't
see but with which she can see.

Corneal micro-lenses, of course, and
not only can't you see them in the
photograph, but I couldn't see them
while I was talking to her.

Ruth doesn't wear the tiny lenses
for vanity-to avoid being a "girl who
wears glasses."

She just wanted to see-and she had
only 25 per cent. vision.

When Ruth was a child she had
trachoma, the dreadful eye disease
which afflicts one of the two Australian
races to which she belongs.

Nowadays, trachomna, caught early,
can be treated with wonder drugs.

When Ruth was a baby, the cornea
of her pretty dark eyes were literally
corrugated by trachoma scars.

In those days the standard treat-
ment for the disease was the use of a
copper sulphite stick. If the disease
was caught in time, this could cure.
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But Ruth was not seen by a doctor
until she was five, several years after
the scars had begun to develop.

So, at the age of 12, a pretty greater-
than-part-white gI peered mistily on
the world through her corrugated
corneas.

An eye specialist decided to fit her
with contact lenses.

Then, because of the specialist's pro-
longed absence from his practice,
treatment had to be discontinued.

Ruth was 18 and unable to begin to
try to read when Sister Kate's Home
superintendent J, D. M. Daniels dis-
cussed her problem with an optometrist
specialising in micro-lenses.

And so it goes on. That is the position of
one half-caste girl who suffers from
trachoma.

The department's report emphasised that
'17 per cent. of the natives examined in
the Warburton and Rawlinson Range areas
had trachoma, a disease which is very
seriously regarded overseas. The Public
health officials also stated that 25 per cent.
of those natives had yaws, and subsequently
that figure was amended to 30 per cent. or
more. In both instances the Public Health
Department recommended that no treat-
ment be given, as the risk of reinfection
was too great.

Apparently the Minister for Native
Welfare has had occasion recently to make
representations to the Public Health
Department, as a doctor went out to that
area and reported that most of the natives
in the remote Rawlinson Range area are
suffering from trachoma, yaws and blood
ailments. Trachoma can be treated easily
by tablets taken orally for two weeks, while
the treatment for yaws consists of about
two injections of peniciliin. In spite of
that we are not Prepared to give that
treatment, because it is said the risk of
reinfection is too great.

The same conditions apply to the north
of the area I have mentioned, and I think
this is a very powerful argument to use
when approaching the Federal Government
to make available funds which the State
Government has requested to assist the
natives of Western Australia. It is
astounding that £60,000,D00 could be made
available by the Commonwealth under the
Colombo Plan to assist people overseas, who
are far less deserving than our inland
natives, when assistance Is not readily
available to our natives.

The HON. J. J. BRADY (Minister for
Native Welfare and Police-Guildford-
Midland-in reply) [11.7]: I have already
made representations to the Commonwealth
Government in regard to medical and other
assistance for natives; but I did so only
recently, and there has hardly been time
for the Federal Minister to reply.

Votes put and passed.

Vote-Mines, £423,830:

THE HON. A. MW. MOIR (Minister for
Mines-Boulder) [11.81: The mining in-
dustry has continued to play an important
part in the State's economy: in gold pro-
duction, base metal production and other
types of mining. The State's gold produc-
tion for 1957 was 849,740 fine oz. worth
£1l4,038,185. The production for the nine
months ending the 30th September, 1958,
was 609,391 fine oz. worth £9,525,641. Last
year's production was 84,301 fine oz. in ex-
cess of that for 1956, and the highest since
1941.

The goldmining industry has been
through a period of trial and is still facing
difficulties. It is receiving some assistance
from the Commonwealth Government. but
that could be widened to assist the small
mine which comes in between the very
small show which the prospector works
and which is receiving a subsidy from the
Government with a limit of 500 oz. pro-
ducton, and the big mines. When we
come to the small jointly-owned mine or
that worked by a syndicate we find that
the 500 oz. limit Is not enough. It could
well be increased considerably, perhaps to
5,006 oz., before the subsidy is terminated.

The larger mines are assisted on a
different basis-a cost basis, worked on the
margin of cost, at so much per oz. The
department has continued to give valuable
assistance not only to the goldmining in-
dustry but also to other types of mining.
I wish to Pay tribute to the officers of the
department for their unfailing courtesy
and attention to those, engaged in the in-
dustry, who call on them for assistance,
which is rendered gladly and efficiently.
The department has continued its dia-
mond drilling programme, portion of which
is being carried out at Day Dawn, where
another intersection has been made of the
Great Fingall lode some 400 ft. from the
first intersection along the strike.

Drilling for gold is also in progress at
Coolgardie, where several old shows are
being tested. When this has been com-
pleted, the drili will be moved to Yilgangie.
At Tallering Range the department is
drilling the Iron ore bodies to test them
at depth. The hon. member for Gascoyne
mentioned that he would like to see a
drilling programme carried out in the
North-West, but he probably did not know
that a considerable amount of drilling has
been done in that area, principally at
Bamboo Creek, where the department's
technical men were successful in locating
a site and the drilling revealed good values
at reasonably shallow depth. Quite a lot
of capital has been raised to develop one
mine. They were also successful in regard
to another show, where they discovered
good values.

Unfortunately, much of the gold-bearing
country in the North-West does not live
down to depth. The occurrences seem to
be shallow-from 200 to about 400 ft.-and
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the geological structure of the country is
such that no deep mine has been located
in the North-West, although one may be
discovered. Officers of the department are
always examining areas and bring the
knowledge gained in older fields to bear
when examining these areas, in order to
determine whether it is possible to locate
fresh ore bodies in those parts of the north
that have been worked over the years but
where the gold lodes have pinched out and
disappeared or have lost their values, al-
though the lodes still continue.

During the year, the hydrological section
of the Mines Department was established
with the object of conducting searches for
water in our drier fanning areas. Last
night the Leader of the Country Party
made some pertinent remarks on the part
that could be played to develop our under-
ground water supplies. He was referring
more particularly to the metropolitan
area than to our outback areas. However,
it is well known that in some of our outer
areas, which have been regarded as dry
areas, there are places, where the geological
nature of the ground permits, which give
good supplies of fresh underground water.

We have other districts where there is
water in abundance, but unfortunately,
it is so heavily mineralised that it is not
of much value for any known purpose at
present.* Research is being carried out in
other countries, some of which appears to
be quite successful economically-or it is
nearing that stage-with the object of
converting mineralised water into reason-
ably good, fresh water which can be used
for many purposes.

One does not need much imagination to
realise what a wonderful asset it will be
to this State when these processes are
developed to a stage at which it will be
possible to convert mineralised wvater to
fresh water, especially when we realise
that there are large quantities of mineral-
ised water available-not necesarily under-
ground-in our many large lakes.

Mr. Lewis: Would that conversion re-
quire power supplies?

Mr. MOIR: Yes. A most important
process has been developed in South Africa,
which requires the use of power. The
cost of such power would form part of
the total economic structure, of course.
As I have said, a hydrological section was
set up by the department in an endeavour
to locate underground water supplies for
farmers in the drier areas. The first
drill was successful in boring for water
at Badgingarra on the recreation reserve,
where a flow of good water was encountered
at 698 feet. The complete testing of this
water is being undertaken by the depart-
ment.

The question of economics enters into
the location of water. If it is found at
great depth, it is a costly matter to raise
the water. However, the cost would not

be so great, even at a depth of 698 feet--
in those areas where water is scarce-
although it requires a large drill on the
bore to bring that water to the surface.

The second drill is at Kalannie and will
be drilling for water on the properties of
a number of farmers who have signed
the department's drilling agreement. In
the Kalannie area we had by far the best
response from farmers making requests
for this drilling programme. At that
centre, approximately 30 people have
signed the agreement and lodged the
deposit of £20 with the department.

As most hon. members are aware, the
drilling programme involves the unit going
on to the property to bore. If unsuitable
water is located the farmer does not pay
anything. If, however, water of sufficient
quantity is found which is regarded as
usable, he has to pay the cost of drilling
that hole. At Kalannie recently, water
wvas located which has some 600-odd grains
of salt in it, and which, although declared
unsuitable, would, I suggest, be fit for
wvatering stock if mixed with fresh water.
However, by itself, this water has no
economic value.

It was intended to purchase two more
drills this year in order to extend the
scope of this work. It requires a great
deal of capital to equip the drills, and
a truck, and provide caravans for the crew
to live in, because they do not remain
long On any one property. It only takes
a short time to drill a hole, particularly
where the depth of oxidised soil is 250
feet at the most before bedrock is reached.

Of cours2, in the Badgingarra area,
there is a deep sedimentary basin, and it
is Possible to drill to 1,500 feet before bed-
rock is reached.

Mineral production has played an im-
portant part in the economy of this State.
I do not think some hon. members realise
the extent of the value of minerals that
have been produced. The value of min-
erals other than gold produced in 1957
was £6,969,214, and the value of minerals
other than gold and coal produced was
9.92 per cent. higher than last year's record
figure. The total value of all minerals
Produced in 1958 was £21,007,399.

That figure of £21,000,000 shows what
a tremendous effect the total value of
mineral production has on the economy
of the State, because it must be borne
in mind that a great part of that amount
is brought into the country in the form
of foreign exchange, either by dollars or
some other currency in payment for the
minerals that have been exported.

Some of the most important of these
minerals and their value are-Coal,
£2,552,650; asbestos. £1,231,701; man-
ganese. £929,820: iron ore (exported and
valued at £l per ton-nominal), £380,440;
pyrites, £382,567; iron ore (pig), £:324,440;
lead ores and concentrates, £314,392; and
ilmenite, £233,470. The three minerals
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which have made the most spectacular
advances are manganese, which has become
of great interest to buyers in America and
Japan particularly: ilmenite, which has
been exported to Tasmania, Europe and
Japan; and blue asbestos, for which a
large market has been found in America.

As a direct result of the overseas trade
mission, there is to be established in
Western Australia a company which will
probably cause to be opened up several
asbestos mines in this State, because
these people are prepared to take asbestos
in excess of that produced at present.
one can realise, therefore, what an im-
portant mineral asbestos is. Although
this company Is only small, it has allied
activities, and its establishment could
have an important bearing on the North-
West.

The search for minerals has been ac-
celerated by the amendment to the Act
which allows large reservations to be
granted for prospecting for minerals other
than gold. On the eastern border of the
State, South Western Mining Ltd. are
prospecting for nickel. Rio Tinto (Aust.)
LWd. has a large area in the yilgarn and
is prospecting for minerals other than
gold and iron. The Western Mining Cor-
poration is conducting a search for
bauxite along the Darling Ranges, and
several companies are searching for
gypsum and copper.

Another company which has a larger
reservation in the north of the Kimber-
leys, is carrying out prospecting for
bauxite. Also, one of our most powerful
mining companies has a large reserve in
the North-West on which it is examining
deposits of bauxite which, if they come up
to the company's expectations, will Prove
to be of major importance to this State.

The South-West Mining Co. is pros-
pecting for nickel in an area close to the
South Australian border and south of the
Rawlinson Ranges. It is operating in dry
inhospitable country, but fortunately it
has discovered good supplies of under-
ground fresh water, which has enabled
it to carry on its operations. The com-
pany has carried out a great deal of
drilling in the area. It has been success-
ful in locating nickel, but the nickel con-
tent of the ore is not very high; it is just
outside of being an economic proposition.

If the deposits were close to the coast,
where power is available and transport
costs are not high it would be a proposition
which could be worked immediately and
on a large scale. The company has almost
concluded its drilling operations, and it now
proposes to commence shaft sinking to
determine the extent of the deposits. It is
hoped that with some advance in atomic
research, atomic power can be obtained at
an economic figure which would enable
this company to develop the nickel de-
posits in this area.

A recent amendment to the Mining Act
permits large reservations to be granted,
and this has proved to be a great advan-
tage to mining companies in their search
for minerals. Because a large reservation
is made available to the prospecting com-
pany, if its efforts are successful it will
have a claim to take up extensive mineral
leases which is an inducement to any mini-
ing company to raise the necessary capital
to carry out the exploratory work.

A good instance is seen in the company
exploring the bauxite deposits. The per-
mit granted to it covers an extensive area
and extends as far south as Bridgetown.
A lot of exploratory work must be carried
out to determine the value of the bauxite
deposits. If this is successful we will have
the largest industry of its type in Austra-
lia established in this State. This com-
pany has formed an exploration company
with a nominal capital of £5,000,000, and
it is in partnership with two very strong
and well-known mining companies of re-
pute, which operate at Broken Hill. Great
Western Consolidated is producing from
Bullfinch and the Fraser's mine at Southern
Cross. It is also opening up the old
Nevoria workings. It has expended millions
of pounds on these projects and the Gov-
ernment has assisted in establishing hous-
ing schemes at Bullfinch and Southern
Cross.

An amendment to the Act enabling these
reservations to be granted has proved bene-
ficial in inducing companies to carry on
exploratory work, but at the same time it
has caused some difficulty to the Depart-
ment of Mines. Some people with very
limited resources-and in some cases
actually non-existent resources-think they
should have the right to some areas. After
obtaining Permits they hawk them around
in an endeavour to interest companies, so
that those companies put up the requisite
funds to carry out the exploratory work.

Some of these people who have been
granted small areas have done no work.
They have put in reports from time to
time in which they tell fairy tales of their
activities. The positon has been watched
very closely. Anyone who is genuinely
concerned with the exploration of areas is
being granted a reservation. People whose
sole desire is to hold on to reservations for
speculative purposes are being told to get
on with their job, otherwise the reserva-
tions will be taken away from them.

As a result of assistance from the Gov-
ernment, the famous Sons of Gwalia mine
still produces gold, and it is hoped it will
continue to do so for some years. Quite
substantial assistance has been given to
this mine, and it will be able to carry on
for quite a number of years and to under-
take further exploratory work. This may
result in the life of the mine being ex-
tended for many years. On the other
hand, the exploratory work may not be
successful, and the mine may have only a
limited life.
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Ravensthorpe Copper Mines has estab- the State. In addition it renders assist-
lished itself at Ravensthorpe, and has com-
menced producing copper. Here again, the
Government has assisted in the housing
scheme and the provision of water supplies
and roads. The opening up of this mine
should be of tremendous value to the dis-
trict. The department assists owners of
small mines with finance to enable them
to develop their shows where it is con-
sidered that the mine has prospects of
being a good producer.

Every now and again applications for
assistance are made to the department by
the smaller mines. Departmental officers
investigate and report on the applications.
Uf it is considered they have a chance of
success, assistance is rendered. Quite a
few small mines are now making good as
a result of the assistance granted by the
department.

The number of State batteries existing
at the end of the year was 21, including
the Northampton base metal plant, and
also the Leonora battery, owned by the
Prospectors' Association and operated by
the State Batteries. During 1957, State
flatteries crushed 42,387 tons of gold ore
for 16,658 oz. of bullion, estimated to con-
tain 15,813 fine oz. The Northampton
battery crushed 4,911 tons of lead ore with
an estimated average of 13.34 per cent lead.
Unfortunately the price of lead has
tunibled. It is only the very good lead
mine that is able to carry on.

West Australian Petroleum Pty. Ltd. has
continued the search for oil vigorously with
geological gravity meter and seismograph
surveys. This year drilling is being carried
out in the Kimberley district and the Meda
and Ooldwyer bores near Derby have been
sunk through to the basement rocks. In-
teresting indications were encountered in
these bores. Oil Drilling & Exploration
(W.A.) Pty. Ltd. has applied for permits
to explore in the Eucla Basin. While drill-
ing has not disclosed any further oil, the
history of successful oil search all over the
world has been that of long continuous
effort.

Hon. members realise that recently the
Shell Company entered into partnership
with the companies which have combined
in the search for oil. That amalgamation
should strengthen considerably the search
for oil. It will enable the search to con-
tinue for some time.

The Kalgoorlie, Norseman and Bull-
finch Schools of Mines continue to do
excellent work at those centres and are
available to students who wish to qualify
for positions in the mining Industry. The
metallurgical laboratory at the Kalgoorlie
school has also rendered excellent service
to the industry.

The Geological Surveys Branch has
been occupied with examinations of the
iron, manganese, and water resources of

ance to mine-owners and others, with
advice on geological Problems associated
with industry.

Owing to the shortage of geologists, the
department has not been able to carry
out all the examinations it would like
to. Extensive examinations are required
to determine the potential mineral wealth
of the State. The department has 12
officers continually engaged in the field,
examining deposits and making reports
thereon. At present quite an extensive
survey or our manganese deposits is being
made in the North-West. These have
proved to be far more valuable and ex-
tensive than was thought to be the case
a few years ago. The demand for them
is increasing.

The representatives of the Japanese
companies who were here this year were
most interested in our manganese de-
posits. But for their commitments for
some time ahead they would undoubtedly
have taken a far greater amount of man-
ganese than they are doing. They were
so impressed with our deposits that they
gave serious thought to changing their
source of supply, principally from India,
in favour of Western Australia. We were
assured that as time went on they would
be Prepared to take more and more of
our manganese for use in Japan.

The coal Production for 1957 was
838,660 tons, a slight increase on the pre-
vious year's output. The coal deposits
are fairly large and extensive. The com-
pany which has the bauxite deposits has
also taken up a large reservation in the
coal areas which have not been worked
previously; that is, south of the Collie
basin where it is making preparations to
carry out an extensive survey to deter-
mine whether large-scale coal production
can be started. In the event of the bauxite
deposits coming up to expectations, it
intends to set up an aluminium industry
in this State. in that event it will have
to use very large supplies of coal, which
must be obtained at cheap rates, in order
to make a success of the venture.

Very early, when the company was
negotiating with the Government over
these deposits, an agreement was reached.
It was pointed out that the company was
not permitted to export the minerals
elsewhere for treatment, if there was a
possibility of treatment being undertaken
in this State.

The Treasurer: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOIR,: I am very pleased to say
that the principals of the firm had the
same viewpoint as we did, and assured us
that if the bauxite deposits were there,
and mining was an economic possibility,
they would do everything in their power to
raise a large amount of capital in order
that this industry could be set up in
Western Australia and the benefit accrue
to this State and its people.
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MR. MARSHALL (Wembley Beaches)
[11.4]: 1 wish to Make a few comments
in regard to the Chemical Laboratories,
which come under the jurisdiction of the
Minister for Mines. This department has
played an important part in investigations
and has rendered valuable assistance to
industry. I have noticed for quite some
time that there have been vacancies in the
laboratories; and my colleague, the hon.
member for North Perth, drew the atten-
tion of the Minister for Mines and myself
to this state of affairs. As a result, we
made representations that the staff of the
laboratories should be brought up to its
full complement. It must be realised that
if we are to have more industries in this
State we will need all the technical facil-
ities possible In connection with their
requirements.

The section of the laboratories which
has been making extracts from various
types of our native flora has done an
excellent job; and I would like to commend
the Director (Dr. Samuel), the Chemical
Engineer (Mr. Reid) and all persons
associated with the laboratory who have
been extracting these drugs since August,
1957.

There is no need for me to reiterate what
I have already said in this House about one
particular extract which has now been
more or less proved to have some good
palliative effect on persons suffering from
cancer. We have an assurance that a
thorough medical and clinical investiga-
tion will take place; and it is encouraging
to know that the Wellcome Foundation has
offered the Medical School the sum of
£62,500.

It is obvious that there is a great need
for this investigation to be undertaken:
and the valuable assistance given by the
Chemical Laboratories has been a factor
which has greatly assisted in the further
investigation of these drugs. Once again,
I would like to thank the people associated
with the laboratories for the valuable
assistance they have rendered in the last
12 months.

MR. O'BRIEN (Murchison) [11.45): 1
wish to say a few words concerning the
mines Department. Firstly, on behalf of
my constituents at Leonora and Gwalia, I
desire to thank that department and the
Minister concerned. They are very grate-
ful to the Government for the financial
assistance which has been rendered to
them in their time of need.

There is a matter I would like to bring
before the Minister's notice which concerns
the workmen's inspector. This inspector
is actually controlled by the Inspector of
Mines. I think that a workmen's inspector
should have more power; because in these
remote areas it often happens that the
Inspector of Mines is some hundred miles
awayt If a fatality happens at a mine the

workmen's inspector has not the power, in
the absence of the Inspector of Mines, to
give the instruction and permission to go
to that Particular area.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Country Water Supplies, Sewer-
age, Drainage and Irrigation, £1,467,080;
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department, £C1,175,000; Tram-
ways, £1,239,000; Ferries, £16,900; Cave
House (including Caves of the South-West,
etc.), £45,061; Medina Hotel, £C34,141; State
Abattoirs and Sale Yards, £140,945-put
and passed.

Vote-Raiways, £15,948,000:

THE 11ON. D. BRAND (Greenough)
[11.48]: As I sat here tonight I felt that
the discussions on the Estimates, so far as
the Committee is concerned, have been
quite farcical. The fact that the whole of
the discussion has been limited to this
evening indicates the Government's atti-
tude in respect of these matters; and whilst
the tactics of any Government are such
that it endeavours to avoid too much talk
from the Opposition, the Committee is
entitled to hear the Estimates from the
Ministers at a reasonable hour. I do not
blame the Ministers, because they are
under pressure, and are endeavouring to
give to the Parliament some of the detail
connected with the activities of the depart-
ments under their control.

However, rushing as we have been, from
one department to the other-particularly
when we on this side of the House are
co-operating in an endeavour to get the
Estimates through before the early hours
of the morning-and listening to Govern-
ment speakers present to the people outside
a situation where it would appear we are
not being critical is, to my mind, quite
farcical. The Government members have
taken advantage of this pre-election session
to express a few points of view on behalf
of their electoral districts.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is uncalled for.

Mr. BRA.ND: However, the Railway De-
partment is still the No. 1 problem child
of the Government in Western Australia.
Its history over the last four or five years
is a very interesting one indeed. There
is no need for me to recall the great
controversy which raged around the de-
cision of the Government to close 824
miles of railways. After bringing to this
House a motion, recommending with great
emphasis that it be carried, and indicating
through statements of the Minister for
Health when he was at Tambellup and
Bunbury that he at least was one of the
Ministers who did not agree with the
closing of the lines, the Minister for Rail-
ways himself went up to Beacon at a late
stage and told People there-and no doubt
he was speaking his mind-that he did not
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believe that the Government was ever con-
vinced that the wheat lines should be
closed. Let me add this-

Mr. W. Hegney: Parliament passed the
motion.

Mr. BRAND: It is all very well to say
that. There are many other hon. members
in this House and people outside who were
not convinced that the wheat lines should
be closed. They might have thought that
there were certain mileages of railways
which should have been closed down; but
there we have highlighted-if I might use
the term which the Premrier used some
years ago-the backing and filling of the
Government itself.

He used it, of course, in respect of the
Liberal Party on this side. Some of the
members of the Railway Union are at a
loss to understand the Government's policy
in respect to the closing of the lines; be-
cause they, too, know that the Minister for
Railways-and I mention the Minister be-
cause he represents the Government-ap-
proved and stood behind the decision of the
Government to close the lines one after
the other, and then went back into a dis-
trict and said the Government was not
sure that It was the right thing to do any-
way.

Then there was the appointment of the
Royal Commissioner which was made, I
understand, as the result of a certain dis-
turbance and a request for an investiga-
tion regarding certain happenings at the
Midland Junction Workshops. Following
the inquiry by Mr. Smith, the magistrate.
it was revealed that the whole matter was
so sticky that the Premier and his Gov-
ernment. decided to appoint Mr. Smith to
make a thorough investigation into the
railways administration; and, as is known,
he has been investigating and reporting
ever since.

Mr. Jamlieson: He is being very thorough.

Mr. BRAND: We have had a number of
the reports here which are the results of
his various inquiries; and it has been said
in this House that because of his investiga-
tions, the whole of the senior officers of the
Railway Department are not very happy,
because they never know when they will be
the subject of some Inquiry into particular
actions which might have been taken.

The Government, on the recommenda-
tion of the Royal Commissioner, abolished
the three-commissioner control intending
to replace it with a single commissioner.
It was stated that time was needed-as no
doubt it was--to appoint a permanent man,
as the right one was being sought. The
man who is going to pull the Railway
Department out of the mess it is in and
place it on a fair and reasonable footing to
make it the medium of economic transport
which it should be, has to be a top man,
and he Is not readily available. Therefore

the Government appointed an acting com-
missioner, the chief traffic manager at that
time-Mr. Brodie. It was the opinion of
most people that Mr. Brodie did an ex-
cellent job. Even after a few months of
his administration, the attitude of railway
officers and the department to the cus-
towners changed, and I believe that the
different attitude brought about by him
was reflected in the increased income of
the Railway Department.

After some months, Mr. Brodie, having
been appointed only for six months in ac-
cordance with the Act, came up for re-
appointment; and because he was due to
retire in some four or five months, it was
felt that as a result of the good job he
was doing, the Ministry would appoint
him on a permanent basis until such time
as it could select the right man for the
very responsible position. Much to every-
body's amazement, however, Mr. Marsland
was appointed to the job. He is a well re-
spected officer of the Railway Department
and had great responsibilities in respect of
the Midland Junction Workshops. But be-
cause Mr. Brodie was not reappointed,
there remained an air of mystery and a
great deal of dissatisfaction at the excuse
the Government gave for not reappointing
him.

Mr. O'Brien: I thought he had reached
the retiring age of 65.

Mr. B3RAND: He had not. If he had,
he would not have been reappointed to
his old position of Chief Traffic Manager.
In any case, the Minister must have had
in mind what the people would be think-
ing, because in an article in "The West
Australian" of the 19th June, 1958, it
was stated that the move was no reflection
on Mr. Brodie, who was due to retire in
the following October.

Because of the rumours that were cir-
culating, it became common knowledge
that, as a result of certain matters, Mr.
Brodie had fallen foul of the Government
itself: and I think it was Mr. Smith who
made some reference to the matter of the
letting of a contract for ballast which
started some investigation and query by
the Premier and the Minister. It utit-
mately became Public knowledge that all
was not well with regard to this metal
ballast contract which was let.

Mr. Jamieson: Didn't that go back to
the previous commissioner?

Mr. BRAND: I will give a rough outline
of the history of the letting of this con-
tract. I have been able to obtain certain
information from a file which the Hon.
Mr. Griffith called for in another place.
That file gave a lot of information, but
investigation revealed that some of the
folio numbers had been altered and that
some of the vital papers were missing. As
a result of that, the hon. Mr. Griffith called
for the other papers, but the reply given
by the Minister was that the file and papers
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which he called far were of a highly con-
fidential nature. The exact wording of
the reply was-

Such action could unduly embarrass
officers concerned and it is considered
to be in the best interests of the
W.A.G.R. to decline the request.

I will give the Committee a rough outline
of what took place regarding the calling
of tenders for 4,000 tons of metal for
the Spencers Brook section of the rail-
ways,

Mr. Potter:. Don't make it too rough!

Mr. BRAND: Tenders were called, and
the clerk at Northam commented by say-
ing-

I have discussed with Barrington.
See letter. Northam quarry is about
three miles out of Northam on the
Goornalling-rd. He can commence
crushing on the 11th April. Would of
course cart into Northam and load into
wagons. Hence his high price. Even
so this quote seems easily the best
proposition economically.

I mention that footnote by the clerk
because, as the result of calling tenders,
two Quotes were received-one from the
Barrington quarries for the supply of
metal ex Northam, at Northam, for 34s. 6d.
per ton, and one from the Mountain Quar-
ries at Boya, for 30s. per ton. As hon, mem-
bers know, Boya is in the direction of
Northam; and at first sight no doubt the
clerk felt that taking into account the
freight costs, even though Mr. B3arrington's
quote was 4s. 6d. per ton dearer, it would
be a better proposition than the quote
by Mountain Quarries.

Ultimately, according to the file, that
was the decision of the Assistant Civil
Engineer, the Chief Traffic Manager, and
the Acting Commissioner, and the tender
was accepted. Uinder the Audit Act regu-
lations have been issued that any tender
over £E3,000 must be referred to Executive
Council for approval. When it became
known in Northam that Mr. Barrington
had not obtained the contract, Mr. Rushton,
the mayor, and other people interested In
it, got in touch with their member of
Parliament. They were interested because
evidently Mr. Barrington had arranged
to provide metal from the Quarries to
the council at a, reasonable and competi-
tive price, if he got the railway contract.
Quite rightly, the Premier made inquiries
and called for an explanation because,
from his reading of the file, it appeared
that the clerk at Northam had had the
right reaction.

The file reveals that, as the result of
the inquiry, Mr. Stewart, Chief Civil
Engineer, on the 28th May, addressed a
letter to the secretary of the Western
Australian Railways Commission. This,
I might say, was after a comment had
been put on the file, which we have not

got, by the Premier, to the effect that
the responsible officer should be severely
dealt with in some way, or, I think, even
dismissed. in any case, the Minister, upon
receipt of that file, evidently took very
direct action and asked the Acting Com-
missioner, Mr. Brodie, to dismiss the
officer responsible, a thing which Mr.
Brodie refused to do without a report.
And this is the report which was received
from the Chief Mechanical Engineer-

This matter has been discussed
with the Assistant Civil Engineer, who
was recalled from Waroona for the
purpose. The metal was required to
make up ballast between Spencers;
Brook and Northam, where one road
was foul stone ballast and the other
gravel ballast, both being deficient in
quantity. As is usual with the trans-
port of material for maintenance
purposes no direct transport costs are
chargeable and the actual cost is
carried by the traffic operating ac-
count. The Traffic Branch was con-
sulted and advised that the capacity
was available to handle the tonnage
as the heavy super traffic up the
bank was then drying up.

In short, because the trains which take
out the super during the earlier months
prior to April were now going out empty
in order to bring in wheat and equipment
and goods from the Eastern States, that
would be the position. If you want trains
to come in loaded you have to send trains
out and they are not as heavily loaded.

Mr. Graham: Do you send them out in
April to bring back the grain in November
and December?

Mr. BRAND: I am only going an the
comment on the file.

Mr. Graham: Stick to your book.

Mr. BRAND: I will, just as many others
here do. These trains were available, as
was known by the Assistant Chief Engineer,
who also approved of the tender when it
was referred to him and then reconsidered
it-because he referred the matter to the
Acting Traffic Manager, Mr. Moyle, who
said, "Yes. We can haul this metal from
down here on the trains which are already
scheduled and it will not cost us a great
deal." Hence the decision was made that
they felt it was a saving-

The Deputy Chief Civil Engineer
discussed the matter with the Acting
Commissioner, who concurred in the
recommendation to close the lowest
tender, and this was arranged accord-
ingly. Now, considering the reasons
for this decision, the major fact was
the saving of 4s. 4d. per ton in the
actual prime costs, because it was
34s. 6d. as against 30s. against which
must be offset the actual cost of
haulage at departmental rates. At the
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time the average cast of depart-
mental haulage was accepted at a
figure considerably below that of the
saving of 4s. 4d. Per ton. A check
of the cost of haulage, made with the
Deputy Comptroller of Accounts and
Audit this morning, indicated that
far full train loads up the bank, the
operating cost was l.Old. per net ton
mile. This coupled with the cost of
haulage from Boya to Midland Junc-
tion, gives a total haulage cast per
full train load of 59.8d. per net ton
f rom Boya to Northam, and on this
basis a loss of 8d. per ton of ballast is
indicated.

This basis is not correct however,
as the ballast is being hauled to
Northam from Midland Junction on
normal scheduled trains which are,
in any case, hauling up the bank emp-
ties to meet the demand for loading
capacity towards the coast. This
being so, the only increase in depart-
mental outlay is the extra cost of coal
and water to haul the additional load.
and an allowance for increased truck
lubrication. These two costs are given
by the Deputy Comptroller of Ac-
counts and Audit as 0.49d. and 0.15d.
respectively per net ton mile. On
this basis the increase in departmental
outlay for this traffic can be assessed
at:

Per net
ton.

Boya-Midland Junction (pri-
vate siding) .... .... 4.3d.

Midland junctian-Northam-
bsm. at 0.49d .... 26.95d.
55m. at 0.15d......... 0.82d.

32.07d.
Say .... ... .... 2s. Ad.

The true comparison in cost is
theref ore-

Additional cost of haulage

(b) Supply from Northam ..

Per net
ton.
s. d.

30 2
2 8

32 10
34 6

The saving by acceptance of the
lowest tender is, therefore, is. 8d. per
net ton mile, or for the full contract
of 4,000 tons, a saving of say £333.

Mr. Hawkce: We hope.
Mr. BRAND: These are the figures of

the Chief Civil Engineer.
Mr. Hawke: it is too silly for words.
Mr. BRAND: It goes on-

A further aspect of this problem was
that little demand could be foreseen
for any appreciable extra demand

RELYA

for Metal ballast in the central dis-
trict, apart from the requirement of
straight reballasting which must fol-
low relaying and which is a charge to
O.L.F. This b~ilast supply is under
contract to Bell Bros. who have
opened a quarry at Edwards Crossing,
Great Southern railway. Owing to
difficulties in their quarrying and
crushing, this firm has not yet been
able to supply their fortnightly quota,
but it is assumed that when their works
settle down to full production, no
difficulty will be experienced in ob-
taining any extra supplies needed in
the central district or further south
as ballasting proceeds.

Thus, if Barringtoris establish a
quarry at Northam. it must be assumed
that this company would be able to
meet any public demand for crushed
metal, and as a consequence freight
from this source between the coast and
Northam would be lost to the depart-
men t.

Reviewing all the relevant known
facts, it is considered that the Deputy
Chief Civil Engineer presented the
necessary details of the problem to
the commission, and that the re-
commendation made by him, and con-
curred in by the acting commissioner,
to accept the lowest tender, was cor-
rect, and in the best interests of the
department.

I am deeply concerned that one
of my senior officers has been Judged
and condemned without even being
asked for his explanation.

This officer has a record of 33
years of unblemished service, and is
one of the Commission's most con-
scientious employees. I can find no evi-
dence that he has disregarded the need
for the utmost economy in the ex-
penditure of Public money. Thie
accusation cannot but caase con-
siderable feeling and unrest amongst
officers not only of this branch, but
throughout the service.

In regard to paras. 6 and 7 of the
letter from His Worship the Mayor,
I can only direct attention to the
final pars, of the Assistant Chief Civil
Engineer's minute to me on this
subject.

This letter, and copy of the minute
under reference in the preceding pars.
are submitted in duplicate for the
Acting Commissioner's information.

That memo from the Chief Civil Engineer
tells its own story; and while the Premier,
the Government, and Ministers are f ree to
make these decisions, it would seem that
it became a. direct matter when the Minis-
ter asked for the dismissal of this officer
who, as hon. Members will have seen from
the report I read, had a very reasonable
case, and one in which he believed.
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It is all very well for the Premier to Mr. Robinson has recently been
laugh. These are the cold facts. Does be
not believe or trust his officers? I might
go on and mention what the hon. Mr.
Strickland had to say in an article which
all hon. members would have seen in "The
West Australian" some time ago. He said-

Suggestions that staff do not know
on whom the axe is next going to fall
are complete nonsense and most
damaging. Commissioner Smith has
levelled personal criticism at only four
men-three of them tx-Commissioners.

And, as we all know, the other person
mentioned was Mr. Proctor. If you would
allow me, Mr. Deputy Chairman, I would
like to read a further memo from the
Premier to the Minister for Railways. I
referred to this matter when I began my
speech. It reads-

Would you please ascertain why no
effort was made to obtain Ex. Co.
approval for the contract let to Moun-
tain Quarries?

I have noted that the Chief Civil
Engineer quoted a departmental freight
figure of 5.16d. per ton-mile on page
65 of Stores Branch file G.7440 for the
transport of any metal which might
be produced by the Railway Depart-
ment itself, as compared with a figure
of 2s. 8d. per ton for the cost of hauling
metal from Boya, to Northam.

Would you please have a report
obtained regarding the freight charge
debited against other ballast metal
contracts let by the department dur-
ing the last 12 months?

I am at present strongly Inclined to
think that Royal Commissioner Smith
should be asked to thoroughly investi-
gate the policy followed by the Railway
Department, during, say, the last three
or may be five years, In letting con-
tracts for ballast metal.

That is quite all right: it is all in order;'
but the senior officers of the department.
including the newly-appointed commis-
sioner, must find it most difficult when
at every turn, and upon every complaint,
Mr. Commissioner Smith, whether he likes
it or not, is called upon to investigate.

I believe that that sort of thing bears
out and justifies the statement that the
administration of the railways will never
settle down until such time as action Is
taken to allow the commissioner to make
his own decisions, and accept the respon-
sibility for them. Parliament has approved
of the alteration of the three-commissioner
system; and at present Mr. Marsland is
appointed as the commissioner-but for
only a few months. We could not expect
him to be making any worth-while
decisions. He would not know, In any case,
whether, In the event of an error being
made, he too would not be investigated.

appointed as the Director of Finance. I
understand that he is a most able man:
but every major decision as regards finance
Is referred to him. It must be referred to
him because he is the finance officer; and
then in the same building is situated Mr.
Commissioner Smith. So it seems to me
that we still have three senior men
administering the railways; and-in some
respects, I think-cutting across the
decisions and responsibilities of Mr. Mars-
land. I believe that he, if left to his own
devices, would be making more decisions
than he is at present. I believe the time
has come when the Government should
honour its undertaking, and at least call
for applications for this senior and respon-
sible position.

In November, the Minister promised that
it would be done; but so far as I know.
applications have not been called. The
railways have been in turmoil for months
and months. I have outlined to the Com-
mittee some of the reasons why the senior
responsible railway officers cannot settle
down to do a job. Mr. Brodie was an
excellent officer; but obviously he was not
appointed permanently, because he refused
to carry out the Minister's direction to
dismiss this extremely efficient and loyal
officer without some good reason being
given.

If this is the sort of practice that is
going on in the railways at present, no
wonder increasing deficits are being created.
because it does not foster a spirit of good-
will among the employees, especially those
who break out of line. It seems to me that.
once again, where an individual falls foul
of the Government, or any officer cuts
across its path, the reaction of the Govern-
ment amounts almost to intimidation. The
whole administrative staff would, in the
light of this knowledge, stick closely to the
regulations which control their work. They
do not dare take the initiative, because it
seems that whatever they do. if it is not
In line with the Government's directive.
they are in line for the sack, as was ref erred
to in this particular article.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKCE (Treasurer
-Northam [12.22 am.]: We have heard
a rather remarkable outburst from the
Leader of the Opposition. One would never
have thought that he was a Minister in a
previous Government, which administra-
tion was responsible for allowing the then
Railways Commissioner to carry out one
of the worst deals ever made in Western
Australia's railway history. I refer parti-
cularly to the purchase of the electric-
diesel engines from Metropolitan-Vickers.
England.

Mr. Brand: They were purchased on the
recommendation of the Railways Commis-
sion; and if it was so wrong, you have
been in office for five years and have done
nothing to rectify the position.
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Mr. HAWKE: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition would do well not to get over-ex-
cited. He was given ample opportunity to
say what he had to say, and he must
accept his full share of responsibility for
the shocking deal which his Government
made in the purchase of electric-diesels
to which I have referred,

Mr. Brand;, I will shoulder full responsi-
bility for any of my acts.

Mr. HAWKE: Those were experimental
engines. One would think the Gov-
ernment of that time, if it were going to
buy any at all, seeing no other rail-
way system had ever used that type of
engine, would have bought six at the most:
but, instead, it bought them by the several
dozen. The Railway Department has had
nothing but trouble ever since those
engines came here and were placed in ser-
vice.

This has something to do with this ques-
tion of how much it costs to transport
metal from Boya to Northam or to
any other part of the State. It is an im-
portant consideration, dnd one which
knocks haywire the estimate of costs which
was put forward by one or two officers of
the Railway Department to justify a de-
cision which cannot be justified on any
ground at all, despite the superhuman
efforts-if we can call them such-of the
Leader of the Opposition to uphold the
decision made on this matter.

It is remarkable how the Leader of the
Opposition flies to the defence of the men
concerned. Let us review this situation
calmly and on a commonsense basis, and
not upon a basis of trying to put the
Government in the wrong, as it were, and
of putting-in one or two particulars-
railway officers in the right. We know
these matters are clear-cut to the
man who occupies the position of Leader
of the Opposition, even although he has
been completely overshadowed by one of
his colleagues in the front bench. But
that is by the way.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is not right.
Mr. HAWKE: It was my impression

the hon, member for Cottesloe had done
that.

Mr. Brand: if the ]Premnier is concerned
for my well-being, he need not be.

Mr. HAWKE: Let us take this proposi-
tion to supply metal to re-lay the track
between Northam and Spencers Brook
calmly, and regardless of party politics.
The Railway Department called tenders
for the supply of a large quantity of metal
for re-ballasting purposes between the two
points mentioned. A firm tendered to
supply the metal on the basis of obtaining
it from a quarry close to Northam and
owned by the Northanm Municipal Council.
This firm quoted a price which, in all the
circumstances, would appear to have been a
wonderful proposition for the Railway De-
partment.

In addition, of course, there is the angle
which the Leader Of the Opposition over-
looks altogether: that is%, of giving some life
and practicability to the issue of decentra-
lisation of activity. The Leader of the
Opposition wipes that off altogether and
does not even mention it. It is of no im-
portance to him. Yet I consider it is quite
an important factor in this matter. A firm
in the metropolitan area quotes a price for
the supply of this metal from the Boya
Quarry and to get this metal from that
quarry to Spencers Brook entails a train
journey, I would think, of at least 50
miles. One or two officers in the Rail-
way Department, to uphold their de-
cision to give the contract to the firm
which was to supply the metal from the
Boya, Quarry set out a story-which would
convince no-one who would apply any
comnmonsense to the story-that the Rail-
way Department Could carry this metal
from Boya. Quarry, via Midland Junction,
to Northam for next to nothing.

That must be mighty interesting in-
formation to the people in the country who
use the railways for the transport of a
multiplicity of goods and who have to pay
substantial freight to the Railway Depart-
ment for the carriage of them. it must
be interesting to the hon. member for
Vasse to know that it costs next to nothing
to the Railway Department to carry metal
from Boya to Northam or to Spencers
Brook as the case may be.

When the Leader of the Opposition was
reading this smooth-running story, if one
does not apply coromonsense to it, he read
that the actual costs in which the Rail-
way Department would be involved in
transporting this metal by rail a distance
of approximately 50 miles, would be a
little bit extra for coal and a little bit
extra for water. I ask you, Mr. Deputy
Chairman-even though I know you are
not in a position to pass comment-can
you imagine anything more silly than
that? Can the hon. member for Black-
wood, who takes a keen intelligent in-
terest In the affairs of the Railway Depart-
ment, swallow that one? I am sure he
cannot. Yet the Leader of the Opposition,
for party political purposes, swallows it
hook, line and sinker, and parades It here
as being something that is gospel.

Mr. Brand: Of course. it is written
here by the Chief Civil Engineer of the
W.A.O.R.

Mr. HAWKE: I would not care if it were
put forward by Soloman himnself-If he
happened to come down to earth for a
moment. I say it is the limit of absolute
absurdity for anyone to contend that
metal can be transported 50 miles by the
Railway Department for next to nothing.
I have never heard such nonsense. Yet
the Leader of the Opposition puts it f or-
ward, and approves Of it, and gives it his
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100 per cent. backing, simply because he
thinks he sees in It an opportunity to
condemn the Government.

of course he only makes himself look
ridiculous in the eyes of anyone who is
prepared to apply a little commonsense
thinking to the situation. Surely there
is not an hon. member in this Chamber,
outside the Leader of the Opposition, who
would believe that the only actual cost
that the Railway Department has to
shoulder in transporting this metal 50
miles is a small expenditure for water,
and a little bit for coal.

what about the extra time in the trans-
porting of the train which will carry this
metal, as well as some other goods? What
about the additional strain on the engine
because it is carrying a much bigger and
heavier load, with a good deal of the
travel on an upgrade between Midland
Junction and Northam? What about all
that?

There are, of course, many other con-
siderations involved also; and I say it is
straining commonsense beyond the break-
ing point to suggest, or assert, that metal,
or any other commodity of that kind, can
be transported over the railways for a
distance of 50 miles for next to nothing.
It seems to me, as it would seem to any-
one who gave commonsense thinking to
the subject, that the obvious and sensible
thing to have done in the circumstances;
the economic thing to have done from the
point of view of the Railway Department;
the right thing to have done from the point
of view of some practical decentralisa-
tion of effort, would be to accept the
tender submitted by the firm which was
prepared to supply the metal from the
metal quarry which was only a stone's
throw from the site on which the metal was
to be used.

But no! Someone in the Railway Depart-
ment thought that the tender should be
let to the firm controlling the Boya, quarry,
and that decision was made. When it was
challenged by the Minister, this smooth-
running story to which I have referred, and
which the Leader of the Opposition has
read to us, was put forward.

It would seem that it is a simple thing
beyond any doubt that the Railway Depart-
ment can transport this particular class
of commodity 50 miles for next to nothing,
and yet when a query is raised about rail-
way freights or anything else, then the
Railway Department cannot carry it for
four times the cost for which they
reckoned they could carry it.

Mr. Potter: They have a peculiar system
of accounting.

Mr. HAWE: Accordingly, although the
Leader of the Opposition thought that
heaven-if I might reflect on heaven so
grossly by comparing it with the hon. Mr.
Griffith, M.L.C.-had sent him a wonderful

gift in this matter, I think the bon. mem-
ber will realise, having heard the other
side of the picture, that be was sent a
damp squib.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-State Batteries, £158,000-put and

Passed.
This concluded the Estimates of Revenue

and Expenditure for the year.
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Trea-
surer-Northam) [12.35 am.): I move-

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June. 1959, a sum not exceeding
£48,751,155 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1958-59.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 18th September; Mr.
Heal in the Chair.

Vote-Railways, £E3,250,000; TramwayJs
and Ferries, £39,000; State Electricity
Commission. £C1,200,000;' Public Works.
£5,169,000; North-West, £C837,000; Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drain-
age. £C2,338,000; Mines, £E230,000; State
Housing Commission, £1,098,000; Agricul-
ture, £E190,000; Forests, £E100,000; Fisheries,
£13,000; Industrial Development, £C105,000;
Other State Undertakings, £1,899,500;
Sundries, £1,712.000-put and passed.

This concluded the Loan estimates for
the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

LOAN BILL, £E16,742,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 25th Sep-
tember.

THE HON. D. BRAND (Greenough)
[12.43 a.m.]: I am not going to hold up
the House any longer. All of us have had
some opportunity to talk on financial
matters. The loan programme is of
interest to us; but in the general discus-
sions on the Estimates such works as water
supplies, Public constructions, and similar
national Projects have been referred to.
I support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.
Eill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adapted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1958-59.
Tabling of Estimates.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (flea-
surer-Northam): I present a copy of the
State Trading Concerns Estimates for the
year ending the 30th June, 1959, and
move-

That these papers be laid on the
Table of the House.

Question put and passed.

in Committee.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure

for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June, 1959, now
considered, Mr. Heal in the Chair.

Divisions-State Engineering Works,
£847,843; State Hotels, £223,657; West Aus-
tralian Meat Exports, £708,400; Wyndiham
Freezing Works, £1,430,800; State Ship-
ping Service, £2,033,876; State Building
Supplies, £C2,924.258-put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of State
Trading Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
Message.

Message from the Lleut.-Gavemor and
Administrator received and read recom-
mending appropriation for the purposes
of the Bill.

First Reading.
Introduced by the Hon. A. R, G. Hawke

(Treasurer) and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Treasurer
-Northam) [12.52 a.m.] in moving the
second reading said: I would point out,
more for the information of new members
than old members, the procedures which
make this Bill necessary. As hon. mem-
bers know, we have considered during the
last few days both the Revenue Estimates
and the Loan Estimates; and also those
associated with the State Trading Con-
cerns.

Parliament has approved the Estimates
in connection with these three activities
of Government. and the necessity now

arises for both Houses of Parliament to
approve of the Appropriation Bill in order
that the money may be appropriated to
finance the Estimates. This will enable
the Government to have legal authority to
expend the money which is covered in the
Estimates.

During this session, supply has been
granted to a total of £39,000,000, being
£29,000,000 from the Consolidated Re-
venue Fund; £8,000,000 from the General
Loan Fund; and £2,000,000 from the Pub-
lic Account for Advance to Treasurer.
Clause 2 of the Bill grants further supply
up to the total requiring appropriation as
shown in Schedule A.

The estimates of expenditure from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund for the year
1958-59 amount to £51,766,331. Of this
sum, £13,015,178 is permanentliy ap-
propriated by special Acts, leaving
£48,751,155 still to be appropriated. This
amount is provided for in Clause 3, which,
likewise, appropriates £18,180,500 from
the General Loan Fund for expenditure
in accordance with the Estimates for the
year, and also £3,500,000 from the Public
Account for Advance to Treasurer for the
purposes set out in Schedule D.

The clause further appropriates ex-
penditure during the year 1957-8 in excess
of the amounts voted, full details of which
are set out in Schedules E and F, totalling
respectively £1,466,896 14s. 2d. from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and
£1,372,306 16s. 7d. from the General Loan
Fund.

Clause 4 of the Bill is to approve of
the expenditure of £1,054,291 from the
Forests Improvement and Reforestation
Fund in accordance with the scheme of
expenditure prepared under Section 41 of
the Forests Act, which has been laid on
the Table of the House, and which re-
quires the approval of Parliament. I
move-

That the Bill be now read aL second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2).

Council's Amendments.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.
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CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING,
AND IMPOUNDING ACT

AMENDMENT BILL.

Second Reading-Rejected.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam) [1.2 a.m.]: I move-

That this Order of the flay be post-
poned until the next sitting of the
Rouse.

Question put and Passed.

WOOL.
Inquiry into Cost of Production.

Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-
ber on the following motion by Mr.
A. P. Wats:-

This House requests the Govern-
ment to submit to the Agricultural
Council at its next meeting the urgent
necessity for an authoritative inquiry
into the cost of production of wool in
Australia, including separate con-
sideration or the several States In-

(1) agricultural areas;
(2) pastoral areas.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling-in
reply) CI1. an: I do not desire to take up
the time of the House, but I would like to
express my regret at not having been here
when the Minister for Agriculture spoke
on this motion. I might say I was
astonished to gather from the newspaper
report that the Minister had opposed the
motion. On perusal of page 2164 of Han-
sard, I find the Minister said-

I am not opposed to the motion...
and if it relieves the minds of hon.
members opposite, I am agreeable to
it.

In those circumstances, there is no need
for me to say very much except that I
appreciate the information he gave, which
I read with interest; and while I agree that
the Commonwealth Bureau of Agricultural
Economics, Canberra, keeps such matters
before it from time to time, I am glad to
know that the Minister did not object to
my view that a comprehensive survey by
a special committee is more desirable.

Question put and Passed.

NATIVE WELFARE DEPARTMENT
FILES.

Tabling of Papers Concerning Inquiry.

Debate resumed from the 12th November
on the following motion by Mr. Grayden:-

That all papers in connection with~
the inquiry made by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner regarding dis-
crepancies and irregularities in the

files tabled in the Legislative Coun-
cil last session dealing with the
Native Welfare Department, be laid
upon the Table of the House.

THE RON. J. J. BRADY (Minister for
Native Welfare--Guildford-Midland) [1.5
am.]: My remarks will be brief, particu-
larly considering the lateness of the hour.
The hon. member for South Perth success-
fully moved last year that an inquiry be
made into the activities of the Native Wel-
fare Department in so far as certain fliles
that were tabled in the House had a short-
age of correspondence.

The Public Service Commissioner had
an inquiry, and called certain evidence
from departmental offcers and the hon.
member for South Perth, and made certain
Investigations. He was not able to satisfy
himself that all the allegations made
against the department were such as were
described in this House, but he did find
that at least one letter had been sent out
as a private letter when it was actually
one from the department. Consequently,
he made certain recommendations in re-
gard to disciplinary action. That action
has been taken, and I have no objection to
the motion moved by the hon. member for
South Perth being carried.

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 4).

Second Reading Rejected.

Debate resumed from the 12th November.

THE HON. E. NULSEN (Minister for
Justice-Eyre) [1.7 am.]: I move-

That this Order of the Day be post-
poned until the next sitting of the
House.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling)
[1.8 am.]: I desire to register my protest
against the motion moved by the Minister
for Justice, because this matter has been
on the notice paper for something over a
month, and it was of suffcient importance
to have been given a good opportunity for
discussion even if ultimately it did not
find favour in this House.

It came from another place and dealt
with matters which were of fundamental
importance to many hon. members in this
House who, In my opinion-by reason of
the provisions which this Bill seeks to
amend-have in many cases been deprived
of their franchise. However, I appreciate
that the session is in a very late stage and
the Minister has the numbers, so conse-
quently there is little I can do but voice
my protest.

Question put and passed.
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TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2).

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of five amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Norton in the Chair: the Hon. H. E.
Graham (Minister for Transport) in charge
of the Bill.

No. 1.
Clause 2, page 2-Add after the word

"amended" in line 1, the paragraph desig-
nation "(a)".

Mr. GRAHAM: I am told that there is
an old saying that, when being raped and
one cannot avoid it, one may as well settle
back and enjoy it.

Mr. Roberts: That is nice parliamentary
language!I

Mr. GRAHAM: As a matter of fact.
those hon. members who have a few more
brains than the hon. member for Bunbury
will appreciate that actually that is a
classical quotation.

Mr. Roberts: At least I could get a better
classical quotation than that one.

Mr. GRAHAM: The hon. member for
Bunbury would do better to get out of it;
and if the people wake up to him in a few
months' time, he will. I would suggest the
hon. member get back to the bar and make
a proper job of himself.

Point of Order.
Mr. ROBERTS: Mr. Deputy Chairman,

I demand that the Minister withdraw that.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Withdraw

what?
Mr. ROBERTS: The remark that I

should get back to the bar. I have not
been there all night.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I can see
nothing wrong in that remark.

Mr. GRAHAM: I was hoping I would be
able to proceed to discuss the amendments
made by the Legislative Council.

Mr. ROBERTS: On a point of order.
Mr. Deputy Chairman, I request that the
Minister withdraw that last remark.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member said that the Minister had made
a remark concerning himself, and when I
asked him wvhat the Minister had said, the
bon. member replied that the Minister had
stated that he had been near the bar. I
cannot see anything objectionable in a per-
son being near the bar.

Mr. ROBERTS: I still insist that the
Minister should withdraw that remark.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I saw noth-
ing insinuating in the Minister's remark
that You were near the bar.

Mr. BOVELL: Mr. Deputy Chairman, I
heard the remark made by the Minister for
Transport, and it was a shocking reflection
on the character of the hon. member for
Bunbury. In fact, if you are going to
adopt that attitude, someone should move
that your ruling be disagreed with. The
Minister implied that the hon. member for
Bunbury was under the influence of liquor.
and everyone knows that he is a teetotaller.
The proceedings should be stopped so that
a full explanation can be made on the
matter, and at least the Minister made to
withdraw his remark and the name of the
hon. member for Bunbury be cleared.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Minister
should withdraw of his own volition.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I asked the
hon. member for Bunbury what was the
remark that he objected to. and he said
that the Minister had stated he had been
near the bar. I see nothing objectionable
In any person being near a bar.

Mr. BOVELL: He implied that the hon.
member for Bunbury had been there all
night.

Mr. Roberts: -"to go back there and
make a proper job of himself."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Let the Minister
do the right thing and withdraw.

Mr. BRAND: The Minister clearly said
to the hon. member for Bunbury, "Get back
to the bar and make a real job of it." If
you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, cannot make
out from that that it is a reflection on the
hon. member for Bunbury, then it is hard
for me to understand.

Mr. Bovell: It is definitely a statement
that should be withdrawn.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I still say
that I can see nothing objectionable in the
remark that a man may be near the bar.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wonder, too, about the
remarks made by the hon. member for
Vasse. If I can explain the situation, it
will be recalled that the hon. member
for Bunbury cast a reflection on myself
in respect to a quotation I used in open-
ing my remarks. When the record is
turned up it will be found that the re-
flection made upon me was not particularly
savoury. Naturally, I resented the im-
putation against myself. I thought it
extraordinary and I let him have it back.

Mr. Roberts: At least the public will
be the judge of that statement of yours
made in Parliament House.

Mr. GRAHAM: In the interests of getting
on with the job, if it is any satisfaction to
the hon. member for Sunbury and the
other hon. members concerned, I do not
mind withdrawing; but I feel, too, that the
hon. member for Bunbury could be gracious
enough to withdraw the imputation against
myself.

Mr. Roberts: There was no imputation,
either. It was a statement of fact.
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-Committee Resumed.

Mr. GRAHAM; I will let it go at that.
The Legislative Council has decided to
place a limitation on the number of taxi
licences issued in the metropolitan area.
It is to me more than passing strange
that the high priests of free enterprise
and free competition are the ones who
seek control. The political gymnastics
that cat be performed are remarkable.

This amendment is allegedly following an
inquiry into a Bill to amend the Industrial
Arbitration Act. it was referred to by
one of the hon. members on the Select
Committee, as a "political show."' There
were 31 witnesses examined; and of that
number, one was from the police traffic
office; one was interested in road hauliers
only; one was secretary of the industrial
union interested in the taxi-men; and all
of the other 28 witnesses were taxi-men.
Therefore, they were all interested parties
in. this matter.

The proceedings went on for several
days, and a report was submitted by
the committee. I have read some of the
transcript of evidence that was taken;
and I must draw attention to at least one
of the statements that was made, which
appears at page 142 of the transcript. A
gentleman by the name of Mr. Sunnuck
was giving evidence. The question ad-
dressed to the witness was-

How many taxi-drivers in the city
have been given plates in the last
two years?

The answer was-
That question is beyond my scope

to answer. The Minister for Trans-
port could answer because I know he
has the figures. I understand that
approximately 200 sets of plates have
gone out in the last two years, but
who they have gone to I would not
like to say. Mr. Graham told me
that there was an investor application
for 65 sets of plates. He made that
statement when speaking on the Bill.

The chairman then made the statement-
He was not talking the truth when

he said that. How can Mr. Graham
make a statement like that when we
have had a witness from the Police
Department who yesterday morning
stated that there are 69 applications
for individual plates in individual
names?

I take the strongest exception to one
who occupies a position to which he has
been appointed by a branch of this
Legislature, and who before a member
of the public in that judicial capacity,
calls a Minister of the Crown a liar
when he, the hon. member to whom I
referred, did not know the facts of the
circumstances, or of the case.

There is only one error. The witness
stated there were 65 sets of Plates. The
truth of the situation is that there were
64 sets. There is a firm known as B.OS.
Pty, Ltd. There are three people involved
-Blake, O'Hara and Smith. At the time
I got these figures Blake had five sets,
O'Hara had four sets, and Smith five sets,
or a total of 14 sets.

When taxi plates were unfrozen, ap-
plications were lodged, and the question
and answer appertained to them. These
were the applications lodged:-

G. Smith, of 307 Salvado-rd., Wemb-
ley, applied for 12 sets.

Mrs. G. Smith of the same address-
6 sets.

Miss G. E. Smith of the same ad-
dress--6 sets.

WV. C. Blake, of 12 Zlstey-ave., Mt.
Lawley-12 sets.

M. Blake, of the same address--4 sets.
J. O'Hara, of 44 Woodsome-st., Mt.

Lawley-12 sets.
Messrs. B.OS. Pty. Ltd.. 5 Cleaver-st.,

West Perth-12 sets.
This amounts to a total of 64, and added
to the existing 14 plates held by them,
there is a total of 78 sets.

Mr. Court: Did they get them?

Mr. GRAHAM: Those were the applica-
tions lodged. The question was in rela-
tion to the outstanding applications. I
repeat that a person appointed to a Select
Committee by a section of Parliament, has
before a member of the public, implied that
a Minister of the Crown was a liar. He
stated that what the Minister said was
untrue; yet the figures I have read out
have been extracted from the Official re-
cords. I mentioned them to indicate the
type of inquiry that was held. I have in-
dicated the Persons who gave evidence be-
fore that tribunal, appointed by the Legis-
lative Council.

Now following that so-called inquiry, it
has been resolved to limit the number of
taxi plates to the ratio of 1 for every 600
of the population in the metropolitan
area, but the existing Plates will not be
reduced while the Population is increas-
ing, to give that ratio of taxi plates to
Population. At the Present moment, to
make the Position clearer, there is, in
round figures, one taxi for every 500 of
the Population. It will require an increase
in Population of the best part of 75,000
before any additional plates can be issued.

Because of the circumstances, I am pre-
pared to accept the amendment with the
addition of some words. If Parliament
decides that certain people, notwithstand-
ing they have all the Qualifications and
seek to engage in an industry, shall be
debarred from doing so, I suppose the
Minister has no alternative but to give
effect to the view of Parliament.
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My viewpoint is that no departmental
offcer, and no Minister for the time being
has the undisputed right to say to a
person who seeks to follow a certain
calling, if he has allt the necessary quali-
fications, that he shall not be allowed to
engage in that particular pursuit, or that
it will be necessary for hinm to pay some
hundreds of pounds on the black market
to do so.

Apparently the Rouse of Review, the
conservative section of this Parliament,
has decided that that shall be the
formula. Such being the case, in the in-
terests of getting through Parliament this
Traffic Bill, which contains a number of
essential amendments, I am prepared not
to argue any further on this matter, save
-as Indicated-that I desire to add
certain words to the amendment.

At this stage I must apologise to hon.
members for the informal discussions
which have taken place between certain
members of the Legislative Council and
myself. Whilst I did have a draft of the
words I desired to add. it has been found
necessary to amend the draft in certain
particulars. It is proposed, following
amendment No. 2 submitted by the Legis-
lative Council, to add certain words which
will read, following the limitation of one
taxi for every eao head of population, as
follows:-

Except that notwithstanding the
foregoing where in the opinion of the
Commissioner of Pollee the circum-
stances of an applicant for a taxi car
licence are such as to warrant it, the
Commissioner of Police may, in his
absolute discretion, Issue not more
than one taxi car licence in any
month under such circumstances.

That will enable the Commissioner of
Police, where he feels there is a case of
distress worthy of special consideration,
to issue a licence; but with a safe-
guard-not more than one In any month.
If a couple of months are missed, when
no licences are issued, it will not be pos-
sible for the Commissioner of Police to
make up the leeway. Each month stands
on its own; and during each month he
will, or will not, issue one of these special
licences. There could be people in cer-
tain circumstances to whom it would be
an exceedingly great hardship if this
small concession were not given to them.

In the Legislative Council this evening
there were a number of taxi-men listening
to the debate. Actually they suggested
this might be done. I might mention I
have discussed this with certain members
of the Opposition in the Legislative Coun-
cil, and they have agreed with it. It goes
on as follows:-

Provided further that no taxi-car
licence which has been issued on or
since the first day of November, 1955.
shall be permitted to transfer.

I1 might say that all of the taxi licences
which have been issued in the metropolitan
area-and this amendment refers to the
metropolitan area-have been issued on
that condition. The situation has been
accepted by taxinen, and I have not
heard one adverse comment or criticism
of it.

There might be some question as to
whether it comes within the authority
of the Commissioner of Police under the
Act as it now stands for him to do that.
Therefore, to clarify and confirm the posi-
tion, it is proposed it be inserted in the
Bill.

I desire to submit one further proviso to
cover those who have taxi plates issued
to them prior to the 1st November, 1956,
that being the date from which the un-
freezing of plates took place.

I want to make It perfectly clear that
certain members of the Opposition of the
Legislative Council, with whom I discussed
the matter, are not agreeable to this pro-
position. It is agreed that there could be
found ways and means of circumventing
the proposal, which Is that the right to
transfer these plates should operate for a
limited period. Various dates have been
suggested: and I have settled for the 30th
June, 1960, so that those persons who have
been longer in the industry can make up
their own minds as to whether they desire
to continue or sell, as the case may be.

I feel it is absolutely essential, because
the very fact of Parliament limiting and
restricting the number of taxi-plates to be
issued immedately means that every person
who is the holder of one of these licences
at the present moment has far more scope
and profit in his line of business.

Mr. Oldfteld:. He becomes a small Swan
Brewery.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not connect the
point.

Mr. Oldfleld: it creates a monopoly.

Mr. GRAHAM: Not altogether a mono-
poly. If this formula had been in exist-
ence over the years, there would be 120
cars fewer in the metropolitan area than
is the case now. We could ask why the
formula was a ratio of 600 of the Popula-
tion instead of some other figure. I have
not any argument here to adduce an
answer.

If Parliament, by its decision tonight,
decides to increase the value of a person's
business then surely those same people
who are the beneficiaries, should not be
given an indefinite period during which
they can trade In licences issued by Her
Majesty the Queen and for which the sum
of 8s. only is paid. It is appreciated that
some of these people paid several hundred
pounds for their plates; but that was for
the purpose of engaging in the industry.
Is the taxi Industry one for the sale of
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plates to ensure that people shall get re-
turns or cover themselves in connection
with them?

It was suggested by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, who Joined the discussion
at one stage, that It could be circumvented
by a number of people joining together
in a company, as one person. One day
his shares could be handed to another
person and no transfer of plates would
take place because they would remain with
the company. I cannot see much wrong
with that. The thing Is to ensure that
those who hold plates do so for the pur-
pose of providing a taxi service.

If a number of persons join together to
engage in the taxi business, what is wrong
with that, if we allow the principle that
there should be owners, other than owner-
drivers on the job? That amendment, I
feel, is the important one; and for that
reason I have gone to some length in de-
scribing its significance as I see it. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Mr. OLDFIELD: I wish to speak on this

amendment.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.

member will have to confine his remarks
to the letter (a).

Mr. OLDFIELD: The Minister was
allowed to give us his speech and it was
not in connection with letter (a).

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member will have an opportunity to speak
on the next amendment.

Mr. Oldfleld: Russia!

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2.
Clause 2, Page 2-Add at the end of the

clause, the following passage:-
and
(b) by adding to the second proviso

a paragraph as follows:-
(d) The number of licences

which may be issued in respect of
taxi-cars within the metropolitan
area as defined by this Act shall
not at any time exceed one such
licence for every six hundred of
the population of the said metro-
politan area as estimated or de-
clared from time to time by the
Government Statistician, but the
provisions of this paragraph shall
not be construed to require the
cancellation of or the refusal to
renew any taxi-car licence which
has been issued prior to the coming
into operation of this paragraph.

Mr. GRAHAM: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to

subject to a further amendment.

[l02]

The further amendment, which I shall
move subsequently. is as follows:-

Add to new paragraph (d) the
words-

Except that notwithstanding the
foregoing where in the opinion of
the Commissioner of Police the
circumstances of an applicant for
a taxi-car licence are such as to
warrant it the Commissioner of
Police may in his absolute discre-
tion issue not more than one taxi-
car licence in any month under
such circumstances. Provided
further that-

(a) no taxi-car which licence
has been issued on or
since the first day of
November one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-six-
shall be permitted to be
transferred; and

(b) no taxi-ear licence which
was issued before the first
day of November one
thousand nine hundred
and fifty-six shall be per-
mitted to be transferred
after the thirtieth day of
June one thousand nine
hundred and sixty.

Mr. COURT: It is most unfortunate that
we have to consider this amendment at
such a late stage in the session and at
such a late hour, because we could easily
wake up tomorrow morning and find that
we had legislated for something we did
not know about.

Mr. Oldfieid: You drafted it.
Mr. COURT: That is not so.
Mr. Oldfielcl: You had a finger in it.
Mr. COURT: I certainly did not. I am

sorry the Minister made his earlier out-
burst against a certain hon. member in
another Chamber, knowing what he said
about another hion. member of that Chamn-
ber last year when the extravagant and
extreme language used in respect of the
Hon. C. H. Simpson was a reflection on
his integrity.

Mr. Hawke: I thought you were going to
say he was fully justified in doing what
he did a few months ago.

Mr. COURT: We have to have regard
for this particular problem which is at the
moment being experienced in every other
State of Australia in respect of taxis. I
think, in the limited time at Its disposal,
the Select Committee did its best to bring
something practical to Parliament In con-
nection with the taxi industry. Surely no-
one would claim that the sitbation in the
taxi industry at the moment is satisf actory;.

Mr. Oldfield: The appointment of that
committee was the shadiest political move
that 1 know of.
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Mdr. COURT: I am not here to commend
or condemn the Select Committee. We
have to consider the proposition which is
before us. The Minister in criticising the
proposition of the Select Committee said
he would not be a party to stopping any
man from following a particular pursuit
which he wanted to follow. That makes
strange listening after the unanimous atti-
tulde of members of the Government to a
Dill related to compulsory unionism and
similar things in unions. It Is no use
"ah"-lng and "umn"-inig about it. I have
vivid recollections of the debate that took
place on that matter,

Mr. Graham: There is no parallel at all.
I said "if a person has all the necessary
qualifications."

Mr. COURT; Including union member-
ship?

Mr. Graham: That Is so, and including
the driver's and conductor's licence, and
so on.

Mr. COURT: He can get a driver's
licence by taking a test.

Mr. Graham: He can get into the union,
too.

Mr. Brand: That Is not so easy.
Mr. COURT: I think that completely

explodes the Minister's reasoning on the
point. The suggestion in the Council's
amendment is that there should be one
plate to every 600 of the population. I
understand that in various capital cities
throughout the world the figures are 1 In
1,100, and in some parts of Australia It is
1 in 850. 1 think that if we have to pluck
a number out of the air In a, hurry, 1 in
600 is not a bad figure, because it will
ensure a, high degree of service.

Mr. Oldfeld: On a point of order,' Mr.
Deputy Chairman, we are discussing an
amendment and there are no copies of it
available, even though I have asked for one.
I think It is only a fair thing that hon.
members should be given copies of an
amendment such as this.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is not
a point of order; It has nothing to do with
the Chair.

Mr. COURT: We have to accept a figure:,
and, having regard for the peculiarities of
Perth, I in 600 seems to me to be a reason-
able figure to adopt. If experience demon-
strates that it is an unrealistic figure, Par-
liament, being the master of Its own destiny.
can alter it at a later date.

The first leg of the Minister's proposed
amendment is that the commissioner be
given the absolute discretion to issue one
plate In any one month for a special pur-
pose. With that proposition we on this
side have no quarrel. I would not like to
be the commissioner and have to decide
who shall get the one plate; but he has
been given the absolute authority to say

"Yes" or "No." Presumably there will be
some circumstances when that authority
is necessary, and we raise no objection
to it.

On the second point of the amendment-
non-transferability in respect to plates
issued since 1956-ikewise we raise no
objection to its being included in the prin-
cipal Act so that there is no doubt regard-
ing the conditions under which these people
hold their licences. r am assured by the
Minister that these Particular licensees are
fully conscious of the fact that the licences
were never intended to be transferable.
The amendment that he proposes does
nothing more nor less than confirm In the
principal Act the fact that they are non-
transferable, In view of the fact that we
will be preserving the status quo, we have
no objection to It.

But with regard to the third point, con-
cerning plates issued prior to the 1st Nov-
ember, 1956, 1 think the Committee would
be well advised not to accept the proposi-
tion. Once we have passed this it will be
extremely difficult for us to undo it; in
other words, it will be extremely difficult
to undo any damage that we might unwit-
tingly have done. To be Quite frank, I
could not be certain in my own mind at
this stage of the proceedings, just how
this proposition would affect the situation.
If we were to say that there should be no
transfer as from this minute, the proposi-
tion would be entirely different, because we
would then know that the transferability
of these icences would cease immediately.

I am not suggesting that I would support
that proposition, but at least it would be
easier to understand the implications and
the effect of it. However, under the
amendment we are suggesting, there should
be no transferability in respect of the older
licences after the 30th June, 1960; in other
words, we are allowing roughly 19 months
for people to rearrange their affairs.

I suggest that it would not take much
Initiative on their part to rearrange their
affairs and become little companies. For
that matter, they could form one taxi into
a little company; and then, for all prac-
tical purposes, the plate would have Per-
manent succession, because the person
would be selling a share in the company,
and not the actual plate. In such case
the legal identity does not change but only
the ownership of the shares in that legal
identity. Provided the owners of this com-
pany conformed to the law and is not
delicensed they could breach the law.

Mr, Graham: What you say could be
true of some; but If we do not have this
provision it will be true of all of them.

Mr. COURT: The point I want to make
Is: Are we wise to put this into the Act
at this point of time? -Is it not sufficient
for the Government to declare in unmis-
takable terms that during the next session
of Parliament we will consider the fate
of these older licences?
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Mr. Graham: That would be all right
If the Government were in power, but un-
fortunately a Government of this political
colour is only in office.

Mr. COURT: But there will be another
Government.

Mr. Graham: No. If the Legislative
Council would declare something it would
make the matter clear. It has more power
than the Government.

Mr. COURT: No one Government can
bind the next; but the point Is that If
Parliament says. "We are going this far
to deal with an emergency situation, but
all taxi-owners take note that next ses-
sion we will be called upon to consider the
transferability or otherwise of the older
plates." anyone buying a set of plates would
be doing so at his own peril. No-one short
of a fool would want to pay a handsome
price for a set of plates under those cir-
cumstances.

There are several reasons why I suggest
that that should be done, and one is that
more legislation will have to be brought
down to define the situation that is em-
bodied in the few amendments we are
considering. For Instance, there Is the
long-term effect of this legislation.

Sooner or later 75,000 people will be
taken into our population, and the statis-
tician will certify that more plates have
to be Issued, because there are insufficient
taxis on the 1 to 600 ratio. How is the
commissioner going to Issue those plates?
Will he use his own discretion or will he
call tenders?

Mr. Graham; How is it always done?
The issue has been increased from time
to time. Even the last Liberal-Country
Party Government increased them by 661
per cent.

Mr. COURT: Circumstances will have
changed entirely because the number of
plates issued will have been restricted.
There will be a build-up of people wanting
these plates because there will be a lapse
of time between their issue. The job of
the commissioner at that time could be
untenable unless Parliament defines the
procedure to be adopted. The calling of
tenders is only one method: but at least
under that system revenue would get the
benefit of the tender price.

Mr. Graham: I do not think that any
responsible Government would look at a
situation of tenders,

Mr. COVET: It might not, but we must
have some machinery. Surely the Minister
would not like, In five years' time, to put
the commissioner In the position of having
to consider the issue of. say, ten new
plates while, during that same period, there
would ha~ve been a Pent-up demand for
them. It could not be taken on the "first
in" basis, because people would rush In

tomorrow and register themselves for a
set of plates, even though -they knew the
plates would not be. issued for 10 years.
Look at the situation that would confront
the commissioner then!

Mr. Graham: But your Government
increased them by 65 in the year 1950-51.
There was a6 situation confronting the
Commissioner of Police, and he weeded
them out and gave plates to some and
refused plates to others.

Mr. COURT: But he had a much more
generous ration of Plates to issue than
will be the case under this quota basis of'
1 in 600. 1 think that on reflection the
Minister would agree that the situation
would be entirely different,

Mr. Graham: I do not think so.

Mr. COURT: I think It would be better
for us to end the Minister's proviso at
the reference to non-transferable plates
Issued since 1956. I would suggest, too, that
there is ambiguity in the amendment he,
has put forward, because it appeared to,
me that the concluding words would
mean that all plates were transferable unti.
the 30th June, 1960. That is nob his
Intention, and I think we should use the'
word "and" to join (a) and (b) together-
I would like, however, later on to move an;
amendment to the Minaister's amendment-.

Mr. OLOFIELD: I am afraid I cannot
agree with either the amendment sent
back from another place, or with the Minis-
ter's proposed amendment on the amend-
ment. I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity of objecting to the information made
available to hon. members in this Chamber.
I find, on Inquiry, that there is only one
copy of this amendment available, and
that is the one in front of the Chairman.
When I asked for a copy, the messenger had
to go and get it from another place.
That copy has to be returned because it
is the only one in existence.

Mr. Heal: If you lose it we will all be
happy.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I wonder whether I
should return it.

Mr. Crommelin: There are other things
you can do with It.

Mr. OLD)FIELD: I have seen the hon.
member throw a copy of Standing Orders
at one of his colleagues. I am strongly
opposed to the amendment sent back from,
another place; and I am amazed at the
Minister even contemplating accepting it-
and proposing an amendment to it. Whent
we do see what has been sent back we
see that the number of taxi-cabs in the
metropolitan area is to be limited according
to the population, regardless of whether
it is adult or infant, male or female. Are
we to examine the number of butchers'
shops or grocers' shops and limit them
according to the population?
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Mr. Brand: We limited the hours of
petrol stations.

Mr. OLORFELD: Yes; and If another
place had accepted a certain Bill three
years ago to allow freedom of the in-
dividual, so that service stations could
sell any number of brands of petrol on
their own premises, there would have been
no over-building, which necessitated the
restriction of service station hours. The
Leader of the Opposition knows who was
responsible for the defeat of that Bill.

Mr. Brand: Who?
Mr. OLDPIELD: The Leader of the

O0pposition was lobbying in the corridor
and went into the party room where it
was agreed what was to be done. The
Leader of the Opposition put pressure on
certain hon. members to defeat the legis-
lation, and he cannot deny it. The hon.
member for Cottesloe is not in his place,
smirking as usual, but he sold himself-
sitting alongside me on that occasion-to
certain people-

Mr Potter: And what price did he get?
Mr. OLDPIELD: A front bench seat.

Are we going to legislate not only for
service stations and taxis, but for butchers'
shops and many other activities? Let us
take it further and legislate as to the
number of children permitted to be born,
according to population. That would be
no sillier than this. I cannot understand
the Minister's attitude on this matter.
Who is running this country?

Mr. Graham: The Legislative Council,
as usual.

Mr. OLUPIELD: Why not have the
courage to refuse to allow it to do so? Why
should we legislate that the issue of taxi
plates should be restricted to one per month
or 12 per year? Do we want Perth to re-
main a country town where the road board
licenses taxis? Are we to be like Bussel-
ton, Bunbury, Albany, or Gascoyne where
the road board issues the licences and the
owner of the local taxi fleet is probably
a member of the road board and controls
it, as happens in most country towns, be-
cause generally the owner of the taxi fleet
is a member of the road board and has
control over the issuing of plates? Has
anyone raised objection to the number of
hotels per head of population? Has any-
one said that as the number of electors
in East Perth has dwindled some of the
hotels should be closed? Are we to limit
the number of motorcars on the road to
what the Town Planner or the traffic
engineer thinks the roads can take? Are
we living in Russia-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson interjected.
Mr. OL.DFIELD: The hon. member for

'Cottesloe usually comes in with the wrong
-word, which he takes five minutes to think
uip.

Mr. Ross Hlutchinson: Very clever!

Mr. OLDFIELD: I thought the hon.
member said, "Cleaver."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would be
someone if you were he.

Mr. OLLDFIELD: I must oppose the
amendment, because true Liberalism
means a fair go for everybody and any-
one wanting to enter a business should
be permitted to do so-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: How is the hon.
member for Mt. Lawley going for time?

Mr. OLDPIELD: If the hon. member
for Cottesloe wishes to cheek on that he
can stand up and query it, Instead of
whispering.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson*. I was hoping
that you would continue; very amusing!

Mr. OLDFIELD: Will I sit down while
the hon. member queries the time?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No; you are most
amusing.

Mr. OLDFIELD: When I speak of true
Liberalism-

Mr. Jamieson: What is that?
Mr. OLOFIELD): A fair go for every-

body. We have reached a stage in this
Parliament where the Government is
regimented and the Opposition is regi-
rnented-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Has this
anything to do with the amendment?

Mr. OLDPIELD: Yes. I saw the Minis-
ter outside this Chamber in conclave with
a person from another place, and that
person again in conclave with another
hon. member of this House, and that is
how it was decided what was to happen
in this Chamber. They reached what
they would call a compromise of some
sort-

Mr. Johnson: A gentleman's agreement.
Mr. OLDFtELD: We can always rely

on the hon. member for Leederville for
a touch of humour.

Question (that the Council's amend-
ment be agreed to subject to a further
amendment) put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. novel L
Mr. Brady
Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Orommelin
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heatmnan
mr. W. Hesney
Mr. Hutch inson
Mr.' Kelly
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Lawrence

Ayes-ni6
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mocir
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Owen
Mr. Potter
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tronkin
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. May

rTellr.'
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Noes--a
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Johnson
Mr. Evans Mr. Oldfteld
Mr, les] Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Jamluson Mr. Andrew

(Teller.)

Majority for-18.
Question thus passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to, subject to a further
amendment.

Mr. GRAHAM: I understand that we
have agreed to the amendment sought
by the Legislative Council, and that in a
separate motion I am now to move for the
addition of certain words. Would it be
all right if I moved the motion down to
a certain distance?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am taking
it as a new motion.

Mr. COURT: We have taken it as under-
stood that paragraph (d) in the amend-
ment of the Legislative Council has been
agreed to. It will be subjected to a further
amendment which the Minister can move.
The amendment will now start from the
end of paragraph (d), I take it?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is so.

Mr. GRAHAM: I move a further amend-
ment.-

Add the following to new paragraph
(d):

Except that notwithstanding the
foregoing where in the opinion of
the Commissioner of Police the
circumstances of an applicant for
a taxi-car licence are such as to
warrant it, the Commissioner of
Police may. in his absolute dis-
cretion, issue not more than one
taxi-car licence in any month

- under such circumstances. Pro-
vided further that-

(a) no taxi-car licence which
has been issued on or
since the first day of
November, one thousand
nine-hundred and fifty-
six, shall be permitted to
be transferred; and

(b) no taxi-car licence which
was issued before the first
day of November, one
thousand nine hundred
and fifty-six, shall be per-
mitted to be transferred
after the thirtieth day of
June, one thousand nine
hundred and sixty.

I have given reasons for this.
Mr. COURT: I move-

That the amendment be amended
by deleting paragraph (b).

I understand that if I were successful
the deletion of the word "and" would be
automatic. My reasons were given be-
fore. So far as the first two points of

the Minister's amendment are concerned
we are in agreement. The second part
refers to licences Issued with the under-
standing that they were non-transferable.
They are those issued since 1956. In view
of the understanding that has been in the
minds of the recipients of those licences--
that they are non-transferable-we con-
sider that this would preserve the status,
quo,

But the last part is going too far when
we have not got the facilities, or the time,
to consider the final implications of the
matter. The proposition is that licences
issued before the let November, 1956, will
be transferable until the 30th June, 1980.
Therefore, if we did not accept this part
of the Minister's amendment, as Parlia-
ment will be reassembling in 1959, it
could then make a decision as to the
transferability of the later licences.

In the meantime, owners of those
licences, and anyone who might seek to
buy those licences, will have been informed
that there is every prospect of Parliament
bringing down a restriction. Meanwhile,
we can give consideration to imposing
a restrictive date. The people will at least
have been warned and the holders of
licences and potential purchasers will know
that Parliament might impose a restrictive
date. If we imposed one tonight we might
wake up and find that we had done some-
thing we did not intend. The implications
would be tremendous.

Mr. GRAHAM: I cannot understand the
concern of the hon. member for Nedlands.
Apparently the day is early enough, and
the situation clear enough, for us to
accept the first two principles. We
only bog down in respect of the third.
I have already indicated that whilst it is
true that those who have already received
taxi plates issued prior to the 1st Novem-
ber 1956, have the right to trade-in and
sell them or buy them, never before
has Parliament said, "You have an as-
surance of a formula and you will be pro-
tected so that not more than a certain
number of people working on that formula
can operate in opposition to you."

But if Parliament insists on doing that
on the one hand, then surely it is entitled
on the other to say, "You paid only 8s. for
plates; therefore you shall not be per-
mitted to sell them for £500--perhaps a
little more or a little less--to somebody
else who is locked out of the industry by
this legislation".

Mr. Court: But you are giving them the
right to do that until 1960.

Mr. GRAHAM: Because of the circum-
stances which have existed they are en-
titled to do that. Perhaps only a few
weeks ago somebody bought some plates.
We have allowed that situation to con-
tinue even though the purchase price
has been getting less. In the interests
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of fairness we are saying, "We will give
you approximately 18 months to make
up your mind which way you are going."
I can see nothing unreasonable in the
proposition.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: One of the im-
mediate effects would be to lower the price
of the plates.

Mr. GRAHAM: The sale price of the
plates was about £500 to £700 about three
years ago. With the unfreezing of plates
the value has fallen until I understand
that at the Present time they are only £200.
When this legislation is passed, the value-
if there is no restriction on the transfer
of the plates-must increase.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But I mean Your
amendment would have the effect of lower-
ing the value of the plates again, wouldn't
It?

Mr. GRAHAM: I think so; but the
action in issuing further plates has had
that result, anyhow, and I think it is
fair and equitable. After all, what was the
genesis of this? It was a Bill to amend
-the Industrial Arbitration Act in order
to take some action to protect drivers, or
some of them, from people who had plates
that they had purchased or had issued
to them and who were charging all sorts of
fees, usually £25 a week for the hire of
the car.

That was the genesis of this; and now
those very people whom we were seeking
to enact legislation to protect by this par-
ticular Bill will be given an additional
band-out because the action we have
taken already increases the value of their
business; and I think the proposition, if
it errs in any respect, errs on the side of
over-generosity.

The date is the 30th June, 1960. If
someone cares to make it the 30th June.
1959, to give six months, that would be
acceptable by me; but otherwise, in order
to be fair-after all they have been en-
gaged in this trade for many years past-
we should give them an opportunity to
review the situation and make up their
minds whether to hang on to the plates
-or get rid of them in a specified time.

Mr. JAMIESON: The situation becomes
-more confused every time the Minister
speaks. Am I and other hon. members to
understand that this is an addendum added
to a Bill that had nothing to do with this
particular subject, for the purpose of
getting the rest of the Bill through? if
so, I think it would be far better if it was
decided at a conference what was wanted
before the measure was brought back to the
House. As far as I can see, the Bill has
been studied and the proposition has noth-
Ing to do with this, so that I do not think
we are in order to go ahead. I would
ask you to have a look at it, Sir, and give
a ruling as to whether it is justified that

a Bill that has been introduced for one
purpose now comes back with an amend-
ment dealing with another purpose al-
together outside that Bill.

Mr. Graham: The original Bill amended
Section 8 of the Act, and this amendment
is further amending Section 8.

Mr. JAMIfESON: An altogether different
intent.

Mr. Graham: I know.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The amend-

ment is in order.
Amendment on amendment put and

negatived.
Assemtbly's further amendment on the

Council's amendment put and passed.
No. 3.,
Clause 3, page 3-Delete all words from

and including the word "except" in line
16, down to and including the word "from"
in line 17, and substitute the words "Other-
wise than in passing from one portion of
the farm or holding to."

Mr. GRAHAM: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

At the present time there are certain
concessions in respect of vehicles which
are not required to be licensed or which
have certain concessions appertaining to
them because they operate on farmers' pro-
perties almost exclusively, but from time
to time they cross the road to go into an-
other Paddock. That might be all right:
but it is unfortunate If the Paddock is 200
yards down the road. Legally the farmer
would be at fault because his vehicle is
not licensed,' and so the amendment is to
allow the vehicle to be moved by a farmer
in connection with his property. I have
no objection.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4.
Clause 3, page 5-Delete all words from

and including the word "except" in line
22,' down to and including the word "from"
in line 24 and substitute the words "Other-
wise than in passing from one portion of
the farm or holding to."

Mr. GRAHAM: This amendment is iden-
tical with the previous amendment but
appears on a different page. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Courncil's

amendment agreed to.
No. 5.
clause 8, Page 14.-After line 21 add a

further subparagraph to stand as sub-
paragraph (UP) as follows:-

(zp) empowering the Commissioner to
carry into effect the provisions of
paragraph (d) of the proviso to
Section eight of the principal Act.
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* Mr. GRAHAM: This gives additional
Powers to those contained in the Act, to
make regulations; and this one specifically
is to empower the Commissioner of Police
to give effect to the process of issuing taxi
licences in the metropolitan area in future
in accordance with an amendment which
was agreed to by this Committee some
minutes ago. As the principle has been
accepted by this Committee, I can see no
logical objection to this amendment. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. OLDPIELD: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Divide!
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

Mr. OLDIFIELD: I called for a division on
the previous vote, Sir.

(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

The SPEAKER: The question is that
the report be adopted.

Point of Order.
Mr. OLDFIELD: I would like to report

to you, Sir, that when the Deputy Chairman
of Committees put the question that pro-
gress be reported, he gave the decision to
the noes. I called "Divide" but no division
was taken.

Several hon. members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is quite in order. He has as much
right to raise a point of order as anyone
else. The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. OLDFIELD: After the Minister
moved certain words and the Deputy Chair-
man of Committees but the question. I
moved a motion that we report progress
and ask leave to sit again. The question
was put and some, including myself, called
"Yes" and some called "No." The question
was passed in the negative, and I called
"Divide." The Deputy Chairman did not
take a division and continued with the pro-
cedure. I must protest. I think we should
have a division.

The SPEAKER: In respect of the point
of order, the hon. member should know
that the Speaker has no knowledge of
what takes place in Committee until the
Chairman reports It to him. Therefore,
I have no cognisance of what took place.
The hon. member should have endeavoured
to exercise his rights when he had them.
Hie could have disagreed with the Deputy

Chairman's ruling. -There is no
order sustained by me and the
before the House is that-

point of
question

Mr. OLDFIELD: But I -

The SPEAKER: Order, please! I have
given my ruling and the question before
the House is that the report be adopted.
If the hon. member wants to object to
that he can: but I must put the question.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I do not know what
Is happening here! Are we getting to the
stage when the Government and Opposi-
tion decide that because they do not want
to divide, the minority is to be rough-
shod? I pointed out to you that I tried
to rise, but the Deputy Chairman of Com-
mittees denied me the right.

The SPEAKER: I have dealt with that
phase and-

Mr. OLDIELD: Well, in that case. I
have no option but to disagree with your
ruling.

The SPEAKER: On what grounds?
Mr. OLDF'IELD: Referring to the fact

that a division was called on the subject
of my motion to report-

The SPEAKER: I would point out to
the hon. member that there is no point
of order because, as I have stated, the
Speaker has no cognisance of what takes
place in Committee. That is the precedent
and the rule of the House. The motion
before the House is that the report of the
Deputy Chairman of Committees be
adopted. I shall now Put that question.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
1, Loan Bill, £16,742,000.
2, Appropriation.

Without amendment.

NATIVE WELFARE DEPARTMENT
FILES.

Tabling of Papers Concerning Inquiry.
THE HON. J1. J. BRADY (Minister for

Native Welfare): Mr. Speaker, earlier this
morning, the House agreed that certain
papers regarding an inquiry be tabled.
I now ask your permission to lay these
papers on the Table of the House.

Leave granted.
Papers tabled.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Pre-
mier-Northam): We still have to wait for
the Legislative Council to make its decision
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on the message that was returned from the we could come to the conclusion that the
council concerning the amendment it made
to the Traffic Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).
As there Is no further business before the
House with which we can deal, I would
be guided by you. Mr. Speaker, as to
whether we should proceed with felicita-
tions or suspend the sitting until the
ringing of the bells.

The SPEAKER: I think it would be the
wish of the House that the sitting be sus-
pended. I therefore announce that the
sitting will be suspended until the ringing
of the bells.

Sitting suspended from 2.48 to 4.5 a.m.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2).

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
further amendment made by the Legisla-
tive Assembly to the Council's amendment
No. 2.

CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam): That completes the business
discussed by this House and by this Par-
liament this session. First of all, I would
like to thank you, Mr. Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, the Deputy Chairmen
of Committees, the officers of the House,
and all those who assist to make parlia-
mentary life bearable, Particularly on the
closing day of this session, when the
continuous period during which we sit is
very long.

There have been many complaints in
the Past about the length of the last day
of sitting, and many suggestions have been
Put forward on how to overcome it; but
almost every year I have been in Parlia-
ment, the last day has been one on which
the session has run to considerable length.
I suppose If we reflect for a moment or
two on that Point, we have to admit that
in this Chamber there are 50 hon. mem-
bers-leaving the Speaker out, there are
49-and the business of this House is to
talk; sometimes too much, according to the
hon. member for Vasse.

Mr. Bovell: It is the repetition which is
unnecessary.

Mr. HAWKE: Each session we have
Placed before us a number of matters to
be debated, and the rules of debate are
very liberal and even generous. For in-
stance, there is general debate on the
Estimates as a whole. Then there is much
debate on each division; and then, if we
allow our Im~agination to have a little play,

opportunity to talk in Parliament, should
every hon. member exercise his right to
the full, is practically unlimited. So I
think it is nothing to be unduly worried
about that the last few days of the session
lengthen considerably.

It has been suggested that two sessions
of Parliament a year would be the answer
to the Problem, but I think that would
intensify it. Some people wonder why the
Commonwealth Government is in a posi-
tion to decide the opening date of the
session and the closing date at the same
time. Before the session opens, the closing
date of the session is fixed. As you know,
Mr. Speaker, and as all members of this
House know, the guillotine is applied quite
ruthlessly in the proceedings of the Com-
monwealth Parliament. In Western Aus-
tralia we have maintained the right of
free speech to hon. members: dnd it has
been retained not in an unlimited way,
but on a very broad basis.

Whether we would be prepared ,to barter
this generous right of free speech7 for the
guillotine and hold two short sessions a
Year and be sure at the close of one session
that the opening and closing date of the
next would be fixed before that session
began, I cannot say. I would certainly not
be prepared to barter away our system for
the one that applies In the Commonwealth
Parliament. However, even that Legislat-
ure, where the guillotine is applied ruth-
lessly on many occasions, still has all-night
sittings and wild rushes near to and on the
very last day of some of its sessions. How-
ever, those comments are by the way, and
I do not desire to elaborate on the point.

I would express my extremely keen per-
sonal appreciation and thanks to all the
Ministers in this House and the two in the
other House; to all the hon. members on
these benches who, during a period of three
years or longer, have solidly-not on every
occasion-supported the Government and
have been loyal and reliable in their mem-
bership of a team. We often hear criticism
and condemnation of party politics; but
after all is said and done, a political party
is a team of men bound together in a strong
belief in the principles of the political
organisation to which they belong and of
which they are important units.

Clearly, in such a set-up, there is
reliability and loyalty: otherwise the team
spirit would be broken down and organisa-
tion would be impossible. After all, we are
living in a major organiisation. We know
how strong organisation Is outside Parlia-
ment in almost every field in this age of
intensive organisation; and I do not see
how politics and the Parliament of a
country could be carried on except by the
organisation of men into political groups
to which they belong. Some say that mem-
bers of a political party-no matter which
one it is-have no freedom of conscience
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and no right of personal opinion which is
desirable. However, outside of the strong
party principle and the strong planks of
the party platform there is, I believe. In
every party, a great deal of personal free-
dom; a great deal of the right of
individual decision.

in parties we must accept collective
responsibility in regard to principles and
the major items of policy; otherwise it
could easily happen in Australia that our
politics could drift as they have done in
other countries. Instead of having well-
defined major parties, small in principle,
we could easily have a dozen or more of,
say, splinter parties, with that underground
engineering and manoeuvring and jockey-
Ing for oflce and power which could go on
in such a situation. I think our democratic
parliamentary system has shown that it
works best when a strong Government-
that is, strong in principle--and a strong
Opposition each believes In its point of
view and the principles for which it stands.

-I think .we, in Western Australia, lose
'nothing in this direction by comparison
withf any of the other States of Australia.
and we certaily lose nothing in compari-
son with the Commonwealth Parliament at
'Canberra.

I express my thanks to the Leader of the
Opposition, to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and to other bon. members of
their party for the co-operation they have
shown, to a large degree, during the session.
It is true that when controversial Issues
have arisen, we have opposed one another
in debate and in division: but nevertheless.
taking the session and the Parliament by
and large, 'I think there has existed, be-
tween the Government and both sections
of the Opposition, a reasonably co-opera-
tive attitude; and, I think that, broadly.
hon. members of all parties in this House
have voted to advance the public welfare
and towards making a contribution to
achieving greater progress and development
of the State of Western Australia and for
the welfare of the people who live
within it.

I offer similar thanks and appreciation
to the Leader of the Country Party and
his colleagues on the cross-benches. To
the Leader of the Independent Liberal
group, and to his Deputy Leader, who
is not present at the moment, I off er
my appreciation. They have chartered
a course which they seem to have followed
quite religiously. It Is a matter for them
to decide whether they will continue to
be independents in this House; or whether
at some stage In the future they will see
some light, additional to the light they
have already seen, and join up with mem-
bers of the Government in the party to
which we belong.

I must thank the reporters who work
here day after day, and night after night.
Sometimes we get upset with what appears

in the papers, but next day we realise the
reporters can report only what they think
is appropriate. They are not responsible
for what sometimes happens in the sub-
editorial rooms of their newspapers. I
have already thanked all officers of Parlia-
ment, and I include the Hansard staff
and those who look after us in the dining-
rooms. They do a mighty job. My thanks
go to the gardeners and all others In the
maintenance of Parliament House and
iii their activities associated with the
Legislative Assembly and outside.

This is the final session before the next
elections for the legislative Assembly. it
has been said that those who offer feli-
citations at the final session of Parliament
usually say to their friends, "Good luck";
and to those in Opposition to them in
Parliament, "The best of wishes which
the leader of one party can offer to the
leaders of other parties', I go that far.

I wish you. Sir, and members of your
family; and all members of the House and
parliamentary staff, as well as all those
I have already identified In my remarks.
and to their families, a very cheerful
Christmas, and a happy, Prosperous and
Peaceful New Year.

THE RON. D. BRAND (Greenough): I
Join the Premier in ils felicitations
at the end of this, the last, session
of this Parliament. Firstly, I wish to
express appreciation for the grand job
which you, Mr. Speaker, have done
throughout the year. I am sure you have
made every endeavour to be impartial, and
that each and every hon. member in this
House is completely satisfied with your
chairmanship and control. That goes
for the Chairman and Deputy Chairmen,
and to the officers who assist us here.

It Is true as the Premier has stated that
at the end of each session, at least for
the 12 or 13 years I have been here, there
have been complaints about all-night sit-
tings or the way in which the House has
been controlled. I1 have been among the
critics of the Government, but I can well
recall the Premier and several of his
Ministers, being critical of the way in
which Parliament was run when they were
on this side. In fact he and the hon.
member for Murray came to an agree-
ment not to have all-night sittings, and
endeavoured to get the Press to publish
that fact. Yet here we are with a nearly
all-night sitting.

As we talked in the corridor a little
while ago someone said that, while it Is a
fairly chaotic way of running the country
and there does not seem to be any real
order, through the years In the long run
the laws of the western nations are such
that they have outlived all the others. The
fact that so many people are permitted to
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have a say and express their opinion has
given us a fairly average control by which
we can abide.

To my Deputy Leader and colleagues,
and to) the Leader of the Country Party
and his colleagues, I express appreciation
for their help and co-operation. Although
he Is absent, I take this opportunity to
point out that the hon. Mr. Thorn has
decided flat to run for Parliament again.
He has been here for some 30 years. He
was Minister for Lands in the McLarty-
Watts Government for six years, and
he was the Deputy Leader of his party.
Whilst I have this opportunity, I wish
to Pay a tribute to his loyalty and his
Contribution to parliamentary life. I wish
him all the best, and good health and
happiness in his retirement.

Whilst I realise that, not all of us may
return here next year, none of us like to
see hon. members losing their seats;, but
all is fair In love and war. Let us hope
that life will treat us well, and we will
enjoy prosperity and contentment in what-
ever life we care to follow if the electors
do not see fit to return us.

I join the Premier In wishing the staff
of Parliament, the Controller of the House
and all of those people who took after us
so well throughout the year, the very
best for Christmas, and a happy and
prosperous New Year. That goes for all.

THE HON A. F. WATTS (Stirling): I
would like to join in thanking you. Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees, and
the Deputy Chairmen, as well as all mem-
bers of the staff of Parliament House, in
whatever department they may work, for
the many courtesies and consideration they
have displayed to us during the past 12
months, as in periods before that time.
I trust that you and your family, and they
and their families will have a very happy
Christmas and an extremely bright New
Year.

I think it was Charles Dickens in "A
Christmas Carol" who said he always
thought of Christmas when it came round
as a good timre, a kind, forgiving, charit-
able, pleasant time. That is what we must
always remember when looking forward to
the festive season that is approaching, and
wishing one another-as I sincerely do-
just what Charles Dickens postulated in
that extract from "A Christmas Carol".

I am very sorry to have to say goodbye
from Parliament to the bon. Mr. Thorn
who has been here for a long time and
has been associated with me for quite a
number of years. His counsel and advice,
when he was in the Government, were very
valuable to me. The run of years has ap-
parently forced him to contemplate retire-
ment from public life. I hope he and his
wife will have a very pleasant retirement
indeed.

To the other members of the House I
Would like to extend my best wishes. I am
not going to enter into any calculation as
to what may take place to any of us in the
general elections next year. I could not
arrive at any better conclusion than hon.
members themselves, so I had better leave
the matter entirely alone.

I would like to thank my own colleagues,
and those on my right for the help and
assistance they have given me during the
year, and particularly my Deputy Leader,
the hon. member for Katanning; and in
saying that, I would like to extend my
best wishes for a good time for all of us.

MR. OLDIFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [4.26]:
On behalf of the backest of back benches
I have undertaken speaking for the hon.
member for South Perth, myself, and, of
course, the quasi-Independent member for
Mt. Marshall, being the only three certain
of election next year, to extend thanks
for the co-operation of other hon. mem-
bers of the Chamnber and also to the staff
for the courtesies extended throughout the
past Parliament.

Fkor myself, I extend my best wishes to
you, Sir, being a resident in my electorate
although you are not an elector, because
you have taken advantage under the Elec-
toral Act to have yourself and your wife
registered on the Middle Swan roll-

The SPEAKER: I think that is a good
job, too.

Mr. OLDFIELD: -but I humbly seek the
votes of the other members of your family
remaining in your house. However, as I
said at the outset, on behalf of mny col-
leagues I wish to thank one and all for
interesting and entertaining times and
a most enjoyable Parliament and session,
in the year of 1958; and may I extend to
everybody my best wishes for the coming
Christmas and New Year.

THE HON. J. HEONEY (Speaker-
Middle Swan) [4.28]: On behalf of the
staff-that is the dining-roomn staff, the
Controller, the Hansard staff, and the
gardeners who, as the Premier remarked
earlier, help to make the approaches
of our Parliainent House very attractive;
and all the other members who are asso-
ciated with the carrying on of this legis-
lative hall-it is my pleasing duty to thank
the Premier, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Leader of the Country Party,
and the hon. member for Mt. Lawley for
the appreciative remarks they have ex-
pressed.

I think we are very fortunate In this
place in regard to the chief adviser to the
Speaker and general adviser to all con-
cerned, Mr. Fred Islip, who has been here
for very many years. He is a very meticu-
lous type of person and does a splendid
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Job to keep this parliatnentary machinery
running smoothly. Also, we have to thank
his assistant. Mr. Hawley. and then, last
but not least, the two members at the beck
and call of everyone. In and out of season,
no matter how nervous and Jittery mnem-
bers may be, they are expected to be cool,
calm and collected; and I do not know any
person who is more cool, calm, and col-
lected than Mr. Bartlett. He and his col-
league render a great service in this As-
sembly.

On ray own behalf, I wish to thank other
members for the manner In which they
have let me down so lightly for the period
of three years during which I have occupied'
the position of Speaker. The Speakership
is not an easy office, particularly when one
has been on the floor of the House and
would like at times to take part in the
discussion of different matters which come
before this Parliament for decision.

I believe that all hon. members in this
Parliament have lived up to the highest
tradition of this legislative hall, inasmuch
as they have all behaved themselves with
decorum, bearing in mind the responsibility
they possess. They undertake to do a job;
and no matter on what side of the House
they sit, they endeavour to do that Job
from the point of view of the electorate
they represent.

Therefore, I am a fortunate man, inas-
much as, whilst my ruling was dissented
from on one occasion, the matter was not
put to the vote; and consequently it feel
that hon. members have done mue the
honour of realising that 1 have endeav-
oured to interpret Standing orders to en-
sure that every hon. member has rights
under these Orders without fear or favour,
no matter to what party he belongs,

On behalf of my wife-unfortunately
she Is not well; she has that wog that is
going around; she will have two wags with
me getting home at this hour-and myself,
I wish to thank the hon, members who
have spoken; and I now take the oppor-
tunity of wishing all members and staff
a very happy Christmas and prosperous
New Year. I now call on the Premier to
move the motion I want to hear.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
to a date to be fixed by Mr. Speaker.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.34 a.m. (Saturday).
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